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TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor

Shri Manoj Sinha today
felicitated and interacted
with the Youth during
Pratibha Samman
Samaroh at Shri Lal
Bahadur Shastri Degree
College, Gonda, Uttar
Pradesh. The event was
organized to commemo-
rate the death anniver-
sary of former Member of
Parliament and senior BJP
Leader Shri Satya Deo
Singh.At the memorial
event, the Lieutenant
Governor paid homage to
Shri Satya Deo Singh and
recalled his dedicated

service to the nation and
commitment to the public
good.“Satya Deo Singh
was a widely respected
leader who distinguished
himself in various capaci-
ties in a public career
spanning more than four

decades. He understood
the needs of the future
and the challenges India
was facing and remained
committed to provide
solutions by ensuring
social equality and equal
access to opportunity for
all,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

In his address, the
Lieutenant Governor
highlighted the changes
taking place in higher
education sector, under
the guidance of Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, in the
past few years.

TP NEWS:
Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah today reiterat-
ed his government’s com-
mitment to unbiased gov-
ernance, emphasizing
that decisions would not
be influenced by political
affiliations or party lines.

He urged officers to
address public issues
brought forth by elected
representatives with seri-
ousness and urgency.
Chairing a district review
meeting at the
Conference Hall in
Samba, the Chief Minister
was accompanied by

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary,
Ministers Sakeena Itoo,
Javed Ahmad Rana, Javid
Ahmad Dar, and Satish
Sharma.The meeting was
also attended by District
Development Council

chairperson Samba,
Members of Legislative
Assembly SS Slathia
(Samba), Chander
Prakash Ganga
(Vijaypur), and Devinder
Kumar Manyal
(Ramgarh). Besides, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Additional Chief
Secretary to the CM
Dheeraj Gupta, adminis-
trative secretaries, depart-
mental heads, and other
senior officers.

Highlighting the
importance of responsive
governance, the 

TP NEWS:
Transport Commiss-

ioner, Vishesh Mahajan
today held a meeting
with representatives of
school authorities regard-
ing the safety audit of
vehicles ferrying stu-
dents. 

The aim of the move
was to seek active partici-
pation and cooperation
from the school authori-
ties to ensure that vehi-
cles used for ferrying stu-
dents are fit and safe for
transportation.

Referring to the
Supreme Court's direc-
tions for school buses, the

Transport Commissioner
set 31st January as the
deadline for the manda-
tory installation of CCTV
in school buses so that
every activity of the driv-
er and assisting staff
while driving is moni-
tored. This will ensure
the safety of students
round the clock.

The school authorities
were directed to ensure
that all vehicles are fitted
with functional speed
governors, with the speed
fixed at 40 km/h as per
guidelines issued from
time to time.

TP NEWS:
As the 40-day harshest

winter period is all set to
commence by this week-
end, the weatherman
here has forecasted a
light snow over higher
reaches on the occasion.
However, there is no
forecast of any major wet
spell till the next 10 days.

According to the news
agency the cold wave
continued to tighten its
grip across Kashmir
amidst the persistent dry
spell at the majority of
places. As per the details,
Srinagar, the summer
capital of J&K,

TP NEWS:
The Jammu and

Kashmir Police, in a joint
operation with the Indian
Army, arrested two local
residents along with a
huge quantity of nar-
cotics from near the Line
of Control (LoC) in the
border Rajouri district on
Sunday midnight.

The operation was ini-
tiated based on specific
intelligence in the border
village of Sair-Makri,
which falls under the
jurisdiction of 

TP NEWS:
The debate over the

reliability (or non-relia-
bility) of Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
has reemerged with
Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar
Abdullah raising the
issue thereby bringing to
the fore the disagreement
within the leaders of the
INDIA bloc over the
issue.

In an interview to news
agency , Omar Abdullah
dismissed Congress
party's allegations that
EVMs were tampered
with and asserted that he

has never blamed the
EVMs for election out-
comes.

Abdullah said that par-
ties should not contest
elections if they do not
trust the EVMs.

"If you have problems
with the EVMs, then you
should be consistent in
those problems."

"When you get a hun-
dred plus members of
Parliament using the
same EVMs, and you cel-
ebrate that as sort of a vic-
tory for your party, you
can't then a few months
later turn around

TP NEWS:
The Finance

Department and JAKFAS
Monday convened a con-
dolence meeting to
mourn the tragic and
untimely demise of
Namisha Dogra, Chief
Accounts Officer,
JMRDA.

Director General,
Accounts and Treasuries,
Fayaz Ahmad Lone,
expressed deepest shock
and sorrow over the
demise of CAO,
Namisha. He extended
his heartfelt sympathies
to the bereaved family
during these difficult
times, offering support
and strength in their hour
of grief. He assured them
that the entire depart-

ment stands in solidarity
with them, providing
strength and comfort as
they cope with this tragic
loss.Director General,
Codes, Mahesh Das;
Director General, Budget,
Mohammad Sultan Malik
and other senior officers,
who also attended the
condolence meeting, con-
veyed their condolences
to the bereaved family
and prayed for eternal
peace to the departed
soul. They remembered
Namisha as a passionate
officer, acknowledging
her professionalism,
warmth and commitment
towards her duties.
President JAKFAS,
Rashim Deepika, offered

Transport Commissioner sets Jan
31 as deadline for installation 
of CCTV cameras in school buses 

2 held with 5 kg
of heroin near LoC
in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri

Congress asks Omar
Abdullah to check his facts
after J&K CM dismisses
allegations against EVMs

Finance Deptt mourns demise
of CAO, Namisha Dogra

Chila-i-Kalan to
commence with
light snowfall over
higher reaches

TP NEWS:
The BJP-led central

government will table the
contentious 'One Nation
One Election' Bill in Lok
Sabha  (December 17), a
government statement
said.The government has
announced that Union
Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal is set to intro-
duce two significant bills
in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. These include
the ONOP Bill, officially
titled The Constitution
(One Hundred and
T w e n t y - N i n t h
Amendment) Bill, 2024,
and The Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill.

In view of the tabling of
the bill, the BJP has issued
a three-line whip to all
MPs in Lok Sabha .

After the introduction
of the bill, one of the BJP's
long-standing poll prom-
ises, in Parliament,
Meghwal is likely to
request Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla to refer
it to a Joint Committee of
Parliament for wider con-
sultations.

The joint panel will be
formed on a pro rata
basis, reflecting the pro-
portional strength of MPs
from various political
parties. According to a
party official, the BJP,

being the largest party,
will hold the chairman-
ship of the committee and
secure multiple member
positions.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla will announce the
committee's composition
by tomorrow evening.

Several Opposition
leaders, including Rahul
Gandhi, Mamata Banerjee
and MK Stalin have
opposed the idea of
simultaneous polls in the
country, calling the bill
"anti-democratic" and an
authoritarian move
designed to "undermine
India's democracy".

One Nation One Election bill to be
tabled in Lok Sabha on Dec 17

Visionary National Education Policy is laying a
strong foundation for our future growth: LG Sinha

CM Omar Abdullah vows to keep 
governance free from political affiliations

TP NEWS:
Authorities on Monday

attached two residential
houses belonging to
alleged drug peddlers in
Kupwara district of
Jammu and Kashmir, a
police spokesperson said.

“Police in Kupwara
have attached two resi-
dential properties
belonging to drug ped-
dlers in the border area of
Karnah under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act,” the police
spokesperson said.

He said it is the first
time that such stringent
action has been taken
under the NDPS Act in
this region.

Properties of alleged
drug peddlers
attached in Kupwara
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Chila-i-Kalan to ....
witnessed a low of minus 3.4 degree Celsius while
Gulmarg, a famous ski-resort, recorded a low of minus 4.0
degree Celsius.In Pahalgam, the mercury settled at minus
5.0 degree Celsius while in Qazigund, a gateway of
Kashmir, it settled at minus 4.0 degree Celsius. North
Kashmir’s Kupwar recorded a low of minus 4.2 degree
Celsius while Kokernag in South Kashmir recorded a min-
imum temperature of 3.9 degree Celsius.
Furthermore, the Meteorological department has predict-
ed persistent cold wave conditions at isolated to scattered
places.For the next four days till December 20, the Director
MeT, Dr Mukhtar Ahmad has predicted generally dry and
cloudy weather conditions.However, on December 21
when the 40-day harshest winter period commences, the
MeT Director has said that generally cloudy weather is
expected with the possibility of light snow over higher
reaches towards late evening or night of 21st to 22nd early
morning & dry weather thereafter.
From December 23 to December 26, he said that the weath-
er would remain generally dry. Meanwhile, in its adviso-
ry, the MeT has said that in view of fresh snowfall, the sub-
freezing temperature & icy conditions over roads of
important passes and higher reaches, the tourists, trav-
ellers and transporters are advised to follow administra-
tion and traffic advisory.

2 held with ....
the Bhawani police station. Sources indicated that

approximately 5 kg of heroin was seized from the houses
of the two arrested. The questioning of the arrested peo-
ple was in progress.The seized narcotic was reported to
have been smuggled from across the LoC and meant to
fund terror activities out of its sale proceeds, sources
added. During preliminary investigations, the police dis-
covered that a dumper, a motorcycle, and a load carrier
were involved in narcotics smuggling, sources said,
adding that the authorities subsequently seized all three
vehicles.Notably, this is the same area where village
defence guards (VDGs) apprehended four cross-border
smugglers in two separate incidents in April this year. As
much as 9.98 kg of heroin was seized from those smug-
glers. The Sair-Makri village falls ahead of the barbed
wire fence along the LoC, which is also called as Anti-
Infiltration Obstacle System (AIOS).

Visionary National....
He said the visionary National Education Policy is laying
a strong foundation for our future growth. Focus on
knowledge connectivity, skilling, entrepreneurship and
sustained growth has made India world's new growth
engine, he added. The Lieutenant Governor emphasised
the crucial role of educational institutions in capacity
building of the future workforce and realizing the vision of
Developed India.He observed that the educational institu-
tions are driving the nation's progress and they should
promote learning beyond the classroom.National
Education Policy 2020 emphasizes on capacity building to
adjust to continuously changing scenarios. It has given the
college campus the courage to make new discoveries, new
inventions. We need to make necessary reforms, aligned
with NEP 2020, to develop a conducive environment
where students acquire skills and values to deal with the
challenges of the real world, the Lieutenant Governor
added.“We are the fastest growing economy today but our
challenge is to make sure India's share of world GDP is
more than a quarter by 2047,” he said.The Lieutenant
Governor also gave his valuable suggestions on promot-
ing innovation, invention and research and encouraging
inter-disciplinary education in the educational institu-
tions.Every higher educational institution should focus on
four important aspects - Access, Equity, Quality and
Outcome, and nurture scientific-thinking, curiosity and
creativity among the students. Youth should be prepared
for moral leadership and also motivate others to work for
the welfare of the society, he further added. On the occa-
sion, the Lieutenant Governor felicitated individuals who
excelled in diverse fields. He also inaugurated the Shastri
Pavillion at Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Degree College and
released a publication of Satya Saroj Foundation. Ms Neha
Sharma, President, Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Degree
College Managing Committee; Ms Varsha Singh, Vice
President of the college’s Managing Committee; members
of Satya-Saroj Foundation, prominent citizens, faculty
members and students of the college were present.

CM Omar Abdullah ....
Chief Minister stated, “I urge all of you and your officers
to address the public issues raised by MLAs with serious-
ness and urgency. They are elected representatives of the
people, and it is natural for people to expect solutions
through them. As I have always maintained, this govern-
ment—or any government—should not make decisions
based on the basis of political affiliations. We must priori-
tize whether a project holds public utility or a public issue
benefits the people. If it does, it must be processed and
dealt with without delay.”Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
acknowledged the challenges faced by the administration
this year, citing two major elections as key reasons for
delayed developmental activities.He remarked, “The
Parliament elections stretched over a long period, and the
imposition of the Model Code of Conduct brought work to
a halt. Even in some areas, where the work season coincid-
ed with the elections, progress was further
delayed.”Addressing the district-specific concerns, he
urged the administration to expedite developmental activ-
ities, stating, “Accelerate the pace of work as much as pos-
sible, ensuring it is executed effectively at the ground
level. Efforts must focus on completing the work satisfac-
torily.”He also stressed the importance of timely submis-
sion of Utilization Certificates (UCs) for funds to be allo-
cated by the central government. He said, “When we
approach the central government repeatedly—whether to
discuss with a minister or secure funds for Jammu and
Kashmir—the common complaint is that UCs are not sub-
mitted on time. Prompt submission of UCs will ensure
continuity of financial support and effective resource uti-
lization.” Speaking on governance, CM Omar Abdullah
noted the impact of the return of MLAs after 2018.
“With the return of MLAs, public expectations and pres-
sures have significantly increased. This requires a coordi-
nated effort to address the people’s demands effectively.”
Chief Minister took note of key issues raised during the
meeting such as progress in respect of industrial estates,
installation of smart meters. 
He urged officials to resolve land acquisition and other
bottlenecks to keep the project on track. Touching on
staffing issues, he expressed concern over vacancies in
hospitals and schools due to the practice of staff attach-
ments.He directed officers to provide details of such cases
so that corrective measures can be taken to fill posts in
rural areas. The Chief Minister emphasized the impor-
tance of addressing public grievances raised by DDC
members, MLAs, and civil society during the public out-
reach programme.Other issues raised included drinking
water supply, sanitation, regularization of daily wagers,
upgradation of schools, establishment of colleges in
remote areas, industrial policy, and shortage of staff in
hospitals and schools.Earlier, Deputy Commissioner
Samba, Rajesh Sharma, presented a detailed profile of the
district, outlining targets and achievements across various
departments, including Jal Shakti (PHE), Public Works
(R&B), Power Development, Education, Health,
Agriculture, and Social Welfare.The Chief Minister also e-
inaugurated three key projects and laid the e-foundation
stone for another transformative initiative. These projects,
designed to enhance public welfare and boost the region’s
development, were virtually dedicated to the people.

Transport Commissioner....
They were informed that the vehicles will be seized on the
spot if any school bus will be found violating safety norms
while plying on roads, especially with regard to overload-
ing and over speeding.The authorities assured that all
safety measures outlined in the   Supreme Court guide-
lines are being followed to ensure the safety of children.
They were further asked to restrict underage students
from driving two-wheelers/ four-wheelers in and around
school premises. Additionally, they were directed to hold
counseling sessions with the parents to warn about the
consequences if their wards are not prohibited from
underage driving.The Transport Commissioner was
informed that most schools have their own fleet of vehi-
cles, but some private vehicles are also engaged by par-
ents. Therefore, it is the duty of school authorities to
ensure that these vehicles also comply with the mandato-
ry guidelines, such as emergency exit doors, fire extin-
guishers, first aid kits, GPS trackers, CCTV cameras, the
use of seat belts, fire detection alarm system etc. 

Among others, the meeting was attended by Joint
Transport Commissioner Vinay Samotra, Assistant
Transport Commissioner, ARTO (HQ) Jammu, and school
authorities.

One Nation One....
Accepting suggestions from the Ram Nath Kovind
Committee's report, the Centre has decided to implement
the 'One Nation One Election' bill in two phases.
The first phase will see Lok Sabha and Assembly elections
together, while the second phase will entail local body
polls (panchayat and municipalities) within 100 days of
general elections.
Speaking at Agenda Aaj Tak in his first media interaction
after the BJP's Lok Sabha win, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah pitched for 'One Nation One Election', dismissing
claims by the opposition that bill undermines the princi-
ples of federalism.
"One Nation One Election is not a new thing. Three elec-
tions in this country were conducted under the One
Nation One Election method. In 1952, all elections were
held simultaneously.
In 1957, although elections were scheduled for different
dates, the assemblies of eight states were dissolved,
enabling simultaneous elections. Even after this, the third
election was conducted largely following the One Nation,
One Election approach," Amit Shah said.

Finance Deptt ....
z heartfelt condolences with the bereaved family, appreci-
ating Namisha for her dedication, integrity and outstand-
ing work throughout her career. She shared that Namisha
following her ill health was shifted to Medanta hospital,
where she unfortunately succumbed to her ailment on
Saturday. 
Her untimely departure has left a void in the hearts of all
who knew her.
Further, Chief Accounts officer, Iram Nazir, Srinagar
Metropolitan Region Development Authority (SMRDA),
who attended the meeting virtually, also spoke in remem-
brance of Namisha. 
She shared cherished memories of working alongside her
in the same department and fondly remembered Namisha
as a dedicated and hardworking colleague who always
went above and beyond in her professional role.
The condolence gathering included JAKFAS Executive
Body members including VP (K) Rafiq Shah, VP (J) Rahul
Mahajan and Director Finance(s), Joint Director(s),
FA/CAOs, Deputy Directors, CAOs and Accounts offi-
cers, who came together to honor her memory and offer-
ing prayers for the departed soul.
Director Accounts and Treasuries, Kashmir, Shaheeh
Mohd Ashraf and several other officers attended the con-
dolence meeting virtually from Srinagar.

Congress asks ....
and say...we don't like these EVMs because now the elec-
tion results arent' going the way we would like them to."
On Monday, Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek Banerjee
joined the debate that if anyone has any evidence of EVM
tampering, they should approach the Election
Commission.
"People who raise questions on EVM, if they have any-
thing then they should go and show a demo to the Election
Commission," the TMC MP was quoted as saying by a
report.Reacting to Abdullah's comments, Congress MP
Manickam Tagore asked the Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister to check his facts.
"It’s the Samajwadi Party, NCP, and Shiv Sena UBT that
have spoken against EVMs. 
Please check your facts.
The Congress CWC (Congress Working Committee) reso-
lution clearly addresses the ECI only. Why this approach
to our partners after being Chief Minister?" Manickam
Tagore tweeted. 
"It's the Samajwadi Party, NCP, and Shiv Sena UBT that
have spoken against EVMs. Please check your facts, CM
@OmarAbdullah.
The Congress CWC resolution clearly addresses the ECI

only. Why this approach to our partners after being CM?"
asked Tagore.

Properties of alleged....
“One of the properties attached is located in Pingla
Haridal and belongs to Riyaz Ahmad Shah,” he said.
The second property, located in Chitterkote Karnah,
belongs to Jahangir Ahmad Khan, the spokesperson said.
“The combined market value of these properties is esti-
mated to be approximately 40 lakhs,” the
spokesperson added.

FROM PAGE-1
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TP NEWS: 
Lieutenant Governor Shri

Manoj Sinha today felicitated
the members of Langar
Organisations and Non-
Governmental Organisations
(NGOs) participated in offering
Food, Langar (Community
Kitchen) and other services to
pilgrims during Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra-2024.At a felicitation
ceremony held at Resident
Commission’s office, the
Lieutenant Governor expressed
his gratitude to all the stake-
holders for their selfless service
and making valuable contribu-

tion to devotees' well-being
during the pilgrimage.“All the
individuals and organizations
whom we recognize and hon-
our today are real-life contribu-
tors to the traditions of selfless
service,” he said. The
Lieutenant Governor said the
successful conduct of Yatra
2024 was a result of the collabo-
rative efforts of Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board, various govern-
ment departments and agen-
cies, J&K Police, Security
Forces, sewadars, voluntary
organisations and civil society
groups.He also reiterated the

commitment of the Shrine
Board for providing quality
facilities to the pilgrims to make
their pilgrimage a memorable
experience.“Shri Amarnath Ji
yatra is a symbol of our rich
spiritual and cultural heritage.
The aim of Shri Amarnath Ji
Shrine Board and all those asso-
ciated with Langar Seva work is
to make the holy pilgrimage
divine and hassle free. It is the
responsibility of all of us to put
all our energy into this noble
cause,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.The Lieutenant
Governor further spoke on the

infrastructural development
including widening of road,
upgradation of various facilities
for the safe and smooth conduct
of the yatra.He observed that
additional cloak-rooms were
made functional at Holy Cave
and Lower Holy Cave. As
many as122 Langars provided
free of cost food and prasad to
the yatris during Yatra 2024
along both the Yatra routes.
This included 47
Langars/NGOs along Baltal
axis, 14 in Sangam & Holy Cave
area, 59 on Pahalgam axis and 2
in Srinagar Yatri Niwas. Social
organizations were also
engaged in providing free fod-
der service at Pahalgam and
Poshpathri, operationalization
of free of cost battery car service
on Baltal route and distribution
of the safety helmets to yatris in
Yatra stretches vulnerable to
shooting stones, he said.

He said the disaster pre-
paredness, decongestion of
Holy Cave and Lower Holy
Cave area was successfully

undertaken prior to the com-
mencement of Yatra 2024.  For
the safety and convenience of
pilgrims and langar sewadars,
it was ensured that langars
were set up only in demarcated
safer zones at Holy Cave and
Lower Holy Cave and langar
sewadars were allowed in the
yatra area with valid RFID
cards only, the Lieutenant
Governor further added.

The Lieutenant Governor
emphasised that all langar
organisations and voluntary
organisations should strive to
provide high quality of service
to the pilgrims.

Sh K.N Rai, Member, Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board
(SASB); Dr Mandeep K.
Bhandari, CEO, SASB; Sh KK
Sharma, Member, Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board; Dr
Rashmi Singh, Principal
Resident Commissioner, J&K;
Shri Rahul Singh, Additional
CEO, SASB, representatives of
langar and social organisations
were present.

Lieutenant Governor felicitates members of Langar Organisations, NGOs
for their valuable contribution during Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra 2024
All the individuals and organizations whom we recognize and honour today are real-life contributors to the traditions of selfless service: LG Sinha

TP NEWS: 
Principal Secretary, Culture and

School Education, Suresh Kumar Gupta
and Secretary, Rural Development
Department, Mohammad Aijaz,  jointly
inaugurated a Tribal Art workshop at
the GR Santosh Gallery, Kala Kendra,
Jammu.

The workshop was a collaborative
effort of the Kala Kendra Society,
Jammu and the Department of Painting,
Institute of Music and Fine Arts (IMFA),
University of Jammu.Speaking on the
occasion, Suresh Kumar Gupta empha-
sized the need for artists, painters, and
sculptors to explore indigenous art
forms and promote tribal culture
through their creative works. He lauded
the enthusiasm of the participants for
engaging with themes related to tribal
life and heritage.

Mohammad Aijaz highlighted the role
of art in tribal and rural development.
He urged officers from the Rural
Development Department to integrate
local artists into the Rural Livelihood
Mission and guide rural women in
adding creative dimensions to their tra-
ditional arts.Dr. Javaid Rahi, Secretary
of Kala Kendra Society, informed that
the event saw participation from 30 Fine
Arts students.The workshop aimed to
inspire the young generation  to focus

on Tribal Art alongside other contempo-
rary forms. Renowned artist
Madhusudan Das from Delhi was invit-
ed to train the participants in the
nuances of Tribal Art.

Dr. Milan Sharma, Head of the
Painting Department, IMFA, shared that
the workshop showcased 30 unique art-
works focusing on Tribal Art. She noted
that this initiative has offered the stu-
dents a deeper understanding of Tribal
Art, fulfilling a critical gap in their aca-
demic and creative journeys.
Madhusudan Das, the visiting expert,
appreciated the rich tribal art traditions
of Jammu and Kashmir, which he
believes need greater recognition. He
expressed his commitment towards
popularising the Tribal Art among the
younger generation across India.

The workshop was coordinated by
IMFA faculty members Rachita Dutta
and Ankush Kesar. Rohit Verma,
Sukhjeet Singh and Anish Tickoo stated
that this  workshop will help in concep-
tualising  new dimensions towards
Tribal Art.  They, in their separate  lec-
tures, remarked that the workshop's
practical approach has allowed the stu-
dents to explore the vibrant imagery,
colours and stories inherent in Tribal
Art, paving the way for a new creative
language in their works.

Principal Secretary Culture, Secretary RDD 
inaugurate Tribal Art Workshop at Kala Kendra

TP NEWS: 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah today

highlighted the immense pressure faced
by the younger generation, particularly
the unrealistic expectations of achieving
academic excellence, which, he believed,
steals their childhood and leaves little
room for joy.Speaking at Amar Ujala’s
Bhavviya Shatra Samman event held at
the Convention Center in Jammu, he
called for a balanced approach to life,
urging students to embrace learning,
engage in physical activities, and priori-
tize reading beyond textbooks.

The event, organized to honor merito-
rious students from high school and
intermediate classes, saw participation
from Ministers Javed Ahmad Rana and
Satish Sharma, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Principal
Secretary of School Education, Executive
Editor of Amar Ujala Indu Shekhar
Pancholi, senior officials, students from
various institutions, and their
parents.“For us, our time is passing. But
life is a continuous journey of learning,”
said Omar Abdullah, the chief guest of
the event.He emphasized that education
is not confined to academic institutions
but is also drawn from life’s experiences,
urging the youth to learn from others’
mistakes and guidance.

He personally handed certificates and
medals to the awardees and under-
scored the importance of resilience.

“Nothing in life is permanent—nei-
ther bad times nor good times. What
truly matters is how we use the present
moment. Learn from the past, prepare
for the future, and live in the now,” he
advised.

Touching on societal pressures,
Abdullah expressed concern over the
extreme academic cut-offs, often exceed-
ing 98%, which, he said, were creating
unhealthy expectations.

“This unrealistic pressure steals your
childhood, something you can never get

back. We, the older generation, must
ensure we don’t prematurely take away
your innocence and joy,” he remarked.
The Chief Minister also urged students
to find time for playing and outdoor
activities, emphasizing its impact on
health and academic focus.Encouraging
children to inculcate the habit of reading
books, he highlighted its role in broad-
ening perspectives and relieving stress.
Omar Abdullah did not shy away from
pinpointing challenges such as drug
addiction among the youth of Jammu
and Kashmir.While celebrating the
achievements of the awardees, he point-
ed to the alarming rise in addiction
cases.“Addiction is not a habit or a
weakness; it is a medically recognized
disease. It is only by God’s grace that
you have stayed on the right path. But
we need your help to save others. If you
see someone struggling, encourage
them to seek treatment,” he urged.

On climate change, the Chief Minister
reflected on his childhood memories,
contrasting them with the present-day
reality of erratic weather patterns.

“The world we inherited from our
ancestors was far better than the one
we’re passing on to you. We have a
responsibility to act now, to begin
reversing the damage we’ve caused. I
hope that when you stand in my place
decades from now, you won’t feel the
same regret I do,” he said. Concluding
his address, Omar Abdullah shared a
simple yet powerful lesson: Never give
in.“No matter how difficult or dark
things may seem, you must persevere,”
he advised, sharing examples from his
political career to inspire resilience
among the students. The event ended on
a high note, with the chief minister
Omar Abdullah expressing his heartfelt
congratulations to the students and their
parents for their hard work and achieve-
ments, while encouraging them to strive
for a balanced, fulfilling life.

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah stresses need to
protect youth from academic overburden



4 THE PUBLISH MIRROR
JAMMU|| MONDAY || DECEMBER 16 || 2024

Director Agriculture Jammu
reviews progress on Fertilizer
License Updation and 
POS Device Distribution in J&K
TP NEWS:

In a bid to review the progress on Fertilizer License
Updation and POS Device Distribution in J&K,
Director Agriculture Jammu, S. Arvinder Singh Reen,
chaired an important meeting at the Conference Hall of
the Directorate of Agriculture, Krishi Bhawan Jammu.

The meeting focused on the updation of fertilizer
licenses for wholesalers and retailers, the procurement
and distribution of L-1 POS devices by fertilizer com-
panies, and the status of installation at retailer and
dealer points across Jammu and Kashmir.The discus-
sions also included updates on the development of
PACS as Pradhan Mantri Kisan Suvidha Kendra
(PMKSK) in the Jammu and Kashmir UT.
Additionally, the liquidation of POS stocks held on the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) portal was thoroughly
reviewed to ensure smooth operations and transparen-
cy in the distribution system.Director Agriculture
underscored the importance of timely updation of fer-
tilizer licenses and effective implementation of the POS
devices, which are essential for streamlining the agri-
cultural supply chain and promoting the welfare of
farmers in Jammu and Kashmir. He emphasized the
need for continued collaboration between government
agencies, fertilizer companies, and stakeholders to
ensure that the required steps are taken swiftly for the
benefit of the farming community in the Union
Territory. Key participants in the meeting included
Kuldeep Singh, Assistant Director Law Enforcement,
Jammu, Santosh Bhat, SMS-III Fertilizer/Legal Section,
Vimal Pal, DMM-Jammu Division (CFCL), Vivek
Verma, FO-Jammu (IFFCO), Akhil, State Coordinator
DOF/GOI, and Goutam, Marketing Manager of NFL.

IGP Traffic pins rank to
newly promoted DSPs
TP NEWS:

A Piping ceremony was held at the Traffic Police
Headquarters J&K Jammu, where newly promoted
Deputy Superintendent of Police Sohail Ahmad and
O.P Chib were pinned with new rank.

The event was officiated by M.Suleman Choudhary
IGP Traffic J&K. Dr. Mohd Haseeb Mughul, DIGP
Traffic Range Jammu, Feisal Quareshi-JKPS, SSP
Traffic City Jammu, Arvinder Singh Kotwal, Addl. SP
Traffic City Jammu, Ravinder Singh, Dy. SP Traffic
(Hqrs), Radhay Sham Koul, Accounts Officer, THQ
J&K, Sunil Sawhney, Dy.SP, Pvt. Secretary to  IGP
Traffic J&K and Rakesh Pandita,  PA to IGP Traffic J&K
were also present on  the occasion.

The IGP Traffic congratulated the officers and their
families. He emphasized the increased responsibilities
accompanying the promotion and encouraged the
newly promoted officers to continue serving with ded-
ication and enthusiasm.

Dr. GN Itoo takes charge as Director
School Education Kashmir
TP NEWS:

Dr. GN Itoo Thursday assumed the charge as Director
School Education Kashmir in the presence of outgoing
Director, Tasaduq Hussain Mir.In a formal handover
ceremony, Dr. Itoo was accorded a warm welcome by
the officers and officials present. He expressed his grati-
tude to the gathering of officers and officials on the occa-
sion.Following the take over of charge, Dr Itoo chaired
an introductory meeting, and stated that vacant posi-
tions of principals, ZEOs, and headmasters in various
schools will be filled on a priority basis.He directed all
CEOs, principals, cluster heads, and ZEOs to work in
coordination with each other. He emphasized the need
to strengthen the public delivery system and ensure that
all matters related to teaching and non-teaching staff, as
well as the general public, are addressed within a stipu-
lated timeframe.Dr. Itoo also stated that resolving par-
ents' issues and addressing their concerns in a timely
manner will be a top priority for the department.He
urged all government and private school administrators
to work diligently and follow rules and regulations to
meet parents' expectations.

TP NEWS:
The 36th J&K Senior

Volleyball Championship
for men and women was
declared open here today
by Minister for Youth
Services and Sports,
Transport, FCS&CA,
Science and Technology,
Information Technology,
ARI and Trainings Satish
Sharma, at MA Stadium
Jammu.

Excise Commissioner,
Subash Chander Chibber
and Secretary J&K Sports
Council, Nuzhat Gul
graced the function as
guests of
honour.Speaking on the
occasion, the Minister

underlined the impor-
tance of sports among
youth for all round
growth and development
of the country. He called
upon the youth to play
their part devotedly
towards eradicating all
social evils from the socie-
ty with special emphasis
on drug trafficking.

Satish Sharma lauded
the efforts of the organiz-
ers and association in pro-
moting sports in general
and game of volleyball in
particular thus involving
youth in constructive
activities.

Congratulating the
organisers for the

Championship which
coincides with golden
jubilee celebration of
Volleyball Association of
J&K, the Minister assured
them for upgradation/
renovation of Volleyball
courts in MA Stadium
Jammu.The Minister also
felicitated stalwarts of
Volleyball with shawl/
mementoes for their life
time achievements on the
occasion.Interacting with
the players, the Minister
enquired about their wel-
fare while advising them
not to fall prey to the
menace of drug abuse
which is spreading fast in
the society.

The 3- day champi-
onship organised by
Volleyball Association of
J&K in collaboration with
J&K Sports council would
showcase the outstanding
talents of many J&K play-
ers who have earned their
recognition in National
and International events.

As many as 500 players
and officials are awfully
involved in clinching the
Championship where in
20 teams in men and 10
teams in women section
from all across J&K are
struggling hard to get the
distinction in the champi-
onship.Earlier, Vijay
Kumar Magotra, General
Secretary of the associa-
tion, gave an account of 3-
day championship in
which total 62 matches
would be played daily on
league cum  knockout
basis.The artists of
Bhartiya lok Sangeet Kala
Sansathan added grace to
the function by present-
ing colourful theme based
programmes.The depart-
ments of J&K Excise, J&K
Bank, Chenab Valley
Power Projects Limited,
Yes Bank, LIC, JK Public
School, State Times have
supplemented the efforts
of organisers for success-
ful conduct of the cham-
pionship.

Satish Sharma declares open ‘36th JK
Volleyball Championship’ at Jammu

TP NEWS:
A grand membership

drive under the
“Sangathan Parv” initia-
tive of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) was
organized on Sunday in
the Marh Assembly con-
stituency. Lok Sabha MP
Jugal Kishore Sharma
was the chief guest on
the occasion, while Marh
MLA Surinder Kumar
presided over the pro-

gramme. District
Development Council
(DDC) member, Balbir
Lal, BJP district presi-
dent, Omi Khajuria, sen-
ior leader, Rajinder
Singh Chib, along with
several Sarpanches,
Panches and other
prominent local digni-
taries were present on
the occasion.

During the pro-
gramme, dozens of

activists , inspired by
BJP’s policies, joined the
party under the leader-
ship of youth leader
Aditya Verma. Among
those who pledged their
allegiance to the BJP
were Vishwas, Vishal,
Atul, Aryan, Chetan,
Pratham, Saarth,
Sumanyu, Ritesh and
Naman, along with near-
ly two dozen others.

Addressing the gath-

ering, Jugal Kishore
Sharma MP said, “The
BJP’s policies pave the
way for opportunities
and development for the
youth. Today’s member-
ship drive will undoubt-
edly strengthen our
organization further.”
He reaffirmed the
party’s commitment to
the development of the
Marh region.

Jugal also threw light
on Modi Government’s
welfare schemes for
youth, women, weaker
sections of the society as
well as farmers and
asked the people to take
their full advantage.

Welcoming the new
members, MLA Surinder
Kumar expressed his
delight and said, “The
BJP has always
encouraged youth to
take the lead. Those who
have joined today will
receive every possible
support from the party
to grow and contribute
to society.”

Dozens join BJP during membership
drive in Marh Assembly constituency
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TP NEWS:
Jammu & Kashmir Pradesh Congress

Committee (JKPCC) Working President
Raman Bhalla on Sunday said the party
will always stand for the rights of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir. He said
development, dignity and peace in J&K
are the top priorities of Congress.  This
was stated by former Minister during
public interactions in different parts of
RS Pura Jammu South constituency.
Prominent among those present on the
occasion include senior Congress leader
Bushan Dogra, Block President Yashpal
Master ,Sarpanch Faizo,   Vikas Kant,
Anil Sharma, Kuldeep Raj, Sarpanch
Ravinder Singh, ,Jasmeet  Singh, Khem
Raj, Lekh Raj, Sikander Kumar, Dr
Ashok besides others.

Speaking on the occasion, Bhalla said
Govt should gear up men and machin-
ery to conduct Panchayat, Municipality
elections. The democracy that has been
prevailing here for so long, instead of
protecting that democracy, BJP Govt
has learned to break it . He thanked
Supreme Court for Assembly elections
in J&K, that would have opened their
eyes and they announced and moved
towards elections. But I want to tell you
one thing that no matter how much you
try, BJP or PM Modi, you are never
going to succeed in this and you cannot
suppress the people, you cannot sup-
press their voice also and the voice in
democracy is of the people and we will
always support the voice of the people
and will be with the people and the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir have hopes,
aspirations, we will fight shoulder-to-
shoulder with them, added
Bhalla.Bhalla claimed that Congress is
committed to address all matters of ‘Jal,
Jangal or Jameen’ we want to fight for
all of them and if they ever want to
snatch things from you, now we will not
let them do so. We are standing with
you. Unemployment is increasing so
much. Lakhs of vacancies were vacant
here in the state, they didn’t fill the
vacancies. The vacancies that were
filled were made temporary, on daily
wages, on contract basis. So this kind of
politics was going on here, this kind of
politics was started here by Modi ji.
People may tolerate once or twice, but if
there is excess of something, then peo-
ple stand up against it.

Bhalla said price rise is also happen-
ing, inflation is increasing and exploita-
tion of poor is also increasing in the
country. So that is why, we want that
our Party will make every effort to
bring its administration here in a prop-
er manner and we are with you. He said
that Union Territories have become
states, but it’s the first time that a state
has become Union Territory. So, we are
very clear in our approach as well that it

is a priority for us that the people of
Jammu & Kashmir get their democratic
rights back. “Congress agenda has
always been the restoration of
Statehood, development, dignity and
peace in J&K,” he said, adding that any
laws which do not safeguard the inter-
ests and rights of people of J&K would
be unacceptable to Congress,” he
remarked.

Bhalla expressed the confidence that
new Govt would fulfill its electoral
promises which will be beneficial for all
sections of society. He said one common
concern of the people from various dis-
tricts raised was the rising electricity
cost. “Electricity bills have been increas-
ing rapidly, and it becomes difficult for
people to afford them,” Bhalla
said.Additionally, many elderly citizens
are awaiting their old-age pensions,
which have been delayed for months.
“We hope the new government will
release their pension installments and
increase the amount as well,” said
Bhalla. “Both Jammu & Kashmir are
equal in every respect and Congress
will also fight for the rights of the peo-
ple of Jammu,” Bhalla said. Raman said
Congress is always for the welfare of
the people of J&K and thus will always
be committed to the goal of serving the
people.Urging people to support
Congress in the upcoming Panchayat
and Municipality elections, Bhalla said,
“You have witnessed how BJP and their
leaders have deceived you with false
promises and empty slogans over the
last ten years. But Congress has a
straightforward and transparent agen-
da. We do not make pretentious state-
ments but instead commit to working
towards achieving peace, prosperity,
and development in Jammu and
Kashmir. Give us a fair chance to serve
you in upcoming elections. I, again
promise that Congress will not let you
down.”He said Congress is committed
to ensuring a shining future for the peo-
ple of Jammu & Kashmir and its people.
He said whenever Congress received
the public mandate through the demo-
cratic process, it has always ensured the
social, political, and economic empow-
erment of the J&K people and protect
their constitutional rights.“I request
that you strengthen this party with your
support so that it can implement its pro-
people agenda, ensuring permanent
peace, durable prosperity, and equi-
table development across Jammu and
Kashmir. J&K has suffered hugely over
the years due to political uncertainty
and conflict. We have to change the sce-
nario for the better, as the future of our
youth is at stake. Congress is exception-
al in having both the potential and the
will to ensure a shining future for
Jammu & Kashmir,” he added.

Congress committed to restoration of Statehood,
development & peace in J&K: Bhalla

TP NEWS:
Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest,

Ecology & Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmad Rana, today
directed for an in-depth study of land-
drifting in Mendhar.He called for
assessing the destruction caused by
them and ways to build a resilient disas-
ter management mechanism against the
same.The Minister passed on these
directions during a meeting held at Civil
Secretariat here which was attended by
Principal Secretary, Home/DMRR&R,
Chandraker Bharti, Secretary, Planning
Development and Monitoring
Department, Mohammad Ajaz and
other senior officers.

The Minister said that the region faces
recurrent landslides and land-drifting
since 1990's posing a serious threat to
life and property of the inhabitants. He
said the events in the region call for inte-
grated preparations for dealing with
natural disasters like land drifting in
Faizabad and other risk prone areas.

"We need to rope in an expert organi-
sation having vast expertise in the field
for an in-depth study of landslides to
address all the components of landslide
disaster risk reduction and manage-
ment," he said. He necessitated evolving
an integrated mechanism to ensure the
future and dreams of those living in vul-
nerable areas is secured.

The Minister further said that locals
have to be involved in soil conservation,
plantation and other measures aimed at
mitigation measures.

During the meeting, Javed Rana also
reviewed the rehabilitation process of
Waltengoo Snow Storm Victims and
deliberations were held for their
rehabilitation. 

Rana directs for in-depth study of
recurrent land-drifts/slides in Mendhar

TP NEWS:
In order to take first-hand appraisal

about physical and financial status of
the works taken up under District Capex
Plan 2024-25 in the District, a meeting of
all Sectoral/ District Officers was today
held under the chairmanship of the
Deputy Commissioner(DC) Srinagar,
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat at Meeting
Hall of DC Office Complex, here.

At the outset, the DC took a detailed
review of funds released and expendi-
ture incurred under R&B, PHE,
Education, Health, RDD, PDD, I&FC
and other sectors, besides progress of
works taken up were also reviewed in
detail.

The DC after taking sector wise
review of all works directed the Officers
to ensure 100 percent expenditure in the
set time lines by accelerating the pace of
the works scheduled for completion
during the current year.

Dr. Bilal stressed on achieving the
physical/ financial target of total allo-
cated funds/ works taken up for the cur-

rent fiscal by December 31.
The DC directed the Officers of the

Departments to expedite expenditure
bookings and accelerate the pace of
developmental works by ensuring qual-
ity.

He stressed optimal fund utilization
for the current financial year, urging
officers to mobilize manpower and
machinery for timely project comple-
tion.

He also instructed officers to prompt-
ly book maximum expenditure for
ongoing works.The DC directed the offi-
cers to work in coordinated manner
with line Departments to achieve devel-
opment goals well in time keeping in
view the limited working season. He
asked all the line departments to ensure
timely submission of works bills to con-
cerned Treasuries.

Besides, Chief Planning Officer, the
meeting was attended by
District/Sectoral Officers, Engineers of
all line Departments and other con-
cerned.

DC Srinagar reviews sector wise progress of development
works under District Capex Plan 2024-25

TP NEWS:
Motor Vehicles Department under the

directions of Regional Transport Officer
Jammu Pankaj Bhagotra today launched
a special drive for inspection of Pollution
Checking Centres operating in Jammu
district. Random inspection of centres
was conducted in Miran Sahib, Satwari,
Bakshi Nagar, Warehouse, Akhnoor
road by different teams of officials con-
stituted for the said purpose. These
inspections are being conducted as per
the instructions issued by the Transport
Commissioner J&K. During the inspec-
tion some discrepancies were noticed by
the officials like absence of technically
qualified operators, non-display of rate
list at centres etc. Accordingly notices
were issued to concerned operators for
rectification of discrepancies failing
which online suspension of Pollution

checking centres will be initiated.The
MVD team stressed for enforcing strict
pollution checking measures for vehicles
and directed the Pollution Checking
Centres to ensure computerized testing
and certification with minimum levels of
human inference. They enjoined upon
the owners of the Pollution Checking
Centres not to deviate in any manner
from the pollution checking norms. Such
surprise checks will be carried out ran-
domly to check all aspects of the work-
ing  of Pollution Checking Centres
including availability of Pollution check-
ing  equipment of approved specifica-
tions, availability of trained and techni-
cal  manpower to operate the machines,
updated software and requisite comput-
er  infrastructure, back-up facility,
updated calibration and Annual
Maintenance  Contract. 

MVD cracks down on Pollution Checking
Centres, issues warning to operators to
restrain from overcharging, malpractices
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TP NEWS:
Deputy Commissioner Sachin Kumar

Vaishya who is also the Chairman of
District Valuation Committee, convened
a meeting for finalisation of stamp duty
rates for the calendar year 2025.

During the course of the meeting,
deliberations were held with Sub
Divisional Magistrates to establish crite-
ria for the finalisation of rates.

The Deputy Commissioner empha-
sised the importance of adhering to
established criteria for rate fixation and
instructed officers to conduct a thor-
ough review to ensure fair and accurate
finalisation of the stamp duty rates. He
also called for a classification of the rate
structure based on area categories to

maintain transparency and alignment
with market conditions.

The meeting was attended by
Commissioner, Jammu Municipal
Corporation, Commissioner Devansh
Yadav, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Shishir Gupta, Registrar,
Assistant Commissioner (Revenue) Dr.
Rajesh Kumar, Sub Registrar, Sub
Divisional Magistrates and officers from
the Public Works Department, among
others. 

The finalised stamp duty rates are to
be communicated to the Division Level
Committee next. This annual exercise
aims to align the rates with current mar-
ket trends and support ongoing devel-
opmental initiatives.

DC Jammu reviews proposed
stamp duty rates for 2025

TP NEWS:
In a significant development for the peo-

ple of the Mendhar sector in Poonch dis-
trict, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
has accorded approval to a new subsi-
dized helicopter route connecting Jammu-
Poonch-Mendhar with an additional
option of Jammu-Mendhar-Jammu
route.An official communication from the
MHA states, "The proposal of the UT of
J&K to operate the Subsidized Helicopter
services on new route of Jammu-Poonch-
Mendhar with additional option of
Jammu-Mendhar-Jammu has been exam-
ined in consultation with IFD and this
Department has no objection for aforesaid
route." The Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir has been advised to claim the
subsidy from the MHA within the
approved budget allocation.

This decision follows a proposal submit-
ted by Secretary, Civil Aviation
Department, J&K, Mohammad Aijaz Asad
for connecting remote area of Mendhar
directly with the winter capital Jammu.In a
statement, Aijaz Asad stated that the sub-
sidized helicopter service in Mendhar sec-
tor is aimed at enhancing connectivity in
remote areas of the region, particularly
those facing accessibility challenges.He
emphasized that this development will

significantly benefit commuters, especially
those residing in remote areas like Poonch
and Mendhar. This will also help in emer-
gency evacuation of the patients as and
when required.

“Improved air connectivity will con-
tribute to better infrastructure and
enhanced travel convenience for residents
in Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

The Secretary said that the addition of
this new route will significantly enhance
connectivity in the remote Mendhar sector,
especially during the challenging winter
months. Aijaz Asad stated that Helicopter
Service shall help connecting remote and
inaccessible areas, providing quick and
efficient transportation for the people of
Mendhar. The Service is especially useful
for the Mendhar sector having challenging
terrains thereby improve medical emer-
gency access. In future this will also have
the potential to boost border tourism.

It's worth noting that subsidized heli-
copter services are already operational in
several parts of the region, including
Kishtwar-Sounder-Navapachi-Ishan-
Kishtwar, Jammu-Rajouri-Poonch-Jammu,
J a m m u - D o d a - K i s h t w a r - J a m m u ,
Bandipora-Kanzalwan- Dawar-Niri-
Bandipora, and Kupwara-Machil-
Tangdhar-Keran-Kupwara.

Subsidised helicopter service
approved for Jammu-Mendhar route

TP NEWS:
Chief Secretary, Atal

Dulloo today chaired a
meeting of Tourism
Department to take
review of the Jammu
Half Marathon and Ultra
Marathon-2025 here pro-
posed to be held here in
the month of February
next year.

Besides the
Commissioner Secretary,
Tourism Department the
meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners
of Jammu, Kathua,
Samba, Udhampur;
Director Tourism,
Jammu; Traffic Police
authorities and other
concerned officers and
officials of the
Department

During this meeting
the Chief Secretary took
note of the preparations
finalized by the
Department till now. He
impressed upon them to
make the registration
portal live soon for cre-
ating awareness among

the fitness enthusiasts
besides giving ample
time to the desiring run-
ners for their registra-
tion.He also directed for
running the sustained
social media campaigns
by creating short videos,
jingles and other cre-
atives to popularize this
event. He called for tak-
ing bytes from the popu-
lar national icons pro-
moting this maiden
marathon here in the
city.Dulloo asked for
making the teaser ready
by the end of this month.
He also advised for cre-
ating 40-50 videos that
could be run over differ-
ent media platforms to
create the necessary
buzz about this first
such event to be held
here.He also suggested
to rope in different spon-
sors from Hospitality,
Travel, Tourism and
Corporate sectors for
making this multi disci-
plinary marathon a
grand success here for

the overall promotion of
tourism in Jammu
region. The
Commissioner Secretary,
Tourism, Yasha Mudgal
informed the meeting
about the status of
arrangements made so
far to successfully hold
this Marathon in Jammu.

She informed that the
Portal is being devel-
oped by BISAG-N and
would be ready for
launch till 25th of
December. She further
informed that the requi-
site certification and
measurement for 109
kms Ultra Marathon
Jammu is currently
under progress to give
the event a final shape.

Regarding other for-
mats of the race to be
organised here, it was
added that a half
marathon of 21kms,
Fitness- gauge Marathon
of 10 kms and a Fun Run
of 5 Kms distance would
also be organised simul-
taneously for both male

and female runners.
Exciting prizes for

both Men and Women
would be given. These
includes a first prize of
Rs 15 lakhs, 2nd Prize of
12 Lakhs, 3rd Prize of Rs
9 lakhs, 4th Rs 5 lakhs
and 5th prize of Rs 3
lakhs would be given to
the winners of Half
M a r a t h o n . S i m i l a r l y
prizes of Rs3 lakhs
would be given to the
winner of Fitness-gauge
runner and Rs 1 lakh to
Fun Running event win-
ner followed by others
up to the 5thrank in each
category for both men
and women taking the
total award money of Rs
1.33 Cr for all the for-
mats.

It was further revealed
that all these races
would be held possibly
on 23rd of February
(Sunday) for the weather
in this month remains
pleasant for holding
such an outdoor sport-
ing event.

CS reviews preparations for maiden
Jammu Half & Ultra Marathon-2025

TP NEWS:
NGOs are playing a

pivotal role in transform-
ing society through their
selfless service and com-
munity-driven initia-
tives.

This was stated by
Senior BJP leader and for-
mer Deputy Chief
Minister, Kavinder
Gupta while addressing a
gathering at SOS Home,
Balgram-Channi Rama,
Jammu, during a human-
itarian aid event organ-
ized by the International
Youth Development
Foundation (IYDF).

Kavinder Gupta, who
graced the occasion as
the Chief Guest, lauded
the IYDF for their com-
mendable efforts in sup-
porting underprivileged
children by donating
blankets and sports kits.
He emphasized that such
initiatives not only bring
immediate relief but also
inspire a culture of com-
passion and community
service among the youth.

The event, which wit-
nessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation, featured an
engaging entertainment
program organized by
Varun Gupta, Regional
Head of IYDF, and his
team, bringing smiles to
the children at the SOS
Home. Kavinder Gupta
praised the dedication of
the IYDF team and urged

more organizations to
come forward and con-
tribute towards societal
development. He high-
lighted that collective
efforts by NGOs and
individuals are crucial
for shaping a better
future for marginalized
sections of society.

The program was also
attended by Sunil
Prajapati, State President
BJP OBC Morcha, who
participated as the
Special Guest, along with
Ram Pal (District
President OBC Morcha
Jammu South), Yousuf
Teli (Vice President OBC
Morcha), and Rakesh
Thakrey (General
Secretary OBC Morcha).
The dignitaries joined
hands in encouraging the
children and applauding
IYDF’s humanitarian
mission.

President of Balgram,
V.K Raina, along with
other office bearers,
extended their gratitude
to IYDF for their thought-
ful gesture and commit-
ment to youth develop-
ment.

The event concluded
on a cheerful note, with
children enjoying
refreshments and
expressing their excite-
ment for the thoughtful
donations, leaving a last-
ing impression of joy and
hope.

NGOs playing a pivotal
role in transforming
society: Kavinder Gupta
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TP NEWS: 
Deputy Chief Minister,

Surinder Choudhary, today
emphasised for an effective
and coordinated mechanism in
place to ensure snow clearance
within shortest possible time
in prone  areas of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Deputy Chief Minister
was chairing  a high level
meeting today at the Civil
Secretariat, Srinagar, to review
the preparedness for snow
clearance operations for win-
ter season.The meeting was
attended by several MLAs
including Kangan,  Sonawari,
Gulmarg, Uri, Sopore, Pattan,
Baramulla, Pampore, Beerwah,
Shopian, Pahalgam, Anantnag
East and  Chanapora besides
Divisional Commissioners of
Kashmir and Jammu, Deputy
Commissioners of all districts,
Chief Engineer's and other
senior officers from the Public
Works (R&B) Department,
Mechanical Engineering
Division (MED), PMGSY,
NHIDCL and BRO.

During the meeting, a
detailed winter action plan
was presented which envis-
aged smooth functioning of
essential services and connec-
tivity across the Union
Territory, particularly in snow
prone areas.

It was informed that as a
matter of priority, MED will
oversee the clearance of 10,223

km of roads with 6,728 km cat-
egorised as Priority-1, includ-
ing highways, hospital routes
and roads to critical infrastruc-
ture. Besides, PMGSY has
finalised contracts for snow
clearance on 4042 km of rural
roads with an additional 4
contracts under process, the
meeting was apprisedIt was
also given out that 310 snow

clearance machines have been
mobilized by MED, with an
increase from 254 machines
last year. Besides, a total of 293
operational staff have been
deployed, compared to 231
last year, to handle challeng-
ing conditions.

The meeting discussed key
roads and highways such as
NH-44 (Banihal-Qazigund),
Mughal Road, Bandipora-
Gurez Road, and Patnitop
routes  as critical areas of focus
requiring special focus.
Ensuring uninterrupted sup-
ply chains for LPG, petroleum
and essential commodities was
identified as a priority area.

BRO, NHIDCL and PWD
(R&B) highlighted the avail-
ability of snow cutters, dozers
and graders to maintain road
connectivity. Besides, SMC
and Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs) presented their readi-
ness to handle city roads with
422 machines including de-
watering pumps and de-icing
materials.

The Deputy Chief Minister

emphasised the need for inter
departmental coordination
and directed all the Deputy
Commissioners to monitor
ground level operations
through virtual meetings
regularly. 

The Divisional
Commissioners presented
PowerPoint summaries of
their respective regions show-
casing the available infrastruc-
ture, personnel and strategies
to tackle heavy snowfall.

The Deputy Chief Minister
commended the officials for
their proactive approach and
directed the departments to
ensure prompt road clearance
and adequate stockpiling of
essential supplies such as de-
icing salt, urea and fuel.

“This winter preparedness
plan is vital to ensure the safe-
ty and well-being of the citi-
zens of Jammu and Kashmir. It
is our collective responsibility
to ensure uninterrupted serv-
ices and timely response to
emergencies,” the Deputy
Chief Minister maintained.

Deputy Chief Minister reviews winter
preparedness for snow clearance in J&K

TP NEWS: 
In view of plummeting temperatures

and frosty condition of road connecting
UT of Ladakh with UT of J&K through
Zojila Pass, the Divisional
Commissioner (Div Com) Kashmir Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri on Friday convened a
meeting of concerned officers & agen-
cies regarding the opening and closure
of the Pass.

Addressing the meeting, Divisional
Commissioner exhorted District
Administration Kargil, District
Administration Ganderbal, SSP Rural
Kashmir, officers of BRO & BEACON to
maintain close coordination to take a call
of closure of the Zojilla Pass according to
the weather conditions and position of
road and in consultation with BRO &
VIJAYK.He emphasized on establishing
the joint control room consisting of
District Administration Ganderbal,
Police, SDRF and CRPF.Div Com said
that in case of any eventuality, snow fall
and closure of road, necessary accom-
modation shall be provided to the
stranded passengers by Deputy

Commissioner, Ganderbal at Sonamarg
and Gagangeer. Besides, the locations
and list of the stranded passengers
should be shared with Deputy
Commissioner, Kargil.

RTO Kashmir and SSP Rural were
directed to ensure that the vehicles ply-
ing on the road shall wear anti-skid
chains and must be mechanically sound.
Besides, vehicles shall carry permissible
tonnage.

Also, RTO Kashmir was instructed to
ensure operationalization of weighing
bridges enroute the road.

Div Com also stressed all the depart-
ments and stakeholders to adhere to the
traffic advisories issued by the Traffic
Department in consultation with the
committee and directed that the adviso-
ry should be given wide publicity
through media.Further, Div Com gave
instructions for stationing of recovery
cranes enroute the Zojilla
Pass.Moreover, CMO Ganderbal was
directed to ensure smooth functioning
of the Hospital at Sonmarg during the
closure of the road.

Div Com Kashmir reviews management of
vehicular movement through Zojila Pass

TP NEWS: 
‘Shubhra Bhawan’, a

state-of-the-art multi-util-
ity complex with top-
notch amenities to pil-
grims visiting  Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine atop
Trikuta hills in Jammu
and Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict, will be dedicated to
public next week, an offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The newly constructed
facility, spans 18,000
square feet and complet-
ed at a cost of Rs 6.50
crore, is all set to be inau-
gurated by Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha,
who is also the chairman
of the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board, on
December 18, the official
said.

Located at Banganga
about half a kilometer
from Darshani Deodi, the
conventional route of the
holy pilgrimage, the
Shubhra Bhawan is the
latest addition to the
shrine board’s ongoing
efforts to enhance the
comfort and convenience
of devotees visiting the
revered shrine.

It offers a comprehen-
sive range of amenities,
including a spacious 200-
capacity waiting lounge,
a mothers’ room, a cen-

tralized information and
registration centre, sou-
venir shop, refreshment
kiosks, Bank and Water
ATMs and 18 modern res-
idential quarters for the
staff.

The complex also fea-
tures a disaster manage-
ment store and will be
equipped with security
systems, including CCTV
cameras, access control
and fire alarm systems
ensuring the safety and
well-being of pilgrims
and staff, the official said.

After participating in a
‘poojan’ ceremony, Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
Chief Executive Officer
Anshul Garg conducted a
thorough inspection of

the complex and high-
lighted the significance of
the new facility.

“This multi-utility com-
plex (G+2) has been envi-
sioned as per the direc-
tions of shrine board
chairman to address the
evolving needs of pil-
grims opting convention-
al route to the shrine and
employees posted in and
around Banganga,” Garg
said.

He said this multi-utili-
ty complex is a testament
to the board’s commit-
ment to providing a com-
fortable and secure envi-
ronment that will signifi-
cantly enhance the pil-
grimage experience while
providing them with the
modern facilities.

Shrine Board Completes
‘Shubhra Bhawan’ Near Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine in J&K
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Editorial

SOCIAL media is a tool to make life more connect-
ed and interesting, it is not a measure  to judge
worth and success of family and friends

Ever since social media sneaked into our lives, we
have made it a shelf to display our lives’ wares. We
paint our digital walls with milestones, memories,
smiles, and sorrows. It’s a vibrant collage of life’s varied
hues, yet what we post is often a curated version of
reality. The smiles are brighter, the love is deeper, the
vacations are grander, and the heartbreaks are more
dramatic. But behind this veneer of filtered perfection,
the raw and unfiltered truth often lurks quietly, hidden
from the world’s gaze.

For a month, I posted pictures from my holiday—
pristine landscapes, cheerful meals, and stylish
getups—giving the impression that I was the happiest
and luckiest person on earth. From the outside, it
looked like life was a seamless tapestry of joy and con-
tentment. But behind each post was a personal battle
being waged in silence. While my timeline radiated
unbridled joy, I was working on myself to remedy a
tough health challenge. Why did I choose to post happy
pictures when my reality was tumultuous? Was I pre-
tending? Was I seeking validation? No. I was trying to
reassure myself. I was reminding myself that happiness
exists, that moments of beauty and joy still punctuate
my life. Those posts were not deceit; they were lifelines.
Glimpses of joy that I clung to as I navigated the storm
within. And in sharing those moments, I was also hop-
ing to pass on slivers of hope to others who might be
fighting unseen battles. This is the duality of social
media.

The laughter we see might be tears in disguise. The
grand celebrations could be cloaked in anxiety. The
tears shed publicly may be crafted for effect. What
appears authentic can be artifice; what looks carefree
can be layered with burdens. This is why we should not
judge others based on what we see on their profiles.
Why do people disguise their struggles and present
happy pictures? It’s not necessarily deceit or a desire to
mislead others.Sometimes, it’s a way of keeping hope
alive. When life’s challenges weigh heavily, projecting
happiness can feel like a self-fulfilling prophecy. By
sharing joy, even when it feels out of reach, we try to
manifest it. We tell ourselves that happiness is not an
illusion—it’s around the corner and within our grasp.
We also do it for others. Social media can be a dark and
overwhelming place filled with negativity, comparison,
and distressing news. By sharing moments of beauty,
love and humour, we offer small doses of positivity to
those who might need them. But herein lies the trap.
When we view others’ lives through the glossy lens of
social media, we risk falling into the pit of comparison.
We measure our own lives against the seemingly per-
fect lives of others and wonder where we went
wrong.We feel envious, resentful, or inadequate. But
this comparison is unfair—because it’s based on incom-
plete information. What you see on social media is a
highlight reel, not a documentary. To compare your
behind-the-scenes reality to someone else’s carefully
chosen highlights is to set yourself up for needless suf-
fering. So, how should we approach social media with
clarity and kindness? First, partake in others’ happiness
without envy. Celebrate their joys as you would want
them to celebrate yours.Let their happiness be a
reminder that good things are possible, even if they
haven’t yet arrived in your life. Second, lend support in
difficult times without judgment. If someone shares
their struggles, resist the urge to undermine or dismiss
them. Behind their words could be a pain far deeper
than what they’ve expressed. Offer empathy, not
assumptions. Be the steady presence that reminds them
they’re not alone. Finally, take social media for what it
is—a tool to make life more connected, more interesting
and occasionally more fun. It’s not a measure of worth,
success, or happiness.

 | HIRANMAY KARLEKAR
The suppression of dissent, coupled with the

growing boldness of extremist ideologies, risks
steering the nation towards a fundamentalist
Islamist state

It is increasingly clear that fundamentalist
Islamist organisations, which are pathologically
hostile to India as well as to all secular and demo-
cratic persons and organisations in Bangladesh, are
increasingly calling the shots in that country under
the rule of its interim government. An indication of
this is the relentless persecution of Shahriar Kabir,
an internationally acclaimed author, journalist,
champion of human rights, democracy and secular-
ism, and a tireless campaigner to bring to justice the
perpetrators of war crimes during Bangladesh’s lib-
eration war in 1971. He continues to languish in
Kashimpur jail under terrible conditions. Despite
being designated as a prisoner of conscience by
Amnesty International, a magistrate’s order giving
him Division One status, which would give him a
separate room and other facilities remains to be car-
ried out. This is because the deputy commissioner
of Ghazipur district, where Kashimpur prison,
where he is lodged, is located, has not signed the
order, which will be effective only after his signa-
ture is affixed to it. Nor, according to reports, does
he seem inclined to sign it soon.

As a result, Kabir, who is 74-years-old has to live
among common prisoners and sleep on the floor
during a cold winter as his health continues to dete-
riorate. Earlier, during a remand hearing at Dhaka’s
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court on 20
October, Kabir had complained that he was not
receiving adequate medical treatment in jail. On
November 2, he was taken to Shaheed Tajuddin
Ahmed Medical College Hospital for a check-up.
According to its deputy-director, he suffered from
various old age-related ailments but these were not
critical.

Kabir has high blood pressure and diabetes and a
large accumulation of stones in his kidney. Blood is
coming out with his stool. Given the role of the
deputy commissioner, who presumably has nothing
personal against him, it is difficult not to feel that
the it is the interim government, led by Nobel lau-
reate Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, that wants
to deny him Division One status. That it continues
to do so despite considerable international demand
for his release is clearly the result of pressure from
organisations like the Hefazat-e-Islam (Hefazat)
and Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat).

Hefazat’s hand in Kabir’s persecution is clear
from the fact that one of the several charges on
which he has been jailed was filed with
Bangladesh’s International Crimes Tribunal on
August 20, 2024, by Mufti Harun Izhar Chowdhury,
Hefazat’s joint secretary.  It showed him, along
with Sheikh Hasina, as one of the 23 accused,
charged with crimes against humanity and mass
killing in connection with the violent clashes
between Hefazat’s supporters and members of
security forces and Awami League activists during
it rally in Dhaka, on  May 5, 2013, to press its 13-
point charter of demands. The latter included
demand for a stricter dress code as ordained by
Islam, a ban on statues, candlelight vigils and pub-
lic mixing of men and women, besides the scrap-
ping of the Awami League government’s women’s
development policy. Also, it demanded the desig-
nation of Ahmadiyas as “non-Muslims.”

The charter underlined the fundamentalist ideol-
ogy of Hefazat which was formed in 2010 to oppose
the Awami League government’s women’s devel-
opment policy promising women equal rights to
property. Comprising mainly of Sunni clerics head-
ing a network of 19,199 Quami madrassas and its
students in Bangladesh, it has considerable power
to mobilise in the streets. Its intensely anti-India

orientation was reflected in its violent protests
against Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Dhaka on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of
Bangladesh’s independence on March 26, 2021.
Thirteen 13 persons were killed and scores injured
in clashes between its supporters and members of
the security forces and Awami League’s supporters.

While the Hefazat is not calling all the shots in
the interim government, it certainly has a wide
measure of influence and has its way wherever it
wants, however small or big the event or the
demand is. The “Mahati Sadhusanga and Lalon
Mela”(great gathering of sadhus and Lalon fair)
hosted by Muktidham Ashram and Lalon Academy
in Madya Narsingpur, Kashipur Union Parishad in
Narayanganj, was scheduled to begin on November
22, 2024. There was to be singing, dancing, festivi-
ties and food. Baul singers and devotee from all
over Bangladesh were coming over for the occasion.
The district administration, however, ordered its
cancellation. A report in The Daily Star (November
23, 2024) quoted Fakir Shah Jalal, founder of the
ashram and academy, said, “All arrangements had
been made, but the administration did not permit
the event, citing warning from some members of
the “Muslim” community. Even when we requested
to hold the event indoors, without loudspeakers, it
was denied.” A spiritual leader, philosopher, mys-
tic poet and social reformer, Lalon articulated a
weltanschauung, which encompassed the essence
of the Bhakti cult and Sufism, rejected all distinc-
tions of caste, class and creed, opposed theological
conflicts and racism. It is not surprising that such a
person would be anathema to fundamentalist
Islamists. The report in The Daily Star, cited above,
had stated that Hefazat-e-Islam leader Maulana
Abdul Auwal had warned the administration in a
speech to stop the event or face intervention by pro-
testors.Other Islamist organisations are also flexing
their muscles. Speaking at a grand convention of
the District Qaumi Madrasa Council in Dhaka on
November 25, Mamunul Haque, the secretary gen-
eral of Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis, described the
August 5 revolution as a significant step toward an
Islamic revolution in Bangladesh, adding that the
country was destined to undergo an Islamist trans-
formation.

Not surprisingly, Ahmadiyas and Sufis have
come under attack. Several of the former’s mosques
were attacked on August 6. A violent mob
destroyed Baba Pagla Ali’s Sufi shrine at Sherpur
district on August 29; another such mob vandalised
and looted Ismail Pagla’s shrine in Sirajganj district
on September 3.Meanwhile two Islamist terrorist
outfits—Ansar al-Islam (erstwhile Ansarullah
Bangla Team) and Hijb-ut Tahrir (Tahrir) are
increasingly active. Despite the ban on Tahrir, its
supporters organised, on August 9, a rally in Dhaka
city and demanded the establishment of an Islamic
Caliphate in Bangladesh. Also, the statues of two
police officers who died fighting the terrorists at
the Holey Artisan Bakery in  July 2016, have been
destroyed and a Hijb-ut Tahrir poster has been
found at the site. Despite the arrest of its media
coordinator in Dhaka in early October, its activities
continue, albeit clandestinely, in many parts of
Bangladesh.This is because the interim government
is pursuing a much softer line against both Ansar
al-Islam and Tahrir than Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment. An example is the release of the ‘chief’ of
Ansar al-Islam on bail on August 26. As a conse-
quence, while the Hefazat and Jamaat are riding
high and terrorist bodies are quietly active, champi-
ons of secularism like Shahriar Kabir are impris-
oned and organisations opposing communalism are
apprehensive and defensive. In a situation like this,
one can hardly rule out Bangladesh slowly sliding
towards becoming a fundamentalist Islamist coun-
try and even an exporter of terrorism.

Bangladesh’s secular
fabric under siegeBeyond the screen: 

The hidden truths of our
social media lives
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ftíh ls ftíh pcÊ gksxh nwj] bu
7 ,Dljlkbt dks jkstkuk djsa Kg

World Vegetarian Day:
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Vitamin B5 Deficiency:
foVkfeu ch5 dh deh gksus ij
fn[krs gSa ,sls y{k.k] tkfu, bldh
deh ls gksus okys uqdlku

Liver Health:
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Liver Toxicity Symptoms:

Exercise Fitness: gkFk ls iSj ds ryoksa ij rkyh
ctkus ls feysaxs <sj lkjs Qk;ns] chekfj;ksa ls jgsaxs nwj
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1 eghus esa 5 fdyks otu 
gksxk de] cl bu 5 vk;qoZsfnd
fu;eksa dk ikyu djsa

Benefits of Oranges:
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TP NEWS:
Minister for Jal Shakti,

Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal
Affairs, Javed Ahmed
Rana today reviewed the
winter preparedness
Jammu Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited especially in
Chenab Valley and Pir
Panjal Region of Jammu
division.The meeting was
attended by Ch.
Muhammad Yasin, MD
JPDCL, Chief Engineer
PDD and other senior
officers.

The meeting held
threadbare deliberations
and discussions over the
winter preparedness of
the JPDCL for meeting
power supply require-
ments during the winter
season particularly in the
areas that remain snow
bound and upper reaches
of the Pir Panjal Region
and Chenab Valley.

While chairing the
meeting, Javed Rana
directed the officers to
put in place a foolproof
mechanism to ensure that
the upper and far-flung
areas which receive
snowfall do not face fre-
quent interruptions and
outage.

The meeting primarily
focused on the winter
preparedness of PDD
including availability of
buffer stock of transform-
ers, electric poles to
ensure hassle free supply
of electricity to the con-
sumers.

He also directed that
owing to snowfall and
other climatic vagaries,
wooden poles in these
regions get damaged fre-
quently leaving people
without electricity for
days.He said that meas-
ures have to be taken for
replacement of wooden
so that people don't suffer

any inconvenience.
He directed the con-

cerned to ensure the
availability of buffer
stock of transformers at
the Electric Division so
that same could be dis-
patched to the vulnerable
areas and upper reaches
for replacement of dam-
aged transformers.

Rana stressed on the
proactive approach to be
adopted by the depart-
ment and said no stone
should be left unturned
on the aspect of winter
preparedness.

He asked the concerned
to keep a clear curtail-
ment schedule in place
for the winters and give it
wide publicity so that
people come to know
well in advance. He fur-
ther asked the officers
that no unscheduled
power cuts should take
place.

During the meeting, the
minister also sought
details about the status of
un-electrified tribal vil-
lages and said that steps
have to be taken for their
electrification.

During the meeting,
demands of people from
particular areas for estab-
lishment of PDD mini-
workshop also came up
for discussion.

Javed Rana reviews winter
preparedness with JPDCL

TP NEWS:
Union Home Minister

Amit Shah is likely to
chair a high-level securi-
ty meeting in the nation-
al capital on December
19, official sources said
on Saturday.

The officials, privy to
the development, that
the meeting will prima-
rily focus on critical
security issues, with a

special emphasis on the
situation in  Jammu and
Kashmir.

Lieutenant Governor
of Jammu and Kashmir
Manoj Sinha will also
attend the meeting,
which aims to review
strategies to ensure
peace and stability in
Jammu and Kashmir.

National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval,
Union Home Secretary
Govind Mohan,
Director, of Intelligence
Bureau Tapan Deka,

Senior Army Officers
including Chief of Army
Staff General Upendra
Dwivedi, Director
General of CAPFs, Chief
Secretary, DGP of
Jammu and Kashmir and
other senior officers are
expected to attend the
meeting which is being
arranged almost five
months after Shah
chaired a similar high-

level review meeting on
security scenario in
Jammu and Kashmir
here in the national capi-
tal on June 16.

The meeting is signifi-
cant in terms of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi-led Central gov-
ernment’s committed to
set an example by crack-
ing down on terrorists
through innovative
means.

In the previous meet-
ing, the Home Minister
had directed security

agencies to replicate the
successes achieved in
Kashmir valley through
an area domination plan
and zero terror plan in
the Jammu division.

Shah had also directed
all security agencies in
earlier meetings to work
in a mission mode and
ensure quick response in
a coordinated manner.
He had then also empha-

sised on seamless coor-
dination amongst the
security agencies, identi-
fying vulnerable areas
and addressing the secu-
rity concerns of such
areas.

Reiterating a zero-tol-
erance policy against
terrorism, the Home
Minister has reiterated
on many occasions that
“the government will
leave no stone unturned
in rooting out terrorism
from Jammu and
Kashmir.”

Amit Shah to Chair High-Level Security
meeting on J&K on December 19


