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TP NEWS:
India’s GDP is likely to

grow at 6.5 to 7 per cent
in the current fiscal year
amid global challenges
which may impact
exports, said Economic
Survey 2023-24 tabled in
Parliament on Monday.

The growth projected
for 2024-25 is lower than
the economic growth rate
of 8.2 per cent estimated
for the previous financial
year.

The Reserve Bank has
projected the GDP
growth for the fiscal year
ending March 2025 at 7.2
per cent.

Global agencies like
IMF and ADB see India to
grow at 7 per cent.

“…The Survey conser-
vatively projects a real

GDP growth of 6.5–7 per
cent, with risks evenly
balanced, cognizant of
the fact that the market
expectations are on the
higher side,” said the
document tabled by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in
Parliament.

It said the domestic
growth drivers have sup-
ported economic growth
in 2023-24 despite uncer-
tain global economic per-
formance. Improved bal-
ance sheets will help the
private sector cater to
strong investment
demand.

The Survey also added
a note of caution saying
“private capital forma-
tion after good growth

TP NEWS:
One person died and

three others were injured
when a Kucha house col-
lapsed suddenly in Reasi
District on Monday.

Official sources said
that at about 1730 hours,
a newly constructed
Kacha house belonging
to one Kewal Krishan son
of Shankar Dass col-
lapsed at Sujandhar
Bhomag, resulting in the
death of one person
namely Narinder Singh
son of Hans Raj, a local. 

TP NEWS:
Union Minister for

Geology and Mining
Kishan Reddy today said
that the government of
India is collaborating
with J&K State
Government to explore
and produce Lithium
deposits identified in
Reasi district of Union
Territory. Responding to
a query raised by Shiv
Sena MP from Mumbai
South Lok Sabha
Constituency in
Maharashtra, the Union
Minister informed

TP NEWS:
Amid a surge in mili-

tant attacks in the Jammu
division, National
Conference President
Farooq Abdullah on
Monday alleged that
there are a few people in
India and Pakistan who
did not want peace in
Jammu and Kashmir.

“I understand that their
cake cooks with the con-
tinuation of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir”,
Farooq told media in
Srinagar on Monday.

The former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
said “It is very unfortu-
nate that there are people
in both the countries who
did not want to see peace
in Jammu and Kashmir'.

He said “The people
want to live in peace and
measures should be taken
to prevail. As the situa-
tion deteriorated more
than 7000 troops were
called to tackle the situa-
tion in the mountainous
range of Jammu division'.

Asked amid infiltration
attempts being made

TP NEWS:
Alert soldiers thwarted

a major terrorist attack on
a  home of a soldier in
Budhal -Khawas area of
Rajouri, an official said
Monday.

Officials told news
agency, terrorists opened
fire at one of temporary
army posts, which was
operational near the
house of a VDG member
Parshotam Kumar, a
Village Defence Guard
(VDG) member in
Gundha -a remote village
of Rajouri district at
around 3:10 hrs and the
fire was promptly retali-

ated by security person-
nel," official said, adding,
“The attack was given
appropriate retaliation by
alert security person-
nel.”Sources said that an
army trooper was injured
in a brief exchange of fire
between terrorists and
hospitalized, but there
has been no official con-
firmation on the same.

This attack follows two
high-level meetings
chaired by Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
and Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi in
Jammu on Saturday,
where they reviewed the

security situation in
response to the recent
surge in terror attacks in
the region. According to
sources, security forces
initiated a cordon and
search operation (CASO)
in a village in the Budhal
area of Rajouri district
after suspected terrorists
opened fire at a security
picket/post early in the
morning.

“Two to three terrorists
attempted to assault gal-
lantry soldier Kumar,
who was recently award-
ed the Shaurya Chakra
for his bravery 

TP NEWS:
A chlorine gas leak

occurred at a Military
Engineering Services
(MES) filtration plant in
the Udhampur district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday. No casualties
were reported so far in
the incident.

As per reports avail-
able with the news
agency, the leak occurred
near the School and
Karan Nagar locality.

Fire and Emergency
Department Udhampur,
Jammu and Kashmir
State Disaster Response
Force (JK SDRF) and
Jammu and Kashmir

TP NEWS:
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi is likely
to attend Silver Jubilee,
25th anniversary, of the
Kargil war in Ladakh on
July 26, officials said here
on Monday.

Top officials told the
news agency that PM
Modi will pay tribute to
war heroes at the War
Memorial and interact
with war widows. 

The grand celebration
to mark the 'Rajat Jyanti'
of India's victory over
Pakistan in the 1999 war
is scheduled to be con-

ducted in Dras from July
24 to 26.

Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) Gen Anil Chauhan,
Army chief Gen Upendra
Dwivedi, IAF chief Air
Chief Marshal VR

Chaudhari and Navy
chief Admiral Dinesh
Kumar Tripathi are also
expected to attend the
Silver Jubilee function.

The officials said that
Lieutenant Governor of
Ladakh Brigadier BD
Mishra will visit Dras on
July 24 to review the
arrangements for the
Prime Minister's visit on
July 26. They said that
after reaching Dras, PM
Modi will participate in
wreath-laying ceremony
followed by the visit to
Wall of Fame.

PM Modi to attend Silver Jubilee
of Kargil War in Dras on July 26

TP NEWS:
More than 4 lakh pil-

grims have undertaken
the Amarnath Yatra so far
this year, surpassing last
year’s figures with nearly
a month still to go before
the pilgrimage ends, offi-
cials said.

Officials informed the
news agency that the 52-
day Amarnath Yatra,
which began on June 29,
has seen a record-break-
ing turnout, with over 4
lakh pilgrims visiting the
Amarnath cave so far.

“Today, 11,755 pil-
grims paid obeisance at

the Amarnath cave
shrine, bringing the total
number of visitors since
the yatra's start to
407,734. Among the
11,755 pilgrims, there
were 7,230 males, 2,597
females, 160 children, 170
Sadhus, one Sadhvi, and
1,597 security forces per-
sonnel,” they said.

Officials added that a
fresh batch of 3,471 pil-
grims departed from the
Bhagwati Nagar Yatri
Niwas early this morn-
ing. The convoy, consist-
ing of 114 light and 

TP NEWS:
Jammu & Kashmir

Union Territory’s budget
for 2024-25 would be
unveiled in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday.As per
news agency Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman would pres-
ent a statement of esti-
mated receipts and
expenditure of Jammu &
Kashmir for 2024-25
today (Tuesday) shortly
after presenting the
Union budget for the
ongoing fiscal.On
February 5 this year, 

Amarnath Yatra sees record-breaking
turnout, over 4 lakh 
pilgrims visit shrine in three weeks

Chlorine Gas leaks at
MES Filtration Plant
in Udhampur, no
casualties reported

J&K’s budget to be
unveiled in Parliament
on Tuesday 

One person dies,
Three injured in
House Collapse in
J&K’s Reasi

Army thwarts terror attack on
soldier’s residence in Rajouri

Few people in both countries 
don’t want peace”: Farooq Abdullah
on terror attacks in Jammu region

GoI working on
‘mission mode’ to
explore, 
produce Lithium
in J&K: Reddy

India’s GDP to grow at 6.5-7 per
cent in 2024-25: Economic Survey

TP NEWS:
U.S. President Joe

Biden, on July 21,
announced that he is end-
ing his reelection cam-
paign amid growing calls
within his Democratic
Party for his stepping

down.Mr. Biden, in a post
on X, said he will remain
as President until his
term ends in January 2025
and will address the
nation this week.

Within 30 minutes of
his announcement, he
endorsed his Vice-
President Kamala Harris
for the Democratic nomi-
nation, leaving no room
for any doubt about the
way forward for the
Democrats.“It has been
the greatest honor of my
life to serve as your
President. And while it
has been my intention

Joe Biden withdraws from
presidential race, 
endorses Kamala Harris
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PM Modi to.... 
"He would inspect the museum of Kargil War
artefacts and will be briefed on the Kargil war
by top Army commanders."They said that PM
Modi is also scheduled to inaugurate Shinku La
tunnel virtually and address the gathering
before departing from the Kargil War
Memorial. Kargil Vijay Diwas is held every
year at Dras War Memorial on July 26 to mark
India's victory over Pakistan at the Kargil
heights after nearly three months of war in
which around 500 Indian soldiers lost their
lives.Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Brigadier
BD Mishra held a meeting at the secretariat to
discuss the arrangements for PM Modi's visit to
the Kargil War Memorial on July 26.

J&K’s budget ....
Rs 59,634 crore interim budget for J&K was
presented in the Parliament by Niramala
Sitharaman.Sources told that the total budget
estimates for J&K are expected to be Rs 1.18
lakh crore.  Of which the revenue expenditure
is estimated to be Rs 80 thousand crore and
capital expenditure is likely Rs 38 thousand
crore.This would be the fifth consecutive budg-
et of Jammu & Kashmir in the Parliament after
imposition of Central rule in the erstwhile
state. The budget document is being presented
in the Parliament as J&K is currently without
its own Assembly. Since June 19, 2018 when
BJP withdrew support to Mehbooba Mufti-led
government, J&K is without an elected govern-
ment.After the collapse of the PDP-BJP govern-
ment, the budget for 2019-20 was approved by
then J&K Governor as head of the State
Administrative Council. After downgrading of
J&K into a UT in August 2019, its budgets were
presented in the Parliament.

Amarnath Yatra sees....
heavy vehicles, travelled towards the twin
base camps under tight security.
This batch included 2,620 men, 720 women,
three children, 93 Sadhus, 34 Sadhvis (female
Sadhus), and one transgender person. Of
these, 1,073 pilgrims left for the Baltal base
camp at 3:00 AM, and 2,398 headed to the
Pahalgam base camp at 3:45 AM. From these
base camps, they will continue their journey
to the holy cave. Officials are hopeful that this
year the number will surpass half a million in
the coming days.
Since the Shri Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB)
assumed control of the yatra in 2001, the num-
ber of pilgrims has varied each year: 1.91 lakh
in 2001, 1.10 lakh in 2002, 1.70 lakh in 2003, 4
lakh in 2004, 3.88 lakh in 2005, 3.47 lakh in
2006, 2.96 lakh in 2007, 5.33 lakh in 2008, 3.81
lakh in 2009, 4.55 lakh in 2010, 6.21 lakh in
2011, 6.35 lakh in 2012, 3.54 lakh in 2013, 3.72
lakh in 2014, 3.52 lakh in 2015, 2.21 lakh in
2016, 2.60 lakh in 2017, 2.85 lakh in 2018, 3.43
lakh in 2019, 3.04 lakh in 2022, 4.50 lakh in
2023. The yatra was not held in 2020 and 2021
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Meanwhile, the Chhari Mubarak of Amarnath
Yatra was taken to Pahalgam on Sunday from
its abode at the Dashnami Akhara building by
Mahant Deependra Giri, the custodian of the
Chhari Mubarak, for various rituals to mark
Ashadh Purnima, the start of the religious
aspects of the annual pilgrimage.

One person dies....
Further, they said, three more local residents
were injured. They have been identified as
Kuldeep Singh son of Hans Raj, Mohd Akram
son Mohd Yousaf and Purab Singh son of
Shambu Nath. Injured persons were shifted to
District Hospital Reasi for treatment.
A senior police officer said that a case has
been registered in this regard.

Chlorine Gas leaks....
Police Udhampur responded swiftly to the
incident and immediately began evacuation
procedures.
School children and locals were moved to a
safe distance from the leak site. Efforts are
underway to contain the leak. The cause of the
incident is still under investigation.
Meanwhile, Assistant Director, Fire and
Emergency Department Udhampur–Reasi
Command, Sarvesh Langer said that the gas
leak was contained successfully.
“Chlorine gas has leaked and our team con-
tained the leak very effectively. Evacuation
has been done from the nearby areas,” he
said.

Few people in....
from across the border, how peace would

prevail, Farooq said that the “government of
India is not ready for talks until the terrorism
will end”. How much we will shout, nothing
will happen, he added.
Regarding Kanwar Yatra and Uttar Pradesh
Governments orders against the Muslim
Dhaba owners, Farooq said “I understand that
the order is absolutely wrong.
The yatra was going on earlier peacefully
also. Was it necessary to mention that this and
that Dhaba belong to Muslims On which
hatred they are moving forward I have never
seen such orders being issued. They are trying
to ignite violence between Hindus and
Muslims. But I am sure that they will not suc-
ceed in their nefarious designs”.
Farooq said the previous elections showed
that they lost elections that they were not sure
about. They lost elections in Ayodhya where
Hindus and Muslims stayed together and in
Uttarakhand where Badrinath's temple exists.
“The orders issued for the Kanwar yatra indi-
cate that they want to spread hatred among
the Hindus and Muslims of the country”,
Farooq said.
“I hope that the people of India now under-
stand that India will not move forward with
hatred among the communities. India will
move with love and brotherhood and we have
to live within it”, he said and added, “I urge
the UP government to take back such orders
and not spread hatred”.
Asked whether the situation in Jammu would
have any effect on the forthcoming Assembly
elections, Farooq said “We conducted elec-
tions in 1996 amid high terrorism and we
formed the Government and ran that with big
success for six years”.
“Today the situation is not that bad. If they
postpone elections would be their weakness
and that would expose their tall claims of
peace as all parties including BJP are ready for
elections in Jammu and Kashmir”, he added.

GoI working on ....
the Rajya Sabha, as per news agency—, that
Geology and Mining department is collabo-
rating with J&K State Government to further
explore the lithium deposit identified in J&K.
Earlier, in February 2023, the Geological
Survey of India (GSI) discovered 5.9 million
tonnes of lithium in the Salal-Haimana area of
the Reasi district in Jammu and Kashmir. This
was India's first discovery of lithium, a critical
raw material used in electric vehicle batteries,
solar panels, and mobile phones. Officials say
the lithium reserve in Reasi is of high quality.

India’s GDP to ....
in the last three years may turn slightly more

cautious because of fears of cheaper imports
from countries that have excess capacity”.
While merchandise exports are likely to
increase with improving growth prospects in
advance economies, services exports are also
likely to witness a further uptick.
A normal rainfall forecast by the India
Meteorological Department and the satisfac-
tory spread of the southwest monsoon thus
far are likely to improve the agriculture sec-
tor’s performance and support the revival of
rural demand, it said.
However, the monsoon season still has some
way to go, the Survey said.

Joe Biden withdraws....
to seek reelection, I believe it is in the best
interest of my party and the country for me to
stand down and to focus solely on fulfilling
my duties as President for the remainder of
my term,” Mr. Biden wrote.By dropping his
reelection bid, Mr. Biden clears the way for
Vice President Kamala Harris to run at the top
of the ticket, the first Black woman to do so in
the country’s history.

Army thwarts terror....
several months ago when he killed one terror-
ist and injured another during a previous
encounter,” an official said.
On July 5, President Droupadi Murmu con-
ferred the Shaurya Chakra upon SgCt
Saifullah Qadri (posthumously), DySP (now
SP) Mohan Lal, SI Amit Raina, SI Feroz
Ahmad, Constable Varun Singh of J&K Police,
and Purshotum Kumar, a Village Defence
Guard member, at Rashtrapati
Bhavan.Sources added that additional rein-
forcements were quickly dispatched to the
area, and a search operation has been initiated
to locate the hiding terrorists. This incident
follows another attempted terror attack on a
Territorial Army (TA) battalion post in Galuti
Patrara village of Manjakote, Rajouri district,
on July 7. An Army sentry deployed at the
post sustained injuries during the initial
exchange of gunfire, which lasted for half an
hour on Sunday morning. The Terrorist attack
was thwarted as fire was retaliated with equal
calibre by the army. Meanwhile, Jammu based
defence spokesperson said that a major terror
attack on Army picket in remote village of
Rajouri was thwarted. He informed that the
operation is in progress.

FROM PAGE-1
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TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor

Shri Manoj Sinha today
inaugurated the Kashmir
College of Engineering and
Technology, at Ranbirgarh,
Srinagar.

The Lt Governor, in his

address, congratulated the
Chairman,  Kashmir
College of Engineering &
Technology Sh Raja Aijaz
Ali, and the entire team for
their endeavour to
strengthen the technologi-
cal excellence in academia,

innovation and nurturing a
future-ready skilled work-
force.

Speaking on the rapid
transformation taking
place in the Industry sector,
the Lt Governor said the
speed and scale of change

in 4th  Industrial
Revolution calls for
strengthening the Industry-
Academia collaborations.

He emphasised on fos-
tering innovation culture in
Engineering Colleges and
realigning the curriculum

to fulfill the evolving
industry requirements.

“Skills and not the
degree will shape the des-
tiny of our industries. The
future workforce must
have critical skills such as
cognitive skills, logical rea-
soning, technical skills etc
to build future-proof
careers,” the Lt Governor
said.

On the occasion, the Lt
Governor highlighted
reforms in the education
sector under the guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi, to
promote startups, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship
in Jammu Kashmir.

He also made some valu-
able suggestions to explore
the vast opportunities in
the engineering and tech-
nology sector.

The demand for profes-
sionals in engineering and
technology companies has

increased. Today, industry
is looking for workforce
with specific skill set. Our
focus should be on build-
ing capacities in accor-
dance with the skills
required for existing and
future job positions,
he said.

The inaugural ceremony
was attended by Sh Rajeev
Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to
Lt Governor; Prof. Nilofer
Khan, Vice Chancellor
Kashmir University; Sh
Vikramjit Singh,
Commissioner Secretary
Industries & Commerce
department; Sh Vidhi
Kumar Birdi, IGP Kashmir
and other senior officials.

Sh Raja Aijaz Ali,
Chairman, Kashmir
College of Engineering &
Technology; Dr Syed Jalal
Ahmad, Principal along
with faculty members and
staff of the college were
present on the occasion.

Lt Governor inaugurates Kashmir College of
Engineering & Technology at Srinagar

Today, industry is looking for workforce with specific skill set: LG Sinha

TP NEWS:
Pressing for the pro-

people approach of
administration, Bharatiya
Janata Party, Jammu &
Kashmir led by Kavinder
Gupta, former Deputy
Chief Minister asked the
LG administration to look
after the interests of com-
mon masses and rehabili-
tate the people before dis-
lodging them out of their
business spaces during
the ongoing development
projects.

Kavinder Gupta, for-
mer Deputy Chief
Minister, accompanied by
Prabhat Singh Jamwal,
BJP Treasurer, Dr.
Pardeep Mahotra, BJP
Media Incharge, Vinay
Gupta, Seh-Prabhari
District Jammu Rural,
Pawan Singh, former
JMC Councillor, Bharat
Bhushan, Mandal
President, and shopkeep-
ers of Nai Basti.

Kavinder Gupta, while
addressing the media
persons, said that the
administration has the
duty to serve the people
not to leave them desper-
ate and helpless. He said
that the administration
has the duty to first look
after the interests of peo-
ple and their revenue
resources before taking
any decision.

Kavinder Gupta said

that it is a pity that the
administration has all of a
sudden attached notices
on the shops of Nai Basti
telling them that they
have the last day in their
shops. He said that the
people are sudden left
roofless, with no other
income. If the administra-
tion is so emotionless to
throw people out of their
establishments with no
ways to pay back their
heavy amount of loans
and feed their families.

Kavinder Gupta point-
ed out that they have
already pin pointed and
identified the places
where they could be allot-
ted alternative spaces to
rehabilitate. He said that
they are demanding
spaces just near bout 11
Marla which is nothing in
comparison to big chunks
of lands allotted to differ-
ent people for various
purposes. He said that
they are just demanding

land on which they
would rather construct
their kiosks themselves.

He said that at the time,
when the Modi govern-
ment is looking after the
interests of people, giving
them shelter, residential
homes, food, and ways to
earn, the administration
has left the people clue-
less, the people of Nai
Basti, who have been
working in their shops
since decades together.
He said that we are of a
strong view that the BJP
won’t allow anybody to
steal their basic resources.
He said that the adminis-
tration has to first create a
policy to rehabilitate the
persons before dislodging
them from their present
shops. He asked them to
create space for kiosks or
shops to create their earn-
ing sources at a suitable
space so that their lives
are not shattered
economically.

BJP asks LG administration to rehabilitate
people before dislodging them 

Kavinder presses for pro-people approach of administration
TP NEWS:

Asserting the Modi Government is
focused on improving security situation,
Union Minister in PMO with
Independent Charge of Science and
technology, Dr Jitendra Singh today said
all communities must join hands to fight
the menace of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Addressing a public rally before hold-
ing a general “public durbar” lasting
over three hours, the Union Minister
reaffirmed the revival of VDGs.

“The security agencies have a strategy
in place to control the security situation
in Doda and its adjoining areas in view
of the recent incidents of terror, but such
strategies are not discussed in public”,
he said.

Singh said the VDGs are being
revived in the militancy-infested areas
with an objective to empower them to
fight terrorists.

“The Government has also decided
that if and wherever needed, VDGs will
be deployed as part of the multi-
pronged strategy to confront the chal-
lenge posed by terrorists,” he said.

Singh announced that weapons,
including SLR rifles, may be provided to
the VDGs so that they can negotiate the
challenge effectively.

The Minister made a fervent appeal to
all communities to put up a united front
against terrorism.

“Doda did not succumb to terrorism
even during the 1990s when it was at its
peak and a section of population was
forced to leave Kashmir. As inhabitants
faced the menace tooth and nail, they
were successful in preventing migration
of the people from here,” he said.

He said that Modi Government took
elaborate steps in restoring normalcy in

the J&K and it is the result these policies
that record number of tourists and pil-
grims are visiting Kashmir Valley at
present. He said no tourist will visit
Valley on the insistence of Government
unless and until he is not satisfied that
situation has termed normal in Kashmir.

Holding the previous rulers of
Congress and National Conference (NC)
responsible for backwardness of the
Doda region, Dr Jitendra Singh said
there was no Government at Centre or in
the erstwhile State when a representa-
tive from this region was not a Minister.
He said this subject of analysis for
researchers and journalists that why the
region remained under developed dur-
ing 70 long years.

He said what was the reason for
region’s discrimination?. Was it the
result of vote bank politics or the local
representatives’ loyalty to Kashmiri
politicians whom they wanted to keep in
good humour always. He said the
Ganpat bridge is the glaring example
which was abandoned after construct-
ing two pillars and same treatment was
given to Rattle Project as Kashmir cen-
tric politicians were not interested in
development of this region.

Talking about infrastructure develop-
ment of Doda, Singh said in the last 10
years of the Government, a network of
highways has been created in order to
improve connectivity to remote areas,
reduce travel time and enhance passen-
gers’ comfort.“When completed, the
strategically important Lakhanpur-
Basohli-Bani- Bhaderwah-Doda
National Highway will reduce distance
on this route by more than 100
Kilometres”, he said, adding “this will
also create job opportunities for the local
youth and boost tourism in the area”.

All communities must join hands
to fight terrorism: Dr Jitendra
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TP NEWS:
Continuing the strict

enforcement drive
against the instances of
overloading & over-
charging in Passenger
vehicles and other major
violations under the
Motor Vehicle Act and
Central Motor Vehicle
Rules, team of Motor
Vehicles Department
carried special enforce-
ment drives under the
special directions of
Pankaj Bhagotra, RTO,
Jammu.The enforcement
teams laid Nakas at dif-
ferent locations viz
Bhagwati Nagar, Tawi
4th Bridge and near
Railway Station. The
focus of today's drive
was overloading and
overcharging in

Passenger Vehicles par-
ticularly e-Autos and e-
rikshaws carrying
Amarnathji Pilgrims.

During the last 03
day's Enforcement Drive
nearly 345 vehicles were
checked for various
offences viz. Route
Permit violations, RC

violations, Overloading,
without Seat Belt ,
Without Helmet, with-
out SLD etc. out of which
118 vehicles e-challaned.

A fine of Rs. 126000/-
(Rupees One Lac &
Twenty Six Thousands)
was imposed on viola-
tors during these drives.

In addition to issuing
Challans, the overload
Passenger Vehicles were
offloaded on spot and
vehicles were arranged
for the extra passengers
for their respective desti-
nations.

The drive has been
widely appreciated by
the pilgrims and shows
RTO's commitment to
fair practices and regula-
tory standards.

The enforcement
teams comprised of
Rehana Tabassam,
ARTO (HQr), Mudasir
Iqbal (ARTO B.O.I),
Motor Vehicles
Inspectors, Vikas Srivats,
Surinder Kumar & Jasbir
Singh, SMVI, Amanish
Sharma and MVTA
Tarunjot Singh.

MVD Jammu takes strict action against
traffic violators, imposes Rs 126000 fine

UIDAI asks 10 year old Adhaar
holders to revalidate their address
TP NEWS: 

The UIDAI has advised all the residents who have
got their Adhaar 10 years before to revalidate their
address.In this connection, all the Deputy
Commissioners of Jammu and Kashmir have been
asked to make the residents of J&K aware about the
updation of addresses with the help of any supporting
documents. They have also been asked to aware resi-
dents about updation of mobile number in Aadhaar to
avail benefits of various online services.

Pertinently, UIDAI has already distributed pam-
phlets and posters for awareness regarding document
update in all blocks of UT of Jammu and Kashmir

Traffic Police, Enforcement 
wing of RTO laid joint Naka; booked
several for traffic violations
TP NEWS: 

Traffic Police City Jammu and Enforcement wing of
RTO Jammu laid joint nakas at various locations i.e
Bhagwati Nagar, Talab Tillo, Ambphalla Chowk to
check Overcharging and other Traffic violations. 

During the Special drive 76 No’s of vehicles particu-
larly e-Rickshaw, Auto, Mini-buses were booked for
overcharging, overloading, plying vehicles without fit-
ness certificate, insurance certificate etc.

e-Rickshaw drivers were directed to implement
zones notification and ply their vehicles in their respec-
tive zones. They were also directed to follow the guide-
lines issued by the Transport Department with respect
to Passenger safety and levy of fares.

DC Srinagar chairs meeting on
Swachta Green Leaf Rating
TP NEWS: 

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar Dr? Bilal
Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat today chaired a meeting on
Swachta Green Leaf Rating here at Meeting Hall of DC
Office Complex.

The meeting was attended by Chief Planning
Officer, SDM East? Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Assistant Commissioner Panchayats, Block
Development Officers of Harwan, Srinagar and
Khonmoh.At the outset, the Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the progress of the Swachta Green Leaf
Rating in the District.

The meeting discussed various issues related to solid
waste management, liquid waste management, and
sanitation infrastructure in the Panchayats

On the occasion, the DC directed all the stakeholders
to collect the list of registered hotels from the Tourism
Department in all the Panchayat Blocks and submit the
same with the Sub Division level Committees for fur-
ther verifications to  improve sanitation and hygiene in
rural areas of the District.

The DC directed the Block Development Officers to
intensify efforts to achieve the Swachta Green Leaf
Rating in all panchayats of the district. The meeting
resolved to work collectively to improve sanitation
and hygiene in rural areas and achieve the Swachta
Green Leaf Rating in the District.

5 Killed, 7 injured in two
Separate road accidents in J&K
TP NEWS: 

Five people, including a father-son duo and a moth-
er-daughter duo, were killed and seven injured in two
separate road accidents in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Rajouri and Reasi districts on Sunday, officials said.A
taxi carrying eight people and proceeding towards
Lam from Thandikassi fell off a hilly road near Chalan
village in Rajouri in the morning, they said.

The driver of the vehicle, Arun Kumar (32), a resi-
dent of Lam, was found dead by the rescuers at the
spot, while Mohammad Din (65) and his son
Mohammad Aslam (40) succumbed to their injuries at
the Nowshera Sub-District Hospital and Government
Medical College Hospital (GMCH) in Rajouri respec-
tively.Aslam’s wife Shahida (40), sons Atif (10) and
Raza (5), daughter Asiya (7) and sister Zareena (36) are
undergoing treatment at the GMCH and their condi-
tion is “serious”, the officials said.

TP NEWS: 
Chief Secretary, Atal

Dulloo, today chaired a
meeting at Civil Secretariat
to review the progress of
transitioning the Jammu
and Kashmir Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation (JK EPFO) to

the Central EPFO under
the Ministry of Labour &
Employment, GoI.

The meeting highlighted
a substantial increase in
subscriber accounts.
Before 2019, there were
490,336 accounts, and this
number has grown to

768,993 post-transition.
Similarly, the number of

settled claims has risen
considerably with 477,090
claims settled, amounting
to ?2,348 crore.

It was noted that the
transition process is
almost complete with the

majority of subscriber
accounts digitized and
transferred to the Central
EPF Database.

The meeting discussed
the status of compliance
with Government Order
No.37-L&E of 2023 dated
July 11, 2023, which per-
tains to the allocation of
assets, manpower, and
buildings between the J&K
government and the
Central EPFO. Chief
Secretary expressed satis-
faction with the overall
transition progress and
directed immediate action
to resolve any remaining
pending issues.

CS Dulloo reviews progress J&K
EPFO transition to Central EPFO

TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor, Shri Manoj

Sinha today chaired a high-level
meeting with the Deputy
Commissioners, and senior officers
of Civil and Police administration
to review the preparations for
Independence Day Celebration.

The meeting was attended by Sh
Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt
Governor; Sh Atal Dulloo, Chief
Secretary; Sh RR Swain, DGP; Sh
Dheeraj Gupta, Additional Chief
Secretary, Forest, Ecology and
Environment Department; Sh
Chandraker Bharti, Principal
Secretary Home Department;
Administrative Secretaries;
Divisional Commissioners; Deputy
Commissioners, SSPs, HODs and
senior officials of Security forces,
Civil and Police Administration, in

person and through virtual
mode.The Lt Governor directed the
District Administrations and the
line departments to ensure all
arrangements for hassle- free and
smooth conduct of the
Independence Day events across
the UT. He emphasized the impor-
tance of all stakeholders working
together to facilitate people's active
participation and meticulous plan-

ning of activities and events to hon-
our freedom fighters, unsung
heroes and the martyrs.

The Lt Governor directed for
organising Swachhta Pakhwada
from August 01 to August 14, 2024.
He also directed the stakeholder
departments to launch a 15-day
campaign ‘Ek Ped Shaheedo Ke
Naam’ at prominent public places
and memorials.

Lieutenant Governor reviews preparations
for celebration of Independence Day-2024
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TP NEWS:
A Full Court Farewell

Reference was held today
in the court room of Chief
Justice at Srinagar wing
of High Court of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh to
bid farewell to Justice N
Kotiswar Singh, Chief
Justice, on his appoint-
ment as Judge of
Supreme Court of India.

Justice Tashi Rabstan,
Justice Atul Sreedharan,
Justice Sanjeev Kumar,
Justice Sindhu Sharma,
Justice Rajnesh Oswal,
Justice Vinod Chatterji
Koul, Justice Sanjay Dhar,
Justice Puneet Gupta,
Justice Javed Iqbal Wani,
Justice Mohd. Akram
Chowdhary, Justice
Rahul Bharti, Justice
Moksha Khajuria Kazmi,
Justice Wasim Sadiq
Nargal, Justice Rajesh
Sekhri and  Justice
Mohammad Yousuf Wani
were present on the occa-
sion.

D.C Raina, Advocate
General; Deputy Solicitor
General of India;
Chandraker Bharti,
Principal Secretary

Home; R.R Swain,
Director General of
Police; Vijay Kumar
Bidhuri, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir;
Sr. Additional Advocate
General, Principal District
and Sessions Judge,
Srinagar; Senior
Advocates and other
members of the Bar,
Deputy Commissioner,
Srinagar, staff including
officers of Registry of the
High Court besides Civil
and Police officers were
also present on the occa-
sion.

Advocate General, in
his farewell address,
described Justice N
Kotiswar Singh a gentle-
man par excellence and
lauded the role of His
Lordship for his dedica-
tion and commitment to
his professional responsi-
bilities. He said that
Justice N Kotiswar Singh
was endeared by all in the
UT of J&K and Ladakh
because of his polite con-
duct and behaviour.

Advocate General
emphasized that Justice N
Kotiswar Singh has a

great quality of making
the environment of the
Court comfortable and
easy which enabled the
lawyers especially the
younger ones to put
across their cases in a
proper manner. I feel
proud of Justice N
Kotiswar Singh for his
appointment as Judge of
the Supreme Court of
India, he maintained.

Justice N Kotiswar
Singh, in his address,
thanked everyone includ-
ing Judges of High Court
of J&K and Ladakh, offi-
cers of the Registry and
Judicial Officers for their
undaunted professional
commitment and the sup-
port extended to him dur-
ing his tenure. He said
that no Judge can dis-
pense real justice without
the cooperation from the
Bar and the High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir &
Ladakh is full of young
and energetic lawyers. He
emphasised upon the
young lawyers to display
patience and work hard
to ensure success in their
noble profession.

J&K, Ladakh High Court accords
Farewell Reference to Justice N Kotiswar
Singh on appointment as SCI JudgeTP NEWS:

In a concerted effort to
ensure a sustainable Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra- 2024,
the government has adopt-
ed comprehensive meas-
ures aimed at achieving
zero landfill and zero
waste while maintaining
cleanliness throughout the
pilgrimage.

The Directorate of Rural
Sanitation under
Department of Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj, Jammu
and Kashmir has launched
various initiatives to make
the annual Yatra a zero-
landfill pilgrimage.

The initial 20 days of the
yatra have seen a signifi-
cant amount of waste gen-
erated by devotees and
service providers. The
cumulative figure of waste
on both axes remains 200
tonnes. Total quantity of
waste processed in tonnes
is 162.40, and total inert
waste generated in tonnes
is 34.30.

Out of total 200 tonnes of
waste, the wet waste collec-
tion is 85.15 tonnes in
which 85.02 tonnes of wet
waste was processed and a
little quantity of wet waste
0.07 tonnes was sent to
EFL.

The dry waste collection
is 80.31 tonnes, out of
which 77.38 tonnes was
processed and only 3
tonnes of waste is yet to be
processed.

Similarly, out of 34.30
tonnes of inert, 25 tonnes
are sent to Srinagar
Municipal Corporation
(SMC).These figures high-
lighted the effectiveness of
the waste management
strategy, Which empha-
sizes the separate collection
and processing of wet and

dry waste to minimize
environmental impact.

The waste management
strategy involves the care-
ful segregation and pro-
cessing of wet and dry
waste, and it also includes
the use of eco-friendly
bags, a ban on plastic, mass
awareness programs,
proper disposal of waste,
Water ATMs, Mascots for
awareness and other meas-
ures transforming the yatra
into an environmentally
conscious pilgrimage.

Secretary Rural
Development and
Panchayati Raj, J&K Dr
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary
and Director Rural
Sanitation, Anoo Malhotra
have been regularly
reviewing the sanitation
facilities and progress.

Several initiatives with
services providers have
been taken to ensure a
clean and waste-free yatra.
Eco-friendly bags were
being provided in place of
plastic and polythene bags.
Water ATMs have been
installed at Yatra base-
camps and enroute to holy
cave to reduce the PET bot-
tles consumption.

15 Waste processing
facilities had been estab-
lished on both Baltal and
Pahalgam axis to deal with
huge quantities of wet and
dry waste collected from
different camp locations
and enroute.

More than 7000 sanita-
tion workers are working
in 3- shifts to clean the
basecamps, roads, routes,
and other resting places.

Eight processing facili-
ties have been set up at the
Baltal axis starting from
Neelgrath to Amarnath
cave shrine and seven pro-
cessing facilities set up at

Pahalgam axis starting
from Nunwan till
Panchtarni.

Similarly, the wet waste
is processed using the con-
ventional composting
methods and the dry waste
is processed through segre-
gating into different types
of recyclable and non-recy-
clable waste and further
processing it using the bal-
ing machines.

Eight vehicles – five at
the Baltal axis and three at
the Pahalgam axis – had
been deployed for collec-
tion and transportation of
waste at the base camp
locations.

Apart from 7000 sanita-
tion workers, more than
600 trained workers and 25
management and supervi-
sory staff have been
deployed on both axes
combined to handle day-
to-day waste collection
from primary and second-
ary sources, its transporta-
tion, and processing and
scientific disposal.

Apart from men and
machinery, robust
Information, Education
and Communication (IEC)
strategies have been put in
place to maintain the yatra
sites and ensure complete
waste collection.Director
General Rural Sanitation,
J&K, Anoo Malhotra said
that the concerted efforts of
waste management teams
yielded impressive results
in managing plastic, wet,
and inert waste along the
routes. “The waste generat-
ed on Baltal axis and
Pahalgam axis had been
processed after segregating
into various recyclable and
non-recyclable streams like
PET, HDPE, LDPE, card-
board, multilayered plastic,
and metals,” she added.

Zero-Landfill Pilgrimage: 200 tonnes of waste generated
in initial 20 days of the Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra- 2024

TP NEWS:
Jugal Kishore Sharma,

Member of Parliament (Lok
Sabha), accompanied by
Sham Lal Choudhary, Ex
Minister, addressed a
‘Matdata Abhinandan
Samaroh’ of Suchetgarh
Assembly constituency at
Suchetgarh, RS Pura. 

Sunil Dutt District
President BJP Zila Jammu
Border, Gharu Ram Bhagat
DDC, Smt Vidhya Mottan
DDC, Rajinder Chib
Prabhari, HS Pummy Seh
Prabhari, Rinku Choudhary,
Chander Bhushan, Ghar
Singh, Krishan Choudhary,
Suraj Singh Mandal
Presidents, Tarsem BDC,
Omkar Singh, Gurpreet
Saini, Rashpal Choudhary,

Darshan Choudhary, Surjeet
Choudhary, Ghara Ram Ex
Sarpanches, Sr leader Satpal
Pappi, Swaran Chib, Ashok
Choudhary, Natha Ram SC
Morcha, GR Bhagat, Anand
Kalia, Jarnail Singh, Dr PP

Singh, Rajni Choudhary,
Adv Bodh Raj Rao, Basant
Darsopur, Vijay Chib Choga,
Raju Sardar, Prem
Choudhary, Jawahar Singh,
Satish Raju, Capt Karnail
Singh, Capt Soudagar were

also present at program.
Jugal Kishore Sharma, while
addressing the Sammelan,
expressed gratitude to the
voters of Suchetgarh
Assembly Constituency for
voting in his favour in the

recently held Parliamentary
Polls and supporting the
Modi government. 

He said that their votes
have renewed the energy of
Modi government to work to
develop the Jammu &
Kashmir and, benefit every
needy person of society. “It is
obvious that the people are
in favour of the policies of
Modi government and hence
ensured the Modi govern-
ment for the successive third
term, which testifies the
strong credentials of the
Modi government. 

Modi government has
worked for the welfare of the
needy, neglected and
oppressed people in these 10
years. The Modi government
has worked for the welfare of

everybody and boosted the
development at grass root
level. This is the reason of the
acceptance of the Modi gov-
ernment at the mass level as
well as the global level”, said
Jugal Kishore Sharma.  Sham
Choudhary, in his address,
enumerated the develop-
ment works done in the
Constituency by the MP
Jugal Kishore Sharma. He
said that the focus of BJP
government is to ensure the
socio-economic development
of the people who were con-
tinuously neglected for
decades together. 

He said that the people
are in full support of the BJP
and the cadre is also fully
prepared to face the upcom-
ing elections.

Modi govt to develop the J&K, benefit every
needy person with renewed energy: Jugal
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TP NEWS:
Pressing for the early

redressal of the issue
raised by youth who
applied for various tech-
nical trades under JKSSB
for the operation of wait-
ing list in multiple
trades, who appeared for
the examination, Sat
Sharma, former Minister
& former BJP State
President, said that the
youth is the future of
nation and the issues
faced by them must not
go unattended for a
longer period of time.

A large deputation of
aspirants of multiple
competitive examina-
tions today visited in the
grievance cell and  repre-
sented that the waiting
lists of AEs, JEs and all
multiple competitive
exams conducted by SSB
should be operated in
case of the posts that fell
vacant due to the resig-

nation of the selected
candidates in the  various
selection lists within a
year.

Sat Sharma, former
Minister, Ashwani
Sharma, former MLA,
Vikram Randhawa, for-
mer MLC, Jeet Angral,
former JMC Chairperson,
and Er. TK Sharma, co-
Incharge Swacch Bharat
Abhiyan were listening
to the public grievances
at BJP headquarter,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.

Sat Sharma, while
interacting with a large
number of youth in a
deputation was apprised
that they are facing diffi-
culty as the JKSSB
authority is not operating
the waiting list for vari-
ous technical trades, after
which he immediately
took up the matter with
the concerned.

Sat Sharma, feeling
concerned towards the
youth, said that no issue
of the youth must go

unattended, as the youth
is the future of a nation
and the society. He said
that the BJP under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has understood the
youth as one of the most
important classes in the
society, which has the
potential to change the
future of the family, soci-
ety, nation and the
world. He said that while
after the abrogation of
the Article 370, Modi
government has done
unprecedented work for
various abandoned and
oppressed sections, the
career, job, and business
opportunities have been
enhanced manifold in the
region.Sat Sharma, also
said that India under the
leadership of PM Modi
has now the distinction
of most successful uni-
corns in the world and
has been scaling heights

in the inventions, discov-
eries, industrialization,
which has created ample
work opportunities for
the youth. The youth of
J&K has benefitted most
from this fast develop-
ment under the Modi
government, said Sat
Sharma.

Ashwani Sharma said
that BJP has fulfilled the
aspirations of all the sec-
tions of society, while
strengthening the nation
with futuristic vision. He
said that the Modi gov-
ernment has committed
itself to prepare the
nation to lead the world
and stressed that this will
empower every person in
the society.

Vikram Randhawa
said that the BJP is the
party of people and
every issue faced by the
public is of paramount
importance for the party.
He assured the deputa-

tions that their issues will
be pursued for their
prompt disposal.

Jeet Angral and Er. TK
Sharma managed the
proceedings of the griev-
ances camp. They shared
that more than 50 depu-
tations visited the party
headquarters to share
their grievances with the
senior leaders.

Various other deputa-
tions and individuals
from Samba, Talab Tillo,
Satwari, Doda, Ajeet
Nagar, Nagrota, Janipur,
Amb, Kishtwar and other
places shared their griev-
ances with the BJP lead-
ers, which were related
to electricity, pension
case, promotion, repair of
road, sewerage, drains,
land record correction,
water supply. All the
grievances were taken up
with the senior officials
of the concerned depart-
ments for early disposal.

J&K Youth benefitted by 370 abrogation: Sat Sharma

TP NEWS:
A delegation of Other Backward

Classes (OBC) today called on National
Conference Additional General
Secretary and Former Minister Ajay
Kumar Sadhotra and pitched for the
implementation of the Mandal
Commission Report to empower the
weaker sections of society socially, eco-
nomically and politically.

Led by  Kewal Krishan Fottra, the del-
egation also sought Reservation as per
Mandal Commission Report and reser-
vation of Seats in the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, and
called for caste based survey in Jammu
and Kashmir so that the benefits of
progress and other welfare schemes
reach every segment as per their popula-
tion.

While endorsing the demands of the
delegation, Mr Sadhotra said these
issues of immense importance would be
taken up with the Manifesto
Formulation Committee of the National
Conference for consideration and inclu-

sion. He said his party stands for the
welfare and socio-economic and politi-
cal empowerment of the weaker sec-
tions, peasants, women and the youth.
He referred to various landmark initia-
tives taken by the successive

National Conference governments,
saying their impact has been huge to
empower these sections optimally.
Sadhotra also recalled the contribution
of the National Conference led govern-
ment under  Omar Abdullah as Chief
Minister towards the welfare and
empowerment of Other Backward
Classes, saying due to strenuous efforts
the reservation of OBCs was enhanced
upto 4 percent during his tenure but that
was not implemented by the successive
government.

During Omar Abdullah’s govern-
ment, separate Board for Welfare of the
OBCs was constituted. 

He assured the delegation that the
various other issues raised would be
pursued at appropriate levels
vigorously.

OBC Delegation meets Sadhotra,
pitches for implementation 
of Mandal Commission Report

TP NEWS:
Senior BJP leader Mr

Devender Singh Rana
led-delegation of the
representatives of
protesting shopkeepers
and others of Nai Basti
area here today called
on Lieutenant Governor
Mr Manoj Sinha and
appealed to him for tak-
ing a sympathetic view
to the genuine demand
of the people, who were
looking upto him for
succour.

The Lieutenant
Governor was very sym-
pathetic to the demands
of these aggrieved shop-
keepers and assured
them that the govern-
ment's intention has
always been and will be
to protect the interests
of the poor and those
who are underprivi-
leged, said Mr Devender
Singh Rana after the
meeting.

While making a fer-
vent appeal to the
Lieutenant Governor on
behalf of the affected
shopkeepers, Mr
Devender Rana said that
the Nai Basti
Shopkeepers have been
running their establish-
ments and deriving sus-
tenance for the past six
to seven decades in the
area. <

He said their ances-
tors were also carrying
on small businesses
from these establish-
ments and therefore
their relocation will
hugely affect their fami-
lies. In all, 39 establish-
ments are coming under
the widening drive, he
added.

Rana expressed grati-
tude to Lt. Governor for
his gracious gesture of
giving a patient hearing
to the aggrieved traders
as also reassuring them

while they were in dis-
tress. 

He said Mr. Manoj
Sinha Ji has always pro-
actively acted in favour
of the people to redress
their genuine demands.

The Lieutenant
Governor assured the
delegation that their
demands would be
examined at appropriate
level and efforts would
be made to ensure that
their sustenance is not
affected.

The delegation com-
prised of Pawan Singh
Ex-Corporator, Naveen
Gupta, Bazar President,
Gurpreet Dogra, Shiv
Kumar, Tarsem Lal,
Sanjay Gupta, Vivek
Kumar, Raj Singh,  Sham
Lal, Vikas Verma,
Jaivinder Singh, Dinesh
Kumar Raina, Rakesh
Kumar, Ashok Kumar,
Vikrant Sharma and
others.

Rana led Nai Basti 
delegation meets LG



No Tents will be  allowed
in Gulmarg without 
permission: GDA

TP NEWS:
Citing environmental concerns and illegal activities,

the Gulmarg Development Authority (GDA) on
Thursday informed that no tents will be allowed in
Gulmarg without proper permission.

Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Gulmarg
Development Authority, Waseem Raja

In a communique said that to protect the eco-fragile
zone of Gulmarg and maintain its status as a world-
famous tourist destination, the installation of tents will
now require prior permission from the GDA.

The directive comes in response to the increasing
number of tents being set up without proper authori-
zation, leading to issues such as littering, illegal park-
ing on green slopes, lighting fires on greens, and law
and order problems. Visitors wishing to install tents in
Gulmarg must apply for permission via email at gul-
marggda@gmail.com or through WhatsApp at
8803993001. No tents will be allowed without prior
approval from the GDA, the communique added.

DC Srinagar reviews 
arrangements for celebration of
Independence -Day, 2024
TP NEWS:

In order to ensure smooth celebration of forthcom-
ing Independence-Day, 2024 in the District, the Deputy
Commissioner (DC), Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din
Bhat Monday convened a meeting of Officers from
Civil and Police Administration at Meeting Hall of the
DC Office Complex, here.

At the outset, the DC reviewed in detail the arrange-
ments/preparatory activities to be put in place by the
respective Departments for seamless celebration of the
national event, as Srinagar is hosting the main event on
August 15, 2024 across Jammu and Kashmir.

The DC emphasized the importance of National
event and instructed that adequate sensitization of
staff, pertaining to the significance and protocol of the
day, particularly the flag code is imparted to their staff
by District Officers.

He highlighted the need for meticulous planning
and seamless execution of all arrangements to ensure a
grand celebration of Independence Day-2024.

On the occasion, the DC directed the Officers of all
concerned Departments to work out a comprehensive
plan in order to ensure all necessary preparations are
made well in advance with regard to the March Past
Parade, Cultural programmes, commentary proceed-
ing on the event, Dais flowering and other related
arrangements and proper synchronization of events.

The DC also took stock of the arrangements and
other facilities to be put in place with regard to Seating
arrangements, Transport & Parking facilities,
Electricity & Water supply, Medical & First Aid, Fire
and Emergency services, installation of PAS, erection
of hoardings, catering arrangements, installation of
LED screens and their proper positioning, hoisting of
National Flag and Illumination of Government
Buildings. Besides Media management, Security relat-
ed matters, issuance of security passes, and entry of
VVIPs, VIPs and other participants were also dis-
cussed threadbare.

The DC strictly directed all the sectoral and District
Officers to ensure necessary arrangements for flag
hoisting at their respective offices, besides in schools,
colleges, universities and other institutions. Concerned
from KPDCL were advised to ensure illumination of
Government buildings and prominent places.

With regard to invitation cards and seating arrange-
ments, the DC asked the Officers to conduct a compre-
hensive exercise to make sure that invitation cards are
delivered to all invitee dignitaries well in advance,
besides proper seating arrangement made in accor-
dance to the precedence of protocol.The DC stressed
on making fool-proof security arrangements in and
around the Stadium to ensure hassle-free celebrations
of the function.

He also assessed the parking facilities for the digni-
taries and other participants coming to attend the func-
tion, besides for vehicles used to ferry participants to
the main venue.
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TP NEWS:
Union Joint Secretary,

Department of Food and Public
Distribution, Rajender Kumar who
is also the Central Nodal Officer for
Jal Shakti Abhiyaan: Catch the
Rain-2024, today chaired a compre-
hensive review meeting at the DC
Office to evaluate the initiative's
progress and strategise future steps
under the theme "Nari Shakti Se Jal
Shakti". 

The meeting aimed to coordinate
the implementation of various rain-
water harvesting and conservation
measures, review the source of sus-

tainability aspects, and assess the
achievements made so far.Deputy
Commissioner Jammu, Sachin
Kumar Vaishya, SE Hydraulics
Bodh Raj, Assistant Commissioner
Development Dr. Vikas Sharma,
Chief Planning Officer Uttam
Singh, Assistant Commissioner
Revenue Dr. Rajesh Kumar and
other key officers from various
departments attended the meet-
ing.The Deputy Commissioner pre-
sented a detailed block-wise analy-
sis of achievements under the ini-
tiative through a powerpoint pres-
entation, highlighting the progress

made in each block.
Discussions focussed on the

accomplishments of the previous
financial year and plans for the
ongoing year. The Joint Secretary
emphasised the importance of
timely updates on government web
portals regarding all achievements
and progress made in the project.
He stressed the need for effective
implementation, monitoring and
convergence with other schemes to
ensure the success of Jal Shakti
Abhiyaan. 

Following the meeting, Union
Joint Secretary conducted an exten-
sive field visit to Miran Sahib and
surrounding areas to assess ongo-
ing Jal Shakti works, including
pond construction and water con-
servation efforts by the Jal Shakti
Department and Rural
Development Department.

Union Joint Secretary will contin-
ue field visits and on-ground
reviews across various blocks of the
district tomorrow, ensuring thor-
ough monitoring and effective
implementation of the Jal Shakti
Abhiyaan: Catch the Rain-2024
initiative.

Union Joint Secretary reviews Jal Shakti
Abhiyan: Catch the Rain in Jammu

TP NEWS:
Kashmir Power Distribution

Corporation Limited (KPDCL) has
intensified its drive against non-
payment of electricity bills and
remotely disconnected thousands of
smart-metered consumers.

Similarly, in flat-rated areas,
those consumers who haven’t paid
their pending dues for months
together are being physically dis-
connected, till they clear their bills
with KPDCL.

In a press statement issued here
today, a KPDCL spokesperson stat-
ed that fervent appeals have been
made urging consumers to pay their
bills on time. He further stated that
KPDCL is a Service Provider that
needs timely clearance of bills by all

categories of consumers for electric-
ity supplied to remain economically
viable.While 1,134 smart-metered
consumers were disconnected in
Electric Division Chanapora on
Thursday, electricity supply of 440
consumers in ESD Baramulla I, 240
in ESD Baramulla II and 228 in ESD
Qazigund were also snapped.Large
number of consumers are being
remotely disconnected across other
Subdivisions of Habba Kadal,
Watalkadal,  Hawal, Anantnag,
Kupwara, Handwara, Sopore,
Budgam, Chadoora, Zainakote,
Zakura, Nishat and  Dalgate for not
paying bills for over three months,”
he added.Seeking cooperation from
all consumers in clearing pending
dues, the spokesman said that

KPDCL will further accelerate dis-
connection drives against defaulter
consumers who are reluctant to pay
their electricity bills on time.Urging
the consumers with huge opening
balance to avail the benefits of
Government’s Power Amnesty
Scheme, the spokesman advised
them to approach the concerned
Electric Subdivision for paying
principal amount in full or instal-
ments, enabling them to claim
waiver on late payment surcharge.

“To facilitate the consumers,
KPDCL is organising Amnesty
Camps on daily basis across all
Electric Divisions and so far, over 1
lakh domestic consumers have
availed the benefits of the scheme,”
he added.

KPDCL disconnects thousands
of non-paying consumers+

TP NEWS:
J&K fencers representing India

have made the Nation proud by
securing 1 silver and 3 bronze
medals at the Commonwealth
Fencing Championship in New
Zealand.Harshit Kohli won a silver

medal in the Sabre team event;
Shreya Gupta earned a bronze
medal in the Sabre individual
event; Chhavi Sharma took home a
bronze medal in the Sabre team
event while Sufyan Waheed Sohil
won a bronze medal in the Epee
team event.It is noteworthy that
Harshit Kohli and Chhavi Sharma
are the trainees at the JKSC’s Khelo
India State Centre of Excellence for
Fencing, while Shreya Gupta and
Sufyan Waheed are being trained
at the National Centre of
Excellence in Gujarat and Patiala,
respectively.Secretary, Youth
Services and Sports, Sarmad
Hafeez, congratulated all the
medalists and praised their excep-
tional performance at the presti-

gious Commonwealth Fencing
Championship. “It is heartening to
see our youth competing on inter-
national stages and proving to be
the best. 

The diligent efforts of the LG
administration are evident as ath-
letes from these centers consistent-
ly win medals at both national and
international levels,” he
added.Secretary, J&K Sports
Council, Nuzhat Gull, also comple-
mented the athletes, calling it a
proud moment for the entire J&K.
She emphasized that the primary
aim of these high-performance cen-
ters is to train athletes for interna-
tional competitions, and the Center
of Excellence for Fencing is contin-
uously yielding results. 

J&K Fencing Athletes make India proud at
Commonwealth Championship in New Zealand
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Editorial

THE Union Budget must address infrastruc-
ture growth, job creation and clean energy
initiatives

The 2024 Union Budget will be presented in the
Lok Sabha on July 23rd.

This will be the first budget by NDA-3, likely
to continue its earlier policies. 

However, setbacks in the recent elections might
lead to course corrections, and some populist
measures may be included in the budget by
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. As
the Union Budget 2024-25 approaches, the Indian
economy stands at a pivotal juncture, character-
ized by robust growth prospects and lingering
challenges. 

The GDP growth forecast remains optimistic,
buoyed by a strong recovery in various sectors,
particularly manufacturing, services, and tech-
nology. 

However, inflationary pressures, high fiscal
deficits, and global economic uncertainties pose
significant challenges.

The government has made concerted efforts in
the past to enhance infrastructure, digitalisation,
and clean energy initiatives, reflecting its com-
mitment to sustainable development. Despite
these strides, issues like unemployment, income
inequality, and rural distress persist, necessitat-
ing targeted fiscal measures. 

The forthcoming budget is expected to address
these concerns, aiming to foster economic
resilience, stimulate investment, and ensure
inclusive growth for the nation. It is an opportu-
nity to streamline the economy and heal ailing
sectors. People’s prime concerns remain inflation,
which can be dexterously handled with tight fis-
cal planning. 

The Union Budget under NDA 3.0 must priori-
tise infrastructure growth and job creation, aim-
ing to boost manufacturing through public-pri-
vate partnerships. Changes in personal taxation
and pension schemes are also expected, focusing
on long-term fiscal sustainability and middle-
class relief.

There is significant industry expectation for
reforms and incentives to bring them back on
track. The real estate sector, a major catalyst for
economic growth and a vital provider of employ-
ment, urgently needs industry status to access
lower-cost financing and tax benefits. High taxes
on essential materials like cement and steel, par-
ticularly the 28% GST on cement must be
addressed to sustain growth. 

India's electric vehicle (EV) sector stands at a
crucial juncture, with high expectations for the
upcoming budget.

The government should prioritise incentivising
firms to use EVs for last-mile delivery operations.
Reducing GST rates for renewable energy compo-
nents from the current 18% to 5% could lower the
cost structure for green energy projects, promot-
ing faster adoption across the country.

The upcoming budget is expected to focus on
employee welfare, formal job creation, reducing
compliance complexity, and addressing the skill
gap. Job creation and equipping people with
desired skills, especially in technology, must be
focal points.

The budget should allocate more funds to tech
infrastructure and resources, preparing students
for a tech-driven job market and supporting
entrepreneurial growth. Overall, the Budget
must provide a definitive direction for India's
economic agenda, with a strong emphasis on
infrastructure, job creation, clean energy, and
comprehensive sectoral reforms.

 A S MITTAL
The first budget by NDA-3 is anticipated to address

the demands of stakeholders and States seeking assis-
tance to bridge regional disparities

The NDA-3 government is gearing up to present its
first budget on July 23. This budget carries high expec-
tations as it is anticipated to outline a 5-year economic
agenda and is expected to deliver substantially to meet
the demands of stakeholders and states seeking assis-
tance. Discussions are underway regarding the rein-
statement of special status for states like Bihar and
Andhra Pradesh, with demands from Janata Dal
(United) and Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in exchange
for their support for the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance government. Andhra Pradesh's CM, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, has demanded Rs one trillion to
support the state's industrial and infrastructure devel-
opment. The demand for special category status for
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh poses the crucial question
of why a similar approach should not be adopted to
accelerate and expand the industrial growth of Punjab,
a landlocked border state. This expectation arises at a
critical time when the state is experiencing a significant
divergence in its industrial activities due to stagnant
growth and reduced exports. These circumstances
demand new measures to catapult the state to greater
heights. In the mid-nineties, neighbouring hill states
like Himachal Pradesh reaped the benefits of a central
special industrial package, while Punjab faced signifi-
cant setbacks as many major players expanded and
shifted their operations to the hilly states.

The geographical disadvantage of being distant from
seaports has led to certain investment disadvantages
and stagnant growth in the industrial sector. Today,
Punjab demands a level playing field to compete on an
equal footing, as its key manufacturing industries have
the potential to become an 'Engine of Growth.' Punjab
inherited a fragile industrial base at the time of India's
partition in 1947, which was further eroded with the
creation of Haryana in 1966. The 1980s and 1990s were
tumultuous due to terrorism and social unrest, impact-
ing industrial growth in the region. Currently, Punjab
only accounts for 5% of industrial units in the country,
with a 3.6% Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)
in the industrial sector over the last five fiscal years. In
contrast, neighbouring states like Haryana have
demonstrated higher growth rates at 5.9%. Punjabis
positioned 10th with a score of 58.95 in the Export
Preparedness Index (EPI) ranking 2023, whereas
Haryana holds the 5th position with a score of 63.65. It
raises concern that Gujarat has the highest number of 8
districts among the top 25 districts in terms of export
share, followed by Maharashtra with 5 districts,
Haryana with one, and Punjab with none.

Moreover, in terms of foreign direct investments
(FDI), Punjab ranks 12th, having attracted only 0.49%
of FDI. This is in stark contrast to neighbouring
Haryana, which ranks sixth with FDI equity inflows
accounting for 4.17% of the total inflows. The erosion of
industry is a pressing crisis in Punjab. Despite efforts
by successive governments to attract investments, sig-
nificant hurdles such as location disadvantage, law and
order and frequent protests persist. One major issue is
the location disadvantage, as Punjab's distance from

seaports makes its industrial operations non-competi-
tive in the global market.

Two years ago, CM Bhagwant Maan announced in
the Vision Punjab conclave of ASSOCHAM that Punjab
aims to become the first state in the country to own
wagons (Punjab on wheels), offering a potential solu-
tion to dilute the freight burden.

However, the success of this endeavour depends on
the support from both the cen tral and state govern-
ments. Punjab is an exceptional hub for textile yarn,
bicycles, hosiery, tractors, automobile components,
sports goods, engineering goods, and leather.

These industrial clusters possess immense potential
and can be further strengthened.  Ludhiana proudly
leads as the top producer of blended yarn and hosiery,
as well as the second-largest producer of polyester silk,
fibre, and cotton yarn. It dominates woollen knitwear
(95%) and hosiery (65%) exports, showcasing its
strength in the global market. While China holds a
dominant position with a 37% share, India is posi-
tioned with a 5% share in the global export market, and
there is huge potential for expansion in export markets
such as the USA, UAE, UK, Germany, France, and
Australia. 

Ludhiana also commands a remarkable 92% of
India’s total bicycle parts production and 75% of bicy-
cle production, securing its position as the leading
exporter of bicycles from India with an 80% share.
While India lags behind China in bicycle exports, there
is clear potential to aggressively expand global exports
with untapped opportunities in the US, European
countries, and Africa as burgeoning bicycle markets.
Jalandhar holds a solid 45% share of the total produc-
tion, with 75% of the country’s sports goods being
exported from the city.

Despite China's dominant position as the largest
exporter of sports goods with a share of 42.2%, India's
current 0.56% share of global exports signifies the
untapped potential for Punjab's growth, with lucrative
prospects in the USA, UK, Brazil, Germany, Mexico,
South Africa, Colombia, and Argentina. Punjab plays a
pivotal role, hosting one-third of total OEMs in the
farm equipment segment and serving as the leading
tractor manufacturer, contributing one-third to India's
production. With a commanding share in exports,
Punjab stands tall as the largest exporter.

Despite India's current 2.2% share, the potential for
over 2 lakh tractors to be exported in the next 3 years to
burgeoning markets such as Brazil, Argentina, Turkey,
SAARC, and African nations is undeniable. Wish List:
Priority Focus on PLI: The Production Linked
Incentives (PLI) scheme should be thoroughly re-eval-
uated to ensure it delivers the intended impact on com-
petitiveness and scale. Monitoring its progress closely
is critical.The slow progress of the PLI scheme, espe-
cially in labour-intensive sectors like textiles, automo-
biles, and components, must be addressed urgently. To
achieve broader goals such as enhancing exports,
attracting significant investments, and generating
employment, expanding PLI to new sectors like bicy-
cles and sports goods is imperative to encompass the
maximum number of MSMEs.Assertive GST
Rationalization: There is an urgent need to rationalize
the current GST structure to eliminate the complex hur-
dles created by multiple tax slabs. Transitioning from
the existing structure to a simplified two or three-slab
framework and providing exemptions for previously
exempted items such as farm implements is crucial to
streamline the system.

Critical Focus on Logistics Cost: Competitive and
efficient logistics are the foundation for industrial
growth. Policy-backed support for state-owned wag-
ons in landlocked border states like Punjab is essential
to address the over-freight burden and provide a level
playing field to manufacturing hubs. Incentivizing
labour-intensive and export-oriented industries in the
upcoming budget is vital to driving the country's eco-
nomic growth and employment generation.

(The Author is Vice-Chairman of Sonalika ITL
Group, Vice-Chairman(Cabinet minister rank) of the

Punjab Economic Policy and Planning Board,

Prioritising growth and
regional developmentExpectations

from the budget
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Gas Vs Heart Attack:
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TP NEWS:
Jammu Power Distribution Corporation

Limited (JPDCL) has successfully sup-
plied an additional 2000 lac units of power
to meet the increasing demand during the
peak summer season. This brings the total
power supply to 14000 lac units, a signifi-
cant increase of 16.71% compared to the
previous year's supply of 12000 lac units.

According to MD JPDCL, Vikas
Kundal, "We are committed to providing
smooth and uninterrupted power to the
people of Jammu. Our team has worked
tirelessly to reduce the turnaround time
for transformer repairs, and we are aug-
menting our infrastructure under RDSS to
provide extra power to the people."

Kundal added, "We understand the
importance of reliable power supply dur-
ing the hot summer months, and we are
working judiciously to minimize interrup-
tions. The additional supply of power is a
result of the synergy between various
wings of JPDCL, and we appreciate the
appreciation from the people of Jammu
for our efforts to ensure quality power
supply."

JPDCL's efforts have resulted in a signif-
icant reduction in power outages, with
only a few instances reported. The corpo-
ration is committed to continuing its
efforts to provide reliable and quality
power supply to the people of Jammu.

The demand for electricity in homes
and businesses increases during the sum-
mer season. This is primarily because of
the need for Cooling appliances such as
Air Conditioners, air coolers etc.Over the
years this surge in demand has prompted
the JPDCL to strategize and invest in addi-
tional power resources to meet the energy
needs of the region effectively.

The move to provide extra units of

power supply underscores JPDCL’s com-
mitment to addressing the power short-
ages and voltage fluctuations that have
plagued the region during the summer
months.

According to MDJPDCL Vikas Kundal
“The two main issues JPDCL face in the
peak of summer are the use of crude gadg-
ets especially low efficiency Air condition-
ers and illegal hooking. We want con-
sumers to cooperate so that we can give
our best service,” they said.

“If people use electricity judiciously and
pay as per the consumption then there
won’t be many power cuts,” he main-
tained.

Further, Executive Engineer Electric
Division- Parade while clarifying his
stance said that he caters to 65000 con-
sumers and roughly 2373 Distribution
Transformers the average damage rate of
these DTs is one or two in a day and are
replaced within Eight hours.

Executive Engineer Electric Division-
Gandhi Nagar said that he caters to 170000
consumers and roughly 10000
Distribution Transformers the average
damage rate of these DTs is six or seven in
a day and are replaced within Eight
hours.Executive Engineer Electric
Division- Janipur said that he caters to
168000 consumers and roughly 5800
Distribution Transformers the average
damage rate of these DTs is six or seven in
a day and are replaced within Eight
hours.Executive Engineer Sub
Transmission Division- II who caters to
50% of Jammu & Samba districts said that
there are around 147 receiving stations
with installed capacity of 1330 MVA.
Other than one receiving station namely
Bahu Fort which gets regular faults due to
overloading.

JPDCL boosts power supply by
16.7% to meet Summer demand

TP NEWS:
Jammu and Kashmir’s

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha Thursday
said that the security
forces will adopt the
"Kashmir model" to
counter the efforts of
revival of terrorism in
Jammu region by the
adversary.

“People of Jammu
have never supported
terrorism and instead
always stood against it.
J&K has gone through a
huge transformation in
the past four to five
years.

In Kashmir’s ten dis-
tricts, peace prevails
and young boys and
girls are shaping their
future in innovations

and other sectors includ-
ing Agriculture etc,” the
LG said addressing the
launch function of
Hausla 2.0 and Start-ups
portal at International
Convention Centre on
the banks of famous Dal
Lake here, as per news
agency.

He said that “our
neighbour is not able to
digest the peace prevail-
ing in J&K.” “Efforts are
being made to revive
terrorism in the Jammu
region.

We will not allow
revival of terrorism in
Jammu at any cost and
adopt the Kashmir
model to wipe out ter-
rorism in Jammu. The
way security forces
crushed terrorism in
Kashmir, a similar strat-
egy will be adopted in
Jammu as well,” the LG
said, adding that “today
all terror outfits in
Kashmir are headless.”

He said there is a
peaceful atmosphere
prevailing in the Valley
and one could have
never thought about it
some five years ago. “A
series of steps were
taken to shape the
future of youth. We
launched back to the vil-
lage, my town my pride,
identification of youth
for skill development

and entrepreneurship at
Panchayat level,” the LG
said. 

LG Sinha’s statement
comes on a day when
Army Chief General
Upendera Dwivedi is
arriving in Jammu to
chair a high level securi-
ty review meeting in the
wake of surge in terror-
ist attacks on army,
especially the killing of
four soldiers including
the captain rank officer
in the terrorist ambush
at Doda district on July
16. In the past 32 months
48 soldiers were killed
in action in J&K.

The LG said that at
present, 540 boys and
girls are becoming
entrepreneurs on a daily
basis in J&K.   “A total of
840 start-ups have come
up in J&K of which 265
are run by young
women,” he said.

With peace, the LG
said, in the past four to
five years, J&K has seen
transparency in the gov-
ernment recruitment
process. “Not a single
person was appointed
on the basis of any sort
of influence. 

Children of cart
pullers, vegetable ven-
dors and street vendors
have got government
jobs for the first time,”
he said.

Will adopt Kashmir model to wipe-out
terrorism in Jammu: LG Manoj Sinha


