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Centre asks for security drills in States Centre's ‘highest level’ wants to ensure Pahalgam attack
does not derail JK-'s development: Omar Abdullah

amid J&K tensions, first since 191

<C

The Centre has asked
several states to conduct
security mock drills on
Wednesday, May 7, for
"effective civil defence in
the event of a hostile
attack" amid tensions
between India  and
Pakistan following the
Pahalgam terror attack on
April 22.The timing of the
Centre's order is crucial.
The last such drill was
conducted in 1971, the
year in which India and
Pakistan went to war on
two fronts.

The Ministry of Home

MHA orders
transfers and
posting of IAS
officers; 2
posted to J&K

TP NEWS:

In a fresh reshuffle of
the AGMUT cadre, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
has ordered the transfer
of two IAS officers to
Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory with
immediate effect.

Affairs has asked states to
take the following meas-
ures:
Operationalisation  of
Air Raid Warning Sirens
Training of civilians,
students, etc., on the civil
defence aspects to protect
themselves in the event of
a hostile attack.
Provision  of
blackout measures.
Provision for early cam-
ouflaging of vital
plants/installations
Updation of the evacua-
tion plan and its rehearsal.
After the Pahalgam
attack, in which 26 civil-

crash

ians were shot down by
terrorists with links to
Pakistan, there seems to
be no sign of a de-escala-
tion along the border.

Pakistan, for 11 consec-
utive nights, has fired on
Indian posts along the
Line of Control. India has
strongly responded to
Islamabad's repeated
cross-border firing.

In Punjab's Ferozepur,
lights were switched off in
the cantonment area from
9 to 930 pm yesterday.
The officer asked the
Punjab State Power
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Post Indus treaty hold,
India triggers untimely water
release from J&K dams

TP NEWS:

India, over the week-
end, resorted to a surprise
release of waters from the
Baglihar and Salal dams
in Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) on the Chenab
river. While this is far
from triggering a man-
made flood in Pakistan, it
is the first consequential
water-based action taken
by India since it
announced keeping the
Indus Water Treaty (IWT)
following
terror

routine, annual activity
and necessary to clear the
dams of riverine silt and
muck to keep the power
plants linked to these
reservoirs running opti-
mally, it is usually done
in August, during the
monsoon.We have done
some reservoir flushing
in the last few days,” a
highly placed source told.
“As part of the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT) this
is usually done in August
(during the monsoon) but
it has been advanced.
This will increase the vol-
ume of water

According to the “in abeyance,”
order, Gurpal Singh the Pahalgam
(AGMUT:2014), current-  attack.While such release
ly posted in Delhi, of water — called ‘flush-
Cont. Page 2 ing the reservoir’ — is a
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Sgr Police intensify searches at
residents of terrorist aides

TP NEWS:

In its continuing persistent action
against terrorist associates of proscribed
terrorist outfits and in the furtherance of
investigation into cases registered under
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), Srinagar Police on Monday
intensified searches across multiple
locations in the city with the aim to dis-
mantle terror-supporting infrastructure
in the district.

A police spokesman said in a state-
ment issued to the news agency,
Srinagar Police has conducted searches
at the residences of Bashir Ahmad Bhat
son of Abdul Aziz Bhat resident of
Sozieth involved in case FIR No.
73/2018 U/S 13,16 ULAP Act of Police
Station Rajbagh Srinagar, Tawheed
Ahmad son of Abdul Khaliq resident of
Goripora Sozieth involved in case FIR
No. 73/2018 U/S 13,16 ULAP Act of
Police Station Rajbagh Srinagar, Ashiq

Bashir Najar son of Bashir Ahmad Najar
resident of Soiteng involved in case FIR
No. 05/2022 U/S 302, 307 IPC, 7/27
Arms Act 18,19,20 UAPA of Police
Station Masiuma and FIR No. 19/2022
U/S 304, 468 IPC 7/27 Arms Act
13,16,18,19,20 UAPA of Police Station
Khanyar, Salik Mehraj Dar Son of
Mebhraj-ud-din Dar resident of Soiteng
involved in case FIR No. 20/2023 U/S
121 A IPC, 13, 18, 39 UAPA of Police
Station Nowgam, Umer Adil Dar son of
Ghulam Hassan Dar resident of Soiteng
involved in case FIR No. 20/2023 U/S
120B, 121 IPC, 13,18,39,40 UAPA of
Police Station Nowgam and Bilal
Ahmad Mir @ Faffu son of Gh
Mohammad Mir resident of Parimpora
involved in case FIR  No.
29/DLI/21/NIA.

The others include Burhan Nazir
Khushoo son of Nazir Ahmad Khushoo
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TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today empha-
sized that the efforts of
the government should
become visible in the
coming six months in
terms of governance,
delivery of public servic-

5 explosive
devices recovered
as forces bust
hideout in Poonch

TP NEWS:

Security forces on
Monday busted a terror-
ist hideout and recovered
a cache of explosives dur-
ing a cordon and search
operation in the Rajara
area of Surankote in
Poonch district, officials
said.An official told news
agency that the operation
was launched in the
Marhote area following
specific inputs. "During
the search, a hideout was
discovered, leading to the
recovery of arms and
explosives," he said.

es and overall improve-
ment in functioning of the
government across
Jammu and Kashmir.

He stressed that gover-
nance must not remain
confined to the Civil
Secretariat or government
offices alone.

The Chief Minister
made these remarks
while chairing a high-
level review meeting at
the Civil Secretariat in
Srinagar, marking the for-
mal resumption of official
work by Ministers and
Administrative
Secretaries in the summer
capital Srinagar.

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Kumar
Choudhary,  Ministers
Sakeena Itoo, Javed
Ahmed Rana, Javed
Ahmed Dar and Satish

Sharma attended the
meeting.
Cont. Page 2

LG Sinha Conducts on-Site
inspection of Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board’s
office & Yatri Niwas

TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha today con-

ducted  the on-site
inspection and reviewed
ongoing  construction

J&K Cabinet addresses
LG’s queries on business
rules, resubmits
document in original form

TP NEWS:
The Jammu and
Kashmir Cabinet on

Monday resubmitted its
Transaction of Business
Rules to Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
after addressing his
query on whether the
document had  been
framed in accordance
with the rules, officials
said.

The officials familiar
with the matter said the
Cabinet, presided over by
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, sent the pro-
posal back with no
changes for Sinha’s final
approval.This was the

first Cabinet meeting
after government offices
resumed functioning
from Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital.

The officials said the
Cabinet deliberated on
the lieutenant governor’s
query, asking it if all pro-
cedures had been fol-
lowed while framing the
Transaction of Business
Rule (TBR).

The Cabinet concluded
that the objections lacked
merit and decided to
resubmit the TBR in its
original ~ form  and
informed the lieutenant
governor’s office

Cont. Page 2

work of the Office and
Yatri Niwas of Shri
Amarnath ji  Shrine
Board at Pantha Chowk,
Srinagar.

Cont. Page 2
Waive off
interests on
loans for tourism
stakeholders:
Mehbooba Mufti

TP NEWS:

In wake of the recent
impact on tourism sector
following the Pahalgam
terror attack, Peoples
Democratic Party (PDFP)
Chief and former chief
minister of Jammu and
Kashmir, Mehbooba
Mufti on Monday called
for waiving off the inter-
est on loans taken by
hoteliers, taxi operators,
and other tourism -
dependent workers for
the current financial year.

Addressing the media
persons in Pahalgam,

Cont. Page 2
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Centre’s ‘highest level’ ....

Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam Wani, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary to
HCM Dheeraj Gupta, all administrative secretaries,
Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Kashmir and other senior officers attended
the meeting. The Chief Minister emphasized the need for
start of development activities, implementation of budg-
et announcements and efficient governance amid current
challenges.” After six months, we are back to Srinagar
Civil Secretariat office. The environment in which we
were hoping the offices would open, expecting normal
business did not happen. It has been seen that if situation
remains conducive and peaceful, it improves functioning
of the government," CM said.

“We need now to focus on things that are under our con-
trol and work to ease the difficulties faced by common
people,” the Chief Minister said in his opening address.
He directed officers to ensure that their efforts during this
working season go beyond administrative offices. “We
do not have to restrict our working to the Civil Secretariat
as was the case during budget session. Now is the good
opportunity to see implementation of projects on the
ground,” he stated.He called upon all departments to
concentrate on delivery and accountability. “Let’s focus
on the deliverables. So that six months from now, when
we have to move to Jammu, we can actually sit down
with a list of all the positive developments and changes
that in spite of the circumstances, we were able to make
here,” the Chief Minister observed.Referring to the budg-
et passed in the Legislative Assembly this year in March,
CM Omar Abdullah said that while opinions may differ,
the government’s obligation lies in its execution. “But
now it is our duty, that the budget that the assembly
passed, the budget that this government brought to the
assembly and got it approved, we will implement the
budget decisions and review meetings shall be held with
concerned departments and agencies," he remarked.He
underscored the importance of utilizing the budgetary
allocations and implementing District Capex plan on the
ground. “Because this is the works season, he said, not-
ing the brief window available for developmental works,
particularly in the winter zone. The Chief Minister
informed that a detailed review would be held with the
Chief Secretary, Finance Secretary and departments.
“Where there would be obstacles, we will take the neces-
sary decisions to remove those hurdles,” he said, urging
development departments — including Power, R&B,
PHE, Health, and Social Welfare — to accelerate their
pace of work. Touching on the broader national support
for J&K’s development, CM Omar shared details of his
recent meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, say-
ing that the highest level in government of India wants to
see that in no way should Pahalgam attack derail the
process of governance and development in Jammu and
Kashmir. “That is our responsibility which we will have
to take care of,” he stated. Acknowledging the adverse
impact of recent events on the tourism sector, the Chief
Minister called for a collective effort to ensure a smooth
Amarnath Yatra without any inconvenience to the pil-
grims. He emphasized that the civil administration has
its own responsibilities which we will have to fulfill at
any cost.On the much-anticipated Rail-to-Kashmir proj-
ect, the Chief Minister expressed hope that the inaugura-
tion—originally scheduled for April 19 but postponed
due to inclement weather—would happen soon. “The
sooner we inaugurate the bridge and the train, the soon-
er the rumours will end and the rail will benefit us,” he
said.Reaffirming his commitment to governance, he said,
“What we manage to control are the areas of governance
that are directly our responsibility. And therein lies the
role of all of us sitting in this room... The people have put
us here to work together to deliver on their expectations.”
He concluded with a call for unity and purpose, “I am
here only because I want to deliver something for the
people of Jammu and Kashmir. That is my only aim, that
is the aim of my colleagues. And I'm sure in that, your
aim is the same as well.” Earlier, Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo welcomed the Chief Minister and members of the
Council of Ministers at the Civil Secretariat in Srinagar
and said that all arrangements are in place for smooth
functioning of offices at Civil Secretariat Srinagar.

MHA orders ....

has been transferred to Jammu and Kashmir. Similarly,
Anil Banka (AGMUT:2015), also serving in Delhi, has
been moved to the J&K Union Territory. The reshuffle
includes a total of 11 IAS officers, with others posted to
states and UTs including Puducherry, Arunachal
Pradesh, Mizoram, Chandigarh, Delhi, and Ladakh.

LG Sinha Conducts....

The Lieutenant Governor ascertained the progress of the
work and emphasised on timely completion of the proj-
ect. He was informed that the construction work of four
floors is completed and the rest of the two floors are
expected to be completed by the end of the month of
June. The Lieutenant Governor interacted with the offi-
cials and directed them to accelerate the progress of iden-
tified works for the convenience of pilgrims.

The Lieutenant Governor was accompanied by Dr
Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal Secretary to Lieutenant
Governor and CEO, Shri Amarnathji Shrine Board; Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri, Div Comm Kashmir; Dr Bilal Mohi-ud-
Din Bhat, DC, Srinagar and other senior officials.

Sgr Police intensify....

resident of Berooni Kathidarwaza Rainawari involved in
case FIR No. 48/2024 U/S 109 BNS 13,16,19,20,39 UAPA
Act of Police Station Khanyar and also involved in Case
FIR No. 70/2016 & 126/2016 of Police Station Rainawari
(Under PSA), Ashiq Malik son of Abdul Khaliq Malik
resident of Panzinara involved in case FIR No. 30/2018
U/S7/27 Arms Act of Police Station Parimpora and FIR
No. 280/217 U/S 147,148,149,152,336,341,307 RPC 7/25
Arms Act. % Exp. Subs Act of Police Station Parimpora
(Under PSA), Ishfag Ahmad Wani son of Late Mohd
Amin Wani resident of Hamdaniya Colony Sector 4/A,
Mudasir Ahmad Mir son of Mohd Sultan Mir resident of
Malikpora Barthana involved in case FIR No. 127/2022
U/S 7/25 Arms Act 13,16,183839 UAPA of Police
Station Parimpora.(Under PSA), Irfan Ahmad Lone son
of Mohd Abdullah Lone resident of Bilal Colony
Qamarwari involved in case FIR No. 163/2018 U/S 7/25
Arms Act of Police Station Pattan, Irfan Ahmad Seeru
resident of Khan-e-Sokhta Nawakadal involved in case
FIR No. 156/2024 U/S 13,19,39 UAPA of Police Station
Safakadal and Naseer Ahmad Mir son of Mohammad
Ashraf Mir, resident of Saderbal, Hazratbal involved in
case FIR No. 02/2020 U/S 307, 120-B IPC, 3/4 Explosive
Substances Act, and 16, 18 of UAP Act and FIR
No0.109/2019 under Sections 307, 212, 120-B IPC, 16, 18,
19 UAP Act, and 3/4 Exp Sub Act of Police Station
Nigeen.The searches were conducted in accordance with
proper legal procedures in the presence of Executive
Magistrates and independent witnesses under the super-
vision of the officers of J&K Police, the statement reads.
“The searches were carried out to seize arms, documents,
digital devices etc. with the objective of evidence collec-
tion and intelligence gathering to detect and deter any
conspiratorial or terrorist activity against the security of
the Nation. This decisive action of J&K Police aims to dis-
mantle the terrorist ecosystem in Jammu and Kashmir by
identifying and taking legal action against individuals
engaged in such anti-national and criminal activities,”
police said.”Srinagar Police remains committed to main-
taining peace and security in the city.

ACB produces ....

Office, Kishtwar/Post Office Thakrai, Kishtwar in league
with each other have committed large scale bungling
since 2009 and managed to open 21 fake accounts in the
Post Office, Branch Thakrai without their knowledge and
after opening these accounts the officials of BDO office
Kishtwar prepared fake invoices and credited/ deposited
money in these accounts. Subsequently payment/wages
amounting to Rs.4,32,327/- were released in favour of
these 21 alleged fake accounts holders which were
opened at Post Office Thakeri and remained operational
w.e.f. 08/2009 to 04/2012. In this way, the above named
accused persons in connivance with each other misap-
propriated the amount and caused loss to the state
exchequer," the statement added.

Waive off interests....

Mehbooba, as per the news agency, said the gruesome

terror attack in Pahalgam is condemnable and deserves
the strongest punishment for those involved.
“The people of Kashmir unanimously came out against
this gruesome attack and unequivocally condemned it.
However, the manner in which our local civilians across
Kashmir and especially from Pahalgam - shawl vendors,
ponywalas, tea sellers and others simply trying to earn a
livelihood are being rounded up for questioning or
detained is deeply disturbing,” she added.

Centre asks for....

Corporation Ltd (PSPCL) to cut electricity at the exer-
cise's scheduled time."You are requested to ensure ade-
quate security arrangements during this period, given
the total blackout," the Cantonment Board officer said in
a letter. "This rehearsal aims to ensure preparedness and
effectiveness in implementing blackout procedures dur-
ing prevailing war threats," the officer said.

PM Meets Top Defence Official

India has vowed to take vengeance for the worst-ever
attack in Jammu and Kashmir since Pulwama in 2019.
Today, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh amid speculation over
how New Delhi would respond to the attack. The meet-
ing lasted for more than half an hour. This meeting
comes a day after the Prime Minister met Air Chief
Marshal Amar Preet Singh. The Prime Minister has by
now met the chiefs of the Army, Navy and the Air Force.
The Prime Minister has warned that those involved in
carrying out and plotting the terror attack will get a pun-
ishment they cannot imagine, a sentiment echoed by
leaders across the political spectrum.

India, so far, has taken several diplomatic measures
against Pakistan, including, suspension of the Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960, a move that was not witnessed
even during the 1965, 1971 wars and the 1999 Kargil con-
flict. The diplomatic staff of Pakistan's missions in India
has been downsized.Pakistan has responded that any
move to stop water flow would be seen as an act of war
and threatened to suspend all bilateral pacts, including
the Simla Agreement, that violate the Line of Control
(LoC). Should Pakistan suspend the Simla Agreement, it
will put a question on the validity of the Line of Control.
For the last 11 days, Pakistan has repeatedly violated the
2003 Ceasefire agreement, which was aimed at ceasing
repeated firing along the LoC and easing tensions.

Post Indus treaty....

downstream in Pakistan for the next day or two but not
substantially. However there will be a period of refilling
and this could translate to reduced flows
downstream.” The lower water levels were evident from
the fact that people in Reasi were seen crossing the
Chenab on foot at many points. However, the discharge
rose on Monday afternoon after all gates of Salal were
opened and the gates of Baglihar were partially
opened.With the reservoir empty, it will be refilled —
over the next 30 hours — with water coming from
upstream and this “could mean reduced flows” down-
stream, the official added.

J&K Cabinet....

that all procedures had been followed while framing
the document. The move underscores a potential dif-
ference in opinion between the elected government
and the lieutenant governor’s office on the procedur-
al framework governing the administration.

The TBR defines the processes and protocols for how
the elected government and the lieutenant governor’s
office conduct their affairs.

Among the contentious issues in the Union Territory
are the transfers done by the lieutenant governor-led
administration by placing All India Services officers
on posts meant for the Jammu and Kashmir adminis-
trative cadre.Under the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, the lieutenant governor looks
after All India Services officers while the Union
Territory government is entrusted with administra-
tive services officers.
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Born to serve JaK Police, India:
Cop after HC stays deportation

TP NEWS:

“I am born to serve the Jammu and
Kashmir Police and my country, India,”
45-year-old policeman Iftkhar Ali said
on Saturday, just days after he and his
eight siblings narrowly escaped depor-
tation to Pakistan - a fate averted only
through the timely intervention of the
high court.For Ali, who hails from
Mendhar sub-division near the Line of
Control (LoC) in Poonch district, the
uniform is more than a job - it’s a call-
ing. He has dedicated nearly half his life
in the police force, serving its various
wings with distinction and earning mul-
tiple commendations for his courage
and unwavering commitment to duty.

He was all praise for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah and said he was confident
that the country’s leadership will not
allow his handing over to the “enemy
nation” on the “mere conspiracy” that
they belong to the part of J&K which is
under illegal occupation of Pakistan.

The nine members of the extended
family were among over two dozen peo-
ple mostly from Pakistan-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (PoJK) who were
served ‘Leave India’ notices by the
authorities in Poonch, Rajouri and
Jammu districts and were taken to
Punjab for deportation to Pakistan on
Tuesday and Wednesday.

However, Ali and his eight siblings -
Mohd Shafiq (60), Nashroon Akhter
(56), Akseer Akhter (54), Mohd Shakoor
(52), Naseem Akhter (50), Zulfgar Ali
(49), Koser Parveen (47) and Shazia
Tabasum (42) — were brought back to
their village in Poonch after the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh admitted their
petition claiming that they were not
Pakistani nationals and have been living
in Salwah village for generations and
stayed their deportation.

In the aftermath of the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack on April 22 that left 26 per-
sons, mostly tourists, dead, the Centre
announced a slew of measures, includ-
ing the suspension of the Indus Waters
Treaty, downgrading diplomatic rela-
tions with Islamabad, and ordering all
Pakistanis on short-term visas to leave
India by April 27 or face action.”We
have a centuries-old history of being the
bona fide residents of Salwah with both
our parents and other ancestors were
buried in the village...the notice (on
April 26 by Deputy Commissioner,
Poonch) came as a shocker to our family
comprising more than 200 members,

years.

In the midst of the situation, he said
they decided to approach the high court
and are grateful to the judiciary for giv-
ing them respite.

“(The) petitioners are not asked or
forced to leave UT of Jammu & Kashmir.
This direction is, however, subject to
objections from the other side,” Justice
Rahul Bharti said in an order on
Tuesday after hearing the plea of Al
who is currently posted at Katra, the
base camp for the pilgrims visiting Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine.

The court directed the Deputy
Commissioner, Poonch to come forward
with furnishing of an affidavit with
respect to the status of property holding
if any by the petitioners and set May 20
as the next date of hearing of the case.

“We have a land holding of nearly five
hectares with another two hectares ille-
gally usurped by my maternal uncle
with whom we are having a long dis-
pute. The deportation notice is the out-
come of that very dispute because they
do not want to return our land,” Ali
claimed.

According to officials, Ali's father
Faqur Din and mother Fatima Bi spent a
long time at a camp in Tralkhal after
they crossed over to PoK during the
1965 war. The couple and their nine chil-
dren returned to their village in
1983.After a long struggle, they were
admitted as permanent residents by the
J&K government between 1997 and 2000
but their nationality still remained
pending with the central government,
they said.

“I have served all the wings in the
police department over the past 27
years, which is evident from the scars on
my body, and the citations and rewards
which I have received from the depart-
ment for shedding my sweat and blood
for the country,” Ali said.He said the
most painful moment of his life was
when he was told that he did not belong
to this country.”I do not belong to
Pakistan and nobody is there for me. I
belong to India and this is my country. I
love the police from the core of my heart
and I am ready to sacrifice my life for the
country,” Ali said, reiterating his pledge
to protect this land with every breath he
takes. He also thanked his lawyers and
also the sociopolitical activist Safeer
Choudhary who extended his support
to the family.”I also come from Mendhar
and I know they have a genuine case so
I came forward on humanitarian

ACB produces challan against

official of BDO Kishtwar, others

ANTI- CORRUPTION BUREAU

TP NEWS:

Jammu and Kashmir
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Monday said to
have produced a challan
against the official of
Block Development
Office (BDO) Kishtwar,
employee of Post Office
Thakrai and others.

"Anti Corruption
Bureau produced
Challan of case FIR

No.32/2017 P/S VOJ
(now ACB) u/s 5 (1) (d)
(c) r/w section 5(2) of

J&K P.C Act Svt. 2006 and
sections 120-
B/467/468/471 RPC
before the Hon'ble Court
of Special Judge, Anti-
Corruption, Doda,
against accused persons
namely (1) Irshad Ahmed
Kichloo S/O Sh. Ghulam
Mohd Kichloo R/O
Kichloo Mohalla
Kishtwar, the then MPW
Panchayat Keshwan, (2)
Vijay Kumar S/O Sh. Dev
Ram R/O  Thakrai,
Kishtwar, the then

Gramin Dak  Sevak,
Branch ~ Post  office
Thakrai and (3) Abdul
Samad S/O Sh. Mohd
Ramzan R/O Nagrana
Keshwan, Kishtwar," a
spokesman said in a state-
ment issued to the news
agency."The instant case
was registered on the
basis of a verification con-
ducted into the allega-
tions that one Abdul
Samad and Officials of
Block Development

Cont. Page 2

“Some social media
ifluencers acting against India”:

House pan

TP NEWS:

A parliament panel has
sought details from the
Centre about action taken
against some social media
influencers and platforms
allegedly "working
against the interest of the
country" following a ter-
ror attack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam on
April 22. "Some social
media influencers and
social media platforms in
the country seem to be
working against the inter-
est of the country, which
is likely to incite vio-
lence," wrote Parliament's
Standing Committee on
Information Technology

to the ministries of
Information and
Broadcasting, and
Electronics and

Information Technology.
The panel has request-

forms under IT Act 2000
and Information Tech

nology  (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital
Media  Ethics  Code)
Rules, 2021".

The letter has been sent
to the secretaries of the
two ministries, who have
been asked to furnish the
information by May 8.

Terrorists killed 26 peo-
ple, mostly tourists, in
Pahalgam's popular
Baisaran valley, in the
deadliest attack on civil-
ians in recent times. India
has blamed Pakistan for

el to Centre

attack, the government
launched a sweeping
crackdown on  social
media, banning more
than a dozen Pakistani
YouTube channels for
allegedly spreading
"provocative" content.
The banned platforms

include the YouTube
channels of Pakistani
news outlets Dawn,

Samaa TV, ARY News,
Bol News, Raftar, Geo
News and Suno News.
The sites were blocked
in India last week, with a
message reading it was
due to an "order from the
government related to
national security or pub-
lic order". The informa-
tion ministry, in an advi-
sory, called on journalists
and social media users to
"exercise utmost respon-
sibility" while reporting

including some serving in the Army,”
Ali said.Ali lives with his wife and three
children, all aged between six and 11

grounds to mobilise support in their
favour so that they are not deported to
Pakistan,” Choudhary said.

vide

ed the ministries to pro- the
"contemplated
action to ban such plat-

attack, a
denied
Islamabad.After

charge

on matters "concerning
by defence and other securi-

the ty related operations".

ACB arrests Incharge PP, GMC Jammu, his driver for accepting bribe

TP NEWS:

Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Saturday said to have
trapped and arrested Incharge
Police Post, Government
Medical College, Jammu and
his driver for demanding and
accepting bribe of Rs 13,000.

A spokesman in a statement
issued to the news agency said
that Jammu and Kashmir Anti
Corruption Bureau received a
complaint alleging therein that
public servant namely PSI

Murtaza Rehman, Incharge PP
GMC Jammu and  his
driver/SPO namely Himanshu
Sharma had demanded illegal
gratification for running Rehari
at the exit Gate of GMC Jammu
from the complainant.

“The accused had demanded
illegal gratification from the
complainant ~ for  running
Rehari. Since, the complainant
didn’t want to pay bribe and he
approached Anti-Corruption
Bureau for taking legal action

against the accused public ser-
vant under law,” the statement
reads.On receipt of the com-
plaint, the spokesman said that
a discreet verification was con-
ducted, which confirms the
demand of bribe by the public
servant concerned and accord-
ingly, a case under FIR number
06/2025 under section 7 of
Prevention of Corruption Act,
1988 and section 61(2) BNS,
2023 was registered in Police
Station ACB Jammu and inves-

tigation taken up.”During the
course of investigation, a trap
team headed by a Gazetted
rank officer was constituted.
The team laid a successful trap
and accused public servant PSI
Murtaza Rehman and his driv-
er/SPO Himanshu Sharma
were caught red-handed while
demanding and accepting a
bribe amount of Rs 13,000 from
the complainant in the presence
of independent witnesses,” he
said. “The accused was arrested

on the spot by the ACB team
after following due process of
law. The bribe money was also
recovered from his possession
in presence of independent wit-
nesses associated with the trap
team. Moreover, searches are
being conducted in the residen-
tial houses of both the accused
in presence of independent wit-
nesses and Magistrates,” the
statement reads, adding that
further investigation of the
instant case is going on
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Lieutenant Governor flags off J&K’s 1st batch of Haj
pilgrims from Srinagar International Airport

LG extends his greetings and best wishes for a safe pllgrlmage and a truly fulfilling spiritual experience

TP NEWS:

Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today
flagged off the first batch
of Haj pilgrims of the
Union  Territory  of

Jammu Kashmir from
Srinagar  International
Airport.

The Lieutenant

Governor interacted with
the pilgrims and extend-
ed his greetings and best
wishes for a safe pilgrim-
age and a truly fulfilling
spiritual experience. He
prayed for peace and
prosperity of J&K UT and
well-being of one and all.

“I extend my heartiest
greetings and felicitations
to pilgrims undertaking
the sacred Haj journey.

The divine pilgrimage is a
call from almighty and a
cherished and life-long

Delegations call on Dy CM,
raise their issues, concerns

TP NEWS:

Deputy Chief Minister, Surinder Kumar
Choudhary, today met various delegations including
scores of individuals at Civil Secretariat here and took
stock of their issues and concerns.

The delegations included vocational instructors
from Skill Development Department, JKI, ITI,
Mechanical ~Engineering  Association,  District
Ganderbal Contractors' Association, Sericulture
department besides several individuals who called on
the Deputy Chief Minister and sought prompt redres-
sal of their issues and concerns.

The issues mainly pertained to road connectivity,
irregular water supply, enhanced electricity bills,
pending payments, regularisation of daily wagers/
contractual staff and allotment of sufficient funds for
payment of wages. The deputations brought several
issues before the Deputy Chief Minister concerning
their respective areas and sought timely redressal of
the same. The Deputy Chief Minister, while interacting
with the delegations, assured them that all their gen-
uine issues and problems will be looked into for
redressal at the earliest.

Div Com reviews development
plan for augmentation of civic

amenities en-route Jammu Division

TP NEWS:

Divisional Commissioner Ramesh Kumar today
chaired a meeting to review the development plan for
augmentation of civic amenities and renovation works
for smooth conduct of Shri Amarnathji Yatra 2025
enroute Jammu division.The meeting attended by MD
JPDCL, Commissioner JMC, Deputy Commissioners of
Kathua, Samba, Jammu, Udhampur, Reasi, Ramban and
officials from Tourism, RDD, PWD, Health and Jal Shakti
discussed the execution of the identified works as per the
approved works plan.The Divisional Commissioner
directed the District Administrations and concerned
Heads of departments for floating the tenders of the
works at the earliest.The district wise works approved
included repair, renovation and augmentation of basic
amenities such as power, water, Toilet facilities at the var-
ious lodgement centres in the districts en route the annu-
al holy pilgrimage.The Divisional Commissioner directed
MD JPDCL to start work for providing power supply to
the lodgement centres and Yatra camps at Lakhanpur
Kathua, Bhagwati Nagar Jammu and in Chanderkote
Ramban and illumination works. He further asked the
Commissioner JMC and Deputy Commissioner Jammu
to start the process for tenders of works at Yatra camp
Bhagwati Nagar Jammu.

dream. The central gov-
ernment is committed to
ensure best possible

arrangements

age,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

This year, around 3622
pilgrims  from Union
Territory  of Jammu
Kashmir will perform Haj
pilgrimage.

Srinagar International
Airport is scheduled to
operate 11 flights
between 4th to 15th May
2025, facilitating
approximately 3132
Haj pilgrims from J&K,
and 242 from UT of
Ladakh.

The Haj pilgrims will
be received by the

Consulate General of
India, Ministry of
for the External Affairs, Gol, at

Jeddah. The Lieutenant

and appreciated the sup-
port by all the
stakeholders for success-
ful organisation of holy

pilgrimage.

Shri Omar Abdullah,
Chief Minister;  Shri
Dheeraj Gupta,
Additional Chief
Secretary; Shri  Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri,
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir; Shri  Vidhi
Kumar Birdi, IGP
Kashmir; Shri Akshay
Labroo, Deputy

Commissioner Budgam
and members of J&K Haj
Committee, senior offi-
cers of Airport Authority,
Civil and Police adminis-

well-being of pilgrims
and their sacred pilgrim-

Governor also recognised

tration were present on
the occasion.

CS assesses IT initiatives taken to
improve serv1ces across govt deptts

TP NEWS:

Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo,
today chaired a high level meeting
to review the status of various
Information Technology (IT) initia-
tives being undertaken across
departments in Jammu and
Kashmir with the active technical
support of Bhaskaracharya
National Institute for Space
Applications and Geo-informatics
(BISAG-N).The  meeting  was
attended by  Administrative
Secretaries of several departments;
Commissioner  Secretary, IT
Department; CEO, JaKeGA; Special
Director General, BISAG-N and
other senior officers associated with
implementation of digital transfor-
mation projects in the Union
Territory.During the meeting, the
Chief Secretary took stock of the
ongoing IT initiatives aimed at
enhancing service delivery and
improving user interfaces to ensure
ease of access for the end users. He
acknowledged the critical role of
BISAG-N in supporting govern-
ment’'s efforts towards digital
empowerment and appreciated
their continued collaboration.

Dulloo emphasized the impor-
tance of strengthening the synergy
between BISAG-N and the UT gov-
ernment, calling for sustained coop-
eration to achieve new benchmarks
in IT infrastructure development
and public service delivery. He
directed all the concerned depart-
ments to proactively share relevant
data and information to facilitate
timely upgrades and improvements
in digital services.

Stressing the need for inter-
departmental coordination, the
Chief Secretary reiterated that each
department should designate a sen-
ior officer as a nodal officer to take
responsibility for ensuring timely
accomplishment of the given tasks.

Reviewing establishment of the

proposed Centre of Excellence in
Emerging Technologies, the Chief

Secretary enquired about the
progress made, including finaliza-
tion of the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) and the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the
stakeholders. He called for expedit-
ing efforts to operationalize this
centre at the earliest. Among key
digital initiatives, the Chief
Secretary reviewed the progress on
rebranding of JK Samadhan public
grievance portal (Samadhan 2.0).
He also reviewed the integration of
KYC and Single Sign-On (SSO) sys-
tems across government services;
development of a portal for digitiza-
tion of cadastral maps and revenue
records to enable its real-time upda-
tion during different land transac-
tions. He also had appraisal of the
launch of a Price Bulletin mobile
application, creation of a compre-
hensive dashboard for the District
Good Governance Index and JK
Digital Digest of Statistics besides
development of Village/
Panchayat-level profiling of infra-
structure and amenities.

The Chief Secretary took notice of
the GIS-based land bank initiative
being jointly developed by the
Revenue, Industries and Forest
Departments with technical assis-
tance from BISAG-N to support sus-
tainable developmental and ecolog-
ical planning.

Upgradations to JKCIP, Kisan
Khidmat Ghar and the DakshKisan
Portal under the Agriculture
Production Department were keen-
ly discussed in the meeting. The
progress against each was noted
and directions passed for complet-
ing the tasks within the set timeline.

Further, the Chief Secretary
reviewed the development of a
comprehensive MSME  Health
Clinic for monitoring the vitality of
small industries. He also reviewed
the development of various digital
modules for the Power
Development Department (PDD)
and Jal Shakti Department to opti-
mize service delivery and resource
management;Regarding the
Education department, he asked
about the status of e-content devel-
opment in local languages under
PM e-Vidya initiative.
Simultaneously, the Al-powered
personalised learning tools to assist
students in overcoming learning
gaps was too given due focus for its
early rolling out in the
schools.Other innovative projects
discussed included a multi-featured
mobile application for the Tourism
department, mining surveillance
system to curb illegal mining activi-
ties; digitisation of MSMEs,
Cooperative Banks and Societies
and modernization of several other
citizen services across the different
departments.
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Quality, timely disposal of grievances

| S

TP NEWS:

In a comprehensive review meeting
chaired by the Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, the functioning of the public
grievance redressal system under the JK
Samadhan 2.0 portal was evaluated, with
a focus on the pace, quality and effective-
ness of responses by the government
departments and district administra-
tions.

The meeting was attended by the
Secretary, Public Grievances
Department, along with Administrative
Secretaries of various departments while
Deputy Commissioners from across the
UT participated virtually.

The Chief Secretary emphasized that
the success of any grievance redressal
mechanism lies not in mere registration
of complaints but in their satisfactory and
time bound resolution. He underlined
that timely redressal of citizens’ issues is
key towards reinforcing public faith in
the governance system and ensuring
their continued engagement with admin-
istrative platforms.

Dulloo made out that mere acknowl-
edgement of grievances does not inspire
confidence among the citizens. It is only
when their concerns are addressed
promptly and effectively will people feel
encouraged to bring issues to the atten-
tion of the administration.He described
public grievances as a valuable diagnos-
tic tool for assessing the health of gover-
nance at the grassroots level. An in-depth
analysis of grievances, he said, can serve
as a map highlighting recurring chal-
lenges within departments or particular
geographic areas. He urged the depart-
ments and district officials to utilize the
platform not just for grievance resolution
but as a means to strengthen the institu-
tional responsiveness and improve pub-
lic service delivery on ground.The Chief
Secretary laid special emphasis on the
quality of disposal, calling for grievance
redressal that leads to the utmost satisfac-
tion of the aggrieved citizen. He directed
that no grievance should remain unre-
solved beyond 30 days. He also instruct-
ed all the departments and Deputy
Commissioners to conduct regular
reviews of grievance status, ensuring that
no case remain pending unnecessarily
and that responsibility is fixed in cases of
unwarranted delay.

Stressing the need for broader citizen
participation, Dulloo tasked the
Grievances Department with increasing
awareness about the ‘JK Samadhan 2.0
portal. He advised that the portal be
highlighted in all government outreach
programs and public meetings. He called
for periodic bulk SMS campaigns target-
ing the registered citizens to inform and
remind them about the availability and
utility of this grievance redressal plat-
form.Meanwhile, the Chief Secretary also
participated in a live demonstration of

cornerstone of efficient administration: CS

the JK Samadhan 2.0 portal.
During the session, he appreciated the
improvements made in the portal and

recommended further technological
advancements to be taken up in collabo-
ration with BISAG-N to enable more
data-driven and insightful handling of
grievances. He suggested integrating
features like heat maps based on griev-
ance types and locations, which would
allow departments to visually analyse
concentration of specific issues and areas
of concern. Moreover, he proposed the
use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
other advanced tools to analyse griev-
ances, classify them intelligently, and
ensure efficient, targeted and high-quali-
ty redressal of each of them.

The Chief Secretary lauded the signifi-
cant strides made by the department and
emphasized the need for focused efforts
in districts with lower coverage to ensure
equitable access to grievance redressal
mechanisms. He appreciated the data-
driven approach and urged for intensi-
fied IEC (Information, Education &
Communication) campaigns to further
boost public participation.

Highlighting the functioning of this
Department, Secretary, Public
Grievances, Aijaz Asad said that a mas-
sive surge in registrations under JK
Samadhan has been viewed during the
previous few months from January
onwards. He revealed that the same had
reached a significant milestone of
13,08,759 citizen registrations on the por-
tal till date.Elucidating further, he made
out that mere 12,932 citizen registrations
were there on this portal as on January 4,
2025 which increased upto 3,49,826 regis-
trations till February 5, 2025. He added
that a staggering 9,46,001 new registra-
tions were made during the past two
months only. Registrations had been
steadily growing since July 2024, which
saw only 1,429 registrations by then, he
concluded.

It was further disclosed that as of 30th
April 2025, the portal recorded 53,342
grievances from citizens, reflecting active
utilization of the platform to voice public
issues. Out of the total, 39,971 grievances
(75%) had been successfully resolved and
13,371 grievances are currently under
active review of the departments for
quality resolution.

Thus JK Samadhan has effectively
managed over 1.3 million citizen registra-
tions and resolved three-fourths of the
grievances received, showcasing its role
as a reliable and responsive public
grievance redressal platform for citizens
of the UT.Moreover, it was given out that
at least a family member from each
household is being targeted for registra-
tion over this portal in order to enable
them to reach out to administrative
machinery for targeted assistance during
the hour of need.

Unite against divisive forces, uphold idea
of inclusive India: Sadhotra tells youth

TP NEWS:

National ~ Conference  Additional
General Secretary and Former Minister
Ajay Kumar Sadhotra today called upon
the youth to rise above divisive tenden-
cies being perpetrated by vested interests
and stand united to foil the machinations
aimed at fragmenting the nation along
communal lines, saying that such designs
are contrary to the foundational ethos of
India a nation that thrives on inclusive-
ness, collective growth, and the well-
being of all sections of society.

Addressing a day long Rally of Youth
National Confernce at Samba which was
organized by Chowdhary Hamid, Mr.
Sadhotra said that the country is passing
through a critical juncture. It is the youth
boys and girls the torchbearers of tomor-
row and the future of this great nation

is to ensure that every capable youth gets
the opportunity to contribute meaning-
fully to society and the economy.

Sadhotra while reiterating the party’s
long-standing commitment as envisaged
in the Naya Kashmir Programme of the
party to the welfare of youth, “From edu-
cation to employment, from sports to
start-ups, the National Conference has
always believed in investing in the poten-
tial of our young generation.”

In view of serious concerns over rising
unemployment, Dr. Farooq Abdullah
Sahib and Omar Abdullah Sahib during
their chiefministership have on spot
police recruitment which gave thousands
of youth opportunity to get employment
and earn their livelihood.

The National Conference Additional
General Secretary also expressed grave

who must shoulder the responsibility to
safeguard the unity, integrity and secular
fabric of the country in general and
Jammu and Kashmir in particular.
“Unity must be preserved at all costs.
Peace-disrupting elements must be isolat-
ed, and social harmony must be nurtured

and strengthened”,  Sadhotra said.
Former Minister said history stands testi-
mony how disunity weakens a nation and
how the collective resolve of young peo-
ple can steer a country to greatness. “We
must guard against narratives that divide
and distract us from our shared goals of
prosperity and progress,” he added.
Adressing the Rally, Tejinder Singh
Provincial President Youth National
Conference said “Let us not allow hate
and negativity to define our times. Let us
be the generation that builds bridges, not
walls. The spirit of India lies in unity, and
it is upon the youth to protect and pre-
serve this legacy”, he said. Ch Hamid was
appointed as Zonal President of Youth
National Conference Central Zone
(Jammu-Samba-Kathua) by Provincial
President YNC. Provincial President
asked newly appointed zonal president to
constitute Block level Committes of Youth
National Conference in consultation with
District and Block Presidents of Parent
body within three months.

Sadhotra further highlighted the sus-
tained efforts of the Omar Abdullah-led
government towards youth empower-
ment, saying that National Conference
has made it a policy priority to create
avenues of employment and ensure that
merit and transparency define the recruit-
ment process. The present government is
committed to filling vacant posts on a
transparent and fast-track basis, said,
adding that the era of scam-ridden
recruitment is over. The National
Conference government stands by its
manifesto commitment of providing one
lakh jobs to educated youth during its
five-year term, he said.

Sadhotra referred to multiple initiatives
undertaken to enhance employability,
skill development and entrepreneurship
among youth across the regions of
Jammu and Kashmir, saying the only aim

—

concern over the growing menace of drug
addiction among youth, describing it as a
major threat to the future of the region.
He lamented that hundreds of promising
young lives are being lost to substance
abuse and families suffering in silence
and despair. He urged the youth to take
the lead in combating this menace as
Government efforts alone are not enough.
Community awareness, family support,
and youth leadership are key to defeating
this crisis, he asserted. At the outset, Mr
Ayoub Malik Provincial Secretary intro-
duced all the leaders with the youth who
were accompanying Mr Sadhotra.

Others who spoke on the ocassion are
the Satwant Dogra Provincial President
Women Wing Jammu, Suriya Begum
Member DDC Samba, District Presidents
Chander Mohan Sharma, Raghubir
Singh, Ch Naresh Bittu, A G Teli
President OBC Jammu Province, Nahar
Singh Provincial President Labour Wing,
Ayesha Gupta Women leader, Chander
Udhay Singh Zonal Secretary, Ch Razak,
Tarun Chowdhary District President
NCSU Samba, Ch Abdul Aziz Khatana
Gujjar leader, Sandesh Shan Zonal
Secretary, Ch Aslam Khan, Gurnam
Singh, Sandeep Singh Block Presidents,
Shabir Samyal, Shoket Chowdhary, Veer
Jee Bhat, Randhir Singh, Ex-Sarpanch
Shamshad Begum, Som Singh Taroch,
Retd. SSP Sewak Singh,

Natish Goswami, Youth Provincial
Vice Pesidents Vishal Parihar, Anju
Dogra, Priyanka Dogra, Devender Singh,
Jatinder Bhagat, Jagat Ram, Bhagat Ram,
Muzamil Malik, Yasin Malik, Bilal Malik,
Sachin Bhatti, Vishaw Samyal.

Number of youth joined Youth
National Conference on the ocassion.
Prominent among those who joined are
Ravi Kumar, Darbar Chand, Happy,
Sanjeev Thappa, Deepak Kumar, Ankush
Atri and Sahil Banotra. Sadhotra con-
graluated Ch Hamid and welcomed the
new entrants and hoped that they will
work with zeal and dedication and
strengthen the hands of Jenab Farooq
Abdullah Sahib and Omar Abdullah
Sahib and our party Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference.
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Chief Justice administers oath
to newly appomted Judges

TP NEWS:

Chief Justice High
Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,
Justice Arun Palli, today
administered the oath of
office to the two newly
appointed Judges; Justice
Sanjay Parihar and Justice
Shahzad  Azeem as
Judges of the High Court
of Jammu & Kashmir and

Ladakh, in the Chief
Justice’s Court Room
here.

The oath ceremony was
attended at Jammu by
Justice Sindhu Sharma,
Justice Rajnesh Oswal,
Justice Javed Igbal Wani,
Justice Rahul Bharti,
Justice Moksha Khajuria
Kazmi, Justice Rajesh
Sekhri and Justice Mohd.
Yousuf Wani while Justice
Sanjeev Kumar, Justice
Vinod Chatterji Koul,
Justice Sanjay Dhar and

Justice Wasim  Sadiq
Nargal participated virtu-
ally from Srinagar Wing
of the High Court.

The proceedings of the
ceremony were conduct-
ed by MXK. Sharma,
Registrar General
(Officiating) of the High
Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh who
read the contents of the
notification received from
the Government of India,

Ministry of Law & Justice,
Department of Justice, the
Warrants of Appointment
issued by the President of
India and the Letter of
Authorization issued by
the Lieutenant Governor,
Union Territory of Jammu
& Kashmir, authorising
the Chief Justice of the
High Court of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh, to
administer the oath of
office to the two newly

appointed Judges.

The ceremony was also
attended by the Former
Chief  Justices/Former
Judges of the High Court,
Secretary Law, Justice and
Parliamentary  Affairs,
Deputy Solicitor General
of India, Jammu as well as
Srinagar, Principal
District and Sessions
Judge, Jammu, Senior
Advocates, President Bar
Association, Jammu &
Members of Bar, Officers
from Civil and Police
Administration and
Officers & Officials of the
Registry. With the eleva-
tion of two Officers from
Higher Judicial Services
as Judges of the High
Court of J&K and Ladakh,
the strength of Judges of
the High Court of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh
has risen to 15 Judges
including Chief Justice.

District administration Jammu launches awareness
van to promote Common Service Centres

TP NEWS:

An awareness van was
flagged off today here
from the Deputy
Commissioner’s Officer
as part of a campaign to
promote the Common
Service Centres. (CSCs).

Deputy Commissioner
Sachin Kumar Vaishya,

who launched the aware-

ness vehicle, highlighted
the importance of reach-
ing every corner of the
district to ensure that citi-
zens are informed about
the services available at
CSCs. “The mission is to
ensure that people are
well-informed about

these opportunities and
can easily access them at
their nearest CSC,” the
DC said while addressing
the gathering.

The flag-off ceremony
was attended by
Additional District
Development
Commissioner Sher
Singh, Senior Director IT
& District Informatics
Officer NIC Jammu
Sanjeev Kapoor, along
with various district offi-
cers and members of the

public.
District Manager CSC,
Bhawna Mahajan,

elaborated on the range of
services offered

through CSCs.

“Common  Service
Centres serve as digital
access points for a multi-
tude of services, includ-
ing Aadhaar enrollment
and updates, PAN card
applications, banking and
financial services, insur-
ance, utility bill pay-
ments, and applications
for government certifi-
cates such as birth, death
and income certificates,”
she stated.

The awareness van will
traverse various blocks
and panchayats of the
district over the coming
weeks,  disseminating
information.

Kashmir will always remain
integral part of India: Dr Farooq

TP NEWS:

Asserting that Kashmir will
always remain an integral part of
India, National Conference (NC)
President Dr Farooq Abdullah on
Saturday said that Pakistan and ter-
rorists have failed in their ploy of
creating a wedge between Muslims
and Hindus.

Talking to the reporters here in
Pahalgam, Dr Farooq, as per the
news agency said that the people
have given the biggest message to
them that they are not scared. “We
are in Pahalgam right now and it
makes us happy to see the people
visiting here without any fear,” he
said.”Those who wanted to scare us
have failed. The perpetrators of the

attack have also failed. They were
in belief that they will divide
Muslims and Hindus, they have
failed. They have failed in achiev-
ing Kashmir. Today it has proven
that the people are not scared,” he
said, adding that Kashmir is part of
India, was part of India and will
always remain its integral part.
Asked about the tensions
between the two countries, Dr
Farooq, as per KNO, said that the
tensions will flare up when they
have committed this action.
“People want to see an end of ter-
rorism. For how long are we going
to see this terrorism? We have been
witnessing it for the past 35 years
now. We want to move forward

and witness growth. But, they
(Pakistan) are halting our growth
and beehive that they will make us
beggars like their own country. We
don’t want to remain beggars as we
will have to move forward. We will
surely become a superpower one
day,” he added.

In response to another query on
the Indus Water Treaty, Dr Farooq
said, “We have been saying for a
long time that the IWT needs to be
reviewed. We are facing hardships
because of this treaty. Despite hav-
ing our own rivers, we are experi-
encing a water crisis. We are not
asking them to stop providing
water to them (Pakistan), but we
also have a right to it,” he said.

Bhalla demands global action
against Pakistan for
sponsoring terrorism in J&K

TP NEWS:

In the wake of height-
ened tensions between
India and Pakistan fol-
lowing the Pahalgam
attack, JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla,
accompanied by former
Minister Yashpal Kundal,
visited border areas
Daugh, Abtal, Chowni,
Jarda, Swankha, Upper
Pard in Samba District to
listen to the grievances of
the local
population.Prominent
among those who accom-
panied Bhalla included
Sarpanchs Vijay Kumar
(Baba) Choudhary, Yash
Paul Sharma, Sr Surjeet
Singh, Bittu Sharma, Ex
Sarpanch Tirth Ram,

Sunil Kumar Bhagat,
Bhadur Singh, Amarjeet
Singh ,Mohan Singh

Bhatti Border Kisan Cell
President ,Narayan Dass,
Darshan Sharma, Jarnail
Singh ,Sanjeev  Katal
Block President ,Mandeep
Choudhary,  Amarjeet
Singh.

During the visit, Bhalla
reviewed the bunkers and
facilities available to the
border residents and
assured them that the
party would take care of
their needs and provide
all possible help.Bhalla
demanded that the gov-
ernment provide 5 marla
plots to border residents
in safer places, citing that
they are the frontline suf-
ferers whenever tensions
escalate between India
and Pakistan, resulting in
ceasefire violations.

While raising the con-
cerns of the border resi-
dents, Bhalla reaffirmed
the Congress party's full
support to the Union
Government in its fight
against terrorism. He
emphasized that the party
stands united with the
government in this critical
endeavor.Bhalla assured
the border residents that
their concerns would be
taken up with the author-
ities and that every effort
would be made to
address their needs and
provide them with the
necessary support.

Raman Bhalla's visit to
the border areas demon-
strates the party's com-
mitment to the welfare of

the border residents and

its resolve to support the
government's efforts to
combat terrorism. The
demand for 5 marla plots
for border residents in
safer places highlights the
party's concern for the
well-being of those living
in these areas.

Bhalla strongly con-
demned Pakistan for its
continued support to ter-
rorism in Jammu and
Kashmir, despite its own
economic struggles. He
criticized Pakistan for not
learning from past experi-
ences and instead choos-
ing to foment terror in the
region.Bhalla described
Pakistan as a failed state
and a rogue nation,
emphasizing its inability
to address its own inter-
nal issues while continu-
ing to destabilize the
region through terrorism.

Despite Pakistan's neg-
ligible economy, it contin-
ues to prioritize terrorism
over the welfare of its
own citizens, Bhalla said.
This approach has not
only harmed the region
but also exacerbated
Pakistan's own economic
woes.Bhalla's strong
words against Pakistan
reflect the deep-seated
concerns about the coun-
try's role in promoting
terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir. His remarks
underscore the need for
Pakistan to reassess its
priorities and  work
towards regional stability
and peace.Bhalla
expressed confidence in
the Indian armed forces'
ability to defend the coun-
try's borders, citing their
past  successes.  He
emphasized that terrorists
deserve no mercy and
that countries that nur-
ture them to use against
other nations should face
economic sanctions and
global isolation.

Bhalla highlighted the
devastating impact of
Pakistan's proxy war,
which has claimed several
precious  lives.  He
stressed that the nation
cannot afford to lose any
more innocent lives and
that Pakistan should be
taught a lesson to mend
its ways and become a
civilized country.
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CM Omar Abdullah bids farewell to first
batch of Hajj pllgrlms at Srinagar Airport

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah this morning
accorded a warm send-off
to the first batch of Hajj
pilgrims from Jammu and

Kashmir, extending his
best wishes for their safe
journey and smooth
performance of Manasik-
e-Hajj.

The

Chief Minister

arrived at Sheikh-ul-
Alam International
Airport Srinagar early
this morning, where he
interacted with the pil-
grims before their depar-
ture. A total of 178 pil-
grims boarded a direct
flight to Saudi Arabia.

While interacting with
the pilgrims, the Chief
Minister expressed his
hope for their well-being
and a spiritually fulfilling
Haj-e-Baitullah.

He urged them to pray
for lasting peace, prosper-
ity and progress in
Jammu and Kashmir, and
for protection of its peo-
ple from suffering and
adversity.

The Chief Minister was
accompanied by  his
Advisor Nasir Aslam

Wani, Additional Chief
Secretary to CM Dheeraj
Gupta, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
Vijay Kumar Bidhuri and
other concerned.

The pilgrims expressed
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the elaborate
and efficient arrange-
ments made at both the
Hajj House and Srinagar
International Airport.

Elaborate facilities have
been put in place for the
convenience of the pil-
grims, including smooth
transportation, boarding
& lodging, luggage verifi-
cation, security screening,
refreshment, food, prayer
arrangements, distribu-
tion of travel documents
and prompt issuance of
boarding passes.

Satish Sharma meets Shikara

Owners;

TP NEWS:
Minister for Food, Civil

Supplies & Consumer
Affairs, and Youth
Services & Sports, Satish
Sharma, today had

detailed interaction with
Shikara owners operating
in the Dal Lake.

The Minister was
accompanied by the
Transport Commissioner,
Vishesh Paul Mahajan
and other senior officials.

The Minister reiterated
the commitment of the
government towards pre-
serving the livelihoods of
the traditional boatmen
community while foster-
ing sustainable tourism, a

vital pillar of the region’s
economy.

During the interaction,
the Minister patiently lis-
tened to the concerns
raised by the Shikara

assesses their 1ssues

owners. These included
difficulties in obtaining
and renewing licenses,
financial and technical
support for boat mainte-
nance, environmental

issues affecting the lake’s
ecosystem and improved
infrastructure around Dal
Lake to enhance the expe-
rience for both the opera-
tors and the tourists.

Pahalgam attack will be
avenged: LoP Sharma

TP NEWS:

Stating that under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi April 22 Pahalgam attack will be
avenged, Leader of Opposition and senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader, Sunil Sharma on Friday said
that the perpetrators will be hunted down and taught
alesson.

Sharma, according to the news agency said,
“Everyone is aware that PM Modi fulfills his promise.
But, we will have to wait for the revenge of the
Pahalgam attack. Those responsible will be hunted
down.”Sharma also said that the country under the
leadership of PM Modi has witnessed a change.

“The time has gone when the other countries would
dare to undermine Bharat. It is Modi’s Bharat and
those responsible will be brought to justice,” he said.
“Bharat continues to follow values of humanity even|
after witnessing the attacks like Uri, Pulwama and
Pahalgam. India has never compromised with these
values and witnessed the growth. However, some peo-
ple who are not happy with this growth are trying to
destabilize the peace and killing innocents,” he
said.He added that PM Modi and Union Home|
Minister Amit Shah have already promised that the
Pahalgam terror attack will be avenged. “India stands
at the top and follows the values of humanity in letter|
and spirit,” he said. Sharma also remembered Adi
Shankaracharya and greeted the people on the occa-
sion of Shankaracharya Jayanti.

Mehbooba claims Dr Farooq
implicated Kashmiris in Pahalgam

attack, regrets his statement

TP NEWS:

Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) President
Mehbooba Mufti on Saturday claimed that National
Conference (NC) president Dr Farooq Abdullah’s
statement implicating Kashmiris in the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack is deeply disturbing & regrettable.

However, the NC chief spokesman and MLA
Zadibal, Tanvir Sadiq reacted sharply to her statement|
and termed it as “reckless.”

In a post on X, Mehbooba as per the news agency,
wrote: “Farooq sahab’s statement implicating
Kashmiris in the Pahalgam terror attack is deeply dis-
turbing & regrettable. As a senior leader that too as a
Kashmiri his statement risks fuelling divisive narra-|
tives providing ammunition to certain media channels
to further stereotype & stigmatise Kashmiris &
Muslims.”“This isn’t only misleading but fatal at a
time when students & traders from J&K are already
facing heightened vulnerability & attacks. We should
draw inspiration from Himanshi Narwal who despite
the martyrdom of her husband urged Indians not to
blame and target Kashmiris or Muslims,” she claimed.

Centre’s ban on Pakistan trade a strategic
move post—Pahalgam Attack: Kavinder Gupta
' -

TP NEWS:

Senior BJP leader and
former Deputy  Chief
Minister Kavinder Gupta
has hailed the Modi
Government’s decision to
impose a complete ban on
the import and transit of
goods from Pakistan,
terming it a strategic and

timely move in the wake of
the recent terror attack in

Pahalgam.

Speaking after the meet-
ing held at Party head-
quarters in Jammu, the BJP
stalwart said the terror
incident in Pahalgam,
which led to the loss of
innocent lives, has once

again exposed Pakistan’s
deep-rooted involvement
in sponsoring cross-border
terrorism. “This ban is a
firm and appropriate
response. The message is
clear —India will not main-
tain any form of engage-
ment, even trade, with a
country that harbours ter-

rorism,” he stated.
Notably, the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) on  Saturday
issued a notification insert-
ing a new clause—Para
2.20A—into the Foreign
Trade Policy 2023 under
the Foreign Trade
(Development &
Regulation) Act, 1992. It
prohibits, with immediate
effect, the direct or indirect
import and transit of all
goods originating in or
exported from Pakistan.
Kavinder applauded the
Centre’s swift action, say-
ing it reflects the Modi
government’s zero-toler-

ance policy towards terror  enough,” he remarked.

and unwavering commit-
ment to national security.
“Such actions are not just
policy shifts, they are
strong national statements.
The Pahalgam attack
demanded a decisive
answer—and this ban is
one of that answers,” he
said.

He added that economic
disengagement from
Pakistan is necessary to cut
off all indirect support to
its terror infrastructure.
“We cannot afford to trade
with a nation that constant-
ly bleeds our soldiers and
civilians.  Enough is

Appealing to the people,
especially the trade and
business community, the
former deputy  chief
Minister urged full sup-
port for the government’s
decision. “National interest
must always come first.
The country stands united
in its resolve against terror-
ism,” he added. Among
those who were present in
the meeting included Bali
Bhagat former minister,
Parmod Kapahi, Suresh
Sharma, Rajinder Chib,
Kulbhushan Mohtra, Sunil
Prajapati and Ishant Gupta
were present.
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Fighting anaemia
and malnutrition
in Gujarat

HEN Hemant Deshmukh talks about
Whealth and nutrition, the community in

Dang and Navsari, Gujarat, listens. This is
not just because Deshmukh is educated, unlike many
of them, but also because he happens to be a tribal like
them. Being from the same community has helped
Deshmukh build trust, make learning fun and
debunk myths and misconceptions to improve the
health and nutrition status of women, children and
adolescents in both these predominantly tribal dis-
tricts. Just how important reaching out to these com-
munities has been can be gauged from the data of the
latest National Family Health Survey 2019-2021
(NFHS-5).

According to NFHS-5, almost 77 per cent of adoles-
cent girls in Dang and 72 per cent in Navsari are
anaemic, and a significant percentage of tribal women
are impacted by anaemia (72 per cent in Dang and
about 60 per cent in Navsari). Further, anaemia preva-
lence among children under five is 82 per cent in Dang
and 75.3 per cent in Navsari — both higher than the
national average (67 per cent). It was these worrying
statistics that prompted CHETNA, the Ahmedabad-
based not-for-profit working on health and nutrition
awareness, to focus its attention on these two districts.
In March 2022, it began implementation of its three-
year project in 16 villages in these two districts to
improve nutritional status and access to healthcare
services for women, children and adolescents. The
first step of this project, called Arogya, was to ensure
that the cultural and traditional sensitivities of the
tribal community were respected. The decision to
choose Deshmukh as the field coordinator proved to
be a good one, as he not only belonged to the same
tribal community but also spoke the local dialect and
was well-versed in the local customs and beliefs. He
was able to counsel pregnant women, adolescents and
caregivers of children below five years in Dangi and
Kunki, the local dialects, on diets, health issues and
even menstruation. Deshmukh was helped by the
innovative anaemia kit developed by CHETNA to
raise awareness of nutritional anaemia. Largely illus-
trative, the kit has multiple communication tools,
including technical information on anaemia, a set of
three posters on key messages, a script for a role play
and a guide for the field workers on how to use these
tools.

Additionally, it comprises a handout of local folk
songs modified to include anaemia messages, and a
spinning disc game to make discussions on the caus-
es and prevention of anaemia engaging. The kit also
comprises a window chart. In this, the image of
women who eat greens and full meals are shown as
healthy; and to show how women who do not follow
this healthy diet look, an image of a weak and tired
woman is inserted atop it. Also handy was the kit
explainer — to assuage fears of anaemic pregnant
women that if they ate too much the baby would get
suffocated in the womb; or if they ate brinjals, the
baby would be dark-skinned; and that eating white-
coloured food would cause difficulty during labour.
Another effective strategy used was collaboration
with the local frontline health workers like the ASHA,
ANM and Anganwadi workers. By getting them on
board, Deshmukh was able to ensure an increase in
access to Government schemes related to maternal,
child and adolescent health. Thanks to the novel
multi-pronged strategies and the dedicated effort by
Deshmukh, women are no longer consulting witch
doctors — a practice popular before Arogya was initi-
ated. Instead, they are visiting primary and communi-
ty health centres close to their villages and are regis-
tering their pregnancies.

Trump’s “tariffs’ trigger

global trade turmoil

UTTAM GUPTA

US President Donald Trump imposed sweeping
new ‘reciprocal tariffs’ ranging from 10 per cent to 49
per cent on imports from nearly 60 countries, The
move risks igniting retaliatory measures worldwide,
with early signs of deepening economic strain
already visible in the tit-for-tat tariff war with China

Issuing an executive order citing “national emer-
gency” on April 2, 2025, US President Donald Trump
slapped additional customs duties branded as
“reciprocal tariffs” (RTs) — in the range of 10 — 49
per cent — on nearly 60 countries including India,
which faces a 26 per cent extra levy on most products
across industrial and farm categories. While a 10 per
cent baseline duty is applicable from April 5, 2025,
the full additional impost takes effect from April 9,
2025.The additional tariffs will apply over and above
the current US levies, which average 3.3 per cent on
a most favoured nation (MFN) basis. While the
above levies are applied country-wise, certain prod-
uct — level tariffs also take effect concurrently in all
countries.

A 25 per cent duty on steel and aluminium prod-
ucts has already become operational from March 12,
2025, and a 25 per cent impost on automobiles and
auto parts took effect from April 2, 2025. The US had
earlier announced special extra tariffs for three of its
largest trading partners — namely China, Mexico
and Canada.

On imports from China, the US imposed a 54 per
cent additional tariff (34 per cent RTs plus 20 per
cent special extra tariff). China retaliated by impos-
ing 34 per cent RTs on its imports from the US. The
latter retorted with an additional impost of 50 per
cent on imports from the former — taking the total to
104 per cent. This bullied China to impose a further
RT of 50 per cent on imports from the US, taking its
total additional tariff to 84 per cent. Trump escalated
the tariff war, levying a total of 125 per cent on
Chinese imports (including a 20 per cent Fentanyl-
linked tariff, which comes to 145 per cent). China has
struck again — increasing its additional tariff to
match the US at 125 per cent. Even as EU countries,
Japan and Australia had earlier hinted at retaliation,
Trump’s announcement of a 90-day truce with coun-
tries other than China (however, a 10 per cent base-
line duty will apply) has led them to defer their
plans for now. Reciprocal tariffs are trade duties that
one country imposes in response to tariffs placed on
its goods by another country.

In simple terms, if Country A charges extra taxes
on goods from Country B, then Country B does the
same in return. It's like a “tit-for-tat” in trade. This
approach is seriously flawed. First, Country B need
not be importing the same goods from Country A
that the latter does from the former. Even when the
product basket is the same, the foundational princi-
ple of comparative advantage suggests that Country
B should import a product from Country A if the lat-
ter can deliver it at a lower price.It makes no sense
for Country B to artificially increase the price of the
product (albeit cheaper) coming from Country A by
imposing a higher import duty/tariff. There can be
exceptions to this foundational principle for less
developed or developing countries wherein the
Governments are committed to protecting certain
sectors. For instance, under the WTO rules, develop-
ing countries have the right to keep relatively higher
“bound tariffs” (giving reasonable room for tariff
hikes, if need be) for agricultural commodities.

The USA certainly doesn’t fall into this category.
Trump’s argument that the imposition of “RTs” will
help in re-invigorating domestic manufacturing by
prompting companies to invest in the USA is far-
fetched. Firms are enthused to invest and expand
capacities only when they are assured of demand.
But a levy of RTs will kill demand by pushing up
prices. And don’t forget the devastating effect on
demand for US products in other countries when the
latter go for “tit-for-tat”. Forget any gains — it could

take a serious toll on the US growth itself. According
to former US Treasury Secretary Larry Summers,
Trump’s RTs will wipe out nearly US $30 trillion —
roughly equivalent to its one-year GDP.

The manner of arriving at the applicable addition-
al tariff is mysterious. These tariffs seek to match the
tariff and non-tariff burden that American business-
es face while exporting to other countries. For
instance, in the case of India, he looks at not just the
existing tariffs but also loads on the tariff equiva-
lents of non-tariff barriers and other trade-impacting
measures like subsidies and currency adjustments.
This way, it arrives at a high figure of 52 per cent.
Having artificially inflated the number, Trump — in
a gesture of benevolence — says ‘we are imposing on
India an additional duty of 26 per cent only, which is
half of what New Delhi charged the US’.

The reality is that even the “discounted” tariff of 26
per cent is more than double India’s current trade-
weighted tariff rate of 12 per cent on its imports from
the US. Such a disingenuous and opaque method of
arriving at RTs is evident in individual product cat-
egories. The resulting sharp increase in tariffs on
major export items from India such as chemicals,
metals, gems and jewellery, engineering, automo-
biles, food products etc. will have a devastating
effect on these sectors. India may have some reason
to feel relieved when it sees RTs on its exports to the
USA in juxtaposition with tariffs imposed on its key
Asian competitors — viz. China (125 per cent),
Vietnam (46 per cent), Thailand (36 per cent),
Bangladesh (37 per cent) etc. In textiles and gar-
ments, India will have a clear edge over China and
Bangladesh.

In electronics and telecom, steep tariffs on exports
from Vietnam and Thailand should give India a leg
up. In January 2025, the US imposed restrictions on
the export of computer chip — making equipment,
software, and high-bandwidth memory chips to
China. This has undermined the latter’s capabilities
to boost the production of its goods such as electron-
ics, automobiles etc. China has also been impacted
by EU countries imposing tariffs on their imports of
Chinese EVs. These measures targeting China
should help India find space for its electronics, EVs
and automobiles in US/EU markets.

Trump has kept pharmaceutical formulations
(besides energy and semiconductors) out of the
purview of reciprocal levies. India caters to nearly
half of the US market for branded generic medicines.
The Americans get these medicines very cheaply
when compared to the stuff made by US firms. It is,
therefore, natural that the Administration has
exempted their imports. The US has offered some
relief from its tariff assault to a country that takes
significant steps to remedy non-reciprocal trade
arrangements. For such countries, Trump says “I
may decrease or limit in scope the duties imposed
under this (reciprocal tariff) order.”

India has already taken some steps such as cutting
taxes on bourbon whiskey, fish feed, motorcycles,
mobile phone components and satellite parts. It
could offer more under the Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) with the USA it intends to con-
clude by the end of 2025. But Trump won’t be satis-
fied with some more cuts here and there.He has put
forth big demands such as reforming India’s stock-
holding programme for food security, allowing the
import of GM (genetically modified) food, lowering
tariffs on farm products, amending its Patent Act to
allow evergreening (a fancy term for extending
patent protection for older drugs and delaying
generic alternatives), removal of ban on inventory-
based model in e-commerce, granting US firms
access to Government contracts including defence.

It won’t be possible for India to yield ground in
any of these areas. In February 2025, during a joint
press conference at the White House, Trump had
said Modi was “a much tougher negotiator” than
him. Events seem to be proving otherwise.
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Pahalgam terror attack
perpetrators will be given exemplary
punishment: Amit Shah

TP NEWS:

Stating that perpetra-
tors of April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack will be given
exemplary punishment,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
said that this is PM
Narendra Modi’s India
and no one will be
spared.

Speaking at an event in
Assam, Shah, as per the
news agency, said,
“Terrorists should not
think they have won the
war. This fight is not over
yet. Chun chun ke badla
lenge (we will take
revenge on all terror-
ists).”

He added that if any-
one believes that carrying
out a cowardly act is a
sign of victory, they
should remember that
this is Narendra Modi’s
India and no one will be

spared.

“Today, they (terror-
ists) should not think they
have won by taking the
lives of our innocent citi-
zens,” Shah said. “This is
not the end of the battle. I
want to make it clear to
those who spread terror,
every terrorist involved
will be identified and
given a befitting reply.
The country will not for-
get, and we will respond
to each act with determi-
nation.”

Pertinently, on April
22, terrorists shot dead 26
people, mostly tourists at
Baisaran meadow in
Pahalgam in  South
Kashmir. It marked one
of the deadliest terror
attacks at civilians in the
region in recent years.

Referring to the inci-
dent, Shah said, “I pay
tributes to those who lost

their  lives in  the
Pahalgam terror attack.
This is not just the sorrow
of their families, but a
shared grief felt by the
entire nation.”

He said India maintains
a strict zero-tolerance pol-
icy towards terrorism and
will not allow it to grow
in any part of the country.
“We will exact retribution
for every loss. Terrorism
will be uprooted from its
roots. The global commu-
nity stands with India in
this battle,” Shah said.

Earlier in the day, the
Home  Minister also
addressed a gathering in
New Delhi during an
event to unveil the statue
of Bodofa Upendranath
Brahma, a prominent fig-
ure from Assam known
for his contributions to
the Bodo community.

At the event, Shah reit-
erated the government’s
position on national secu-
rity and said that,
“Whether it is left-wing
extremism or Kashmir, if
anyone does anything, no
one will be spared.”

He said it is the govern-
ment’s resolve to elimi-
nate terrorism from every
inch of the country and
that this goal will be
achieved.

CM Omar Abdullah calls

on PM Modji, discusses
key issues concerning J&K

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah this evening
called on the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi in the national
capital to discuss key
issues concerning
Jammu and Kashmir,
with particular empha-
sis on the recent devel-
opments in the region.

During the meeting,
Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah briefed
the Prime Minister on
the prevailing situation
in the wake of the

heinous terrorist attack
that occurred on
April 22 in Baisaran
Valley of the Pahalgam
tourist resort, which
tragically claimed the
lives of 26 innocent
civilians.

The Chief Minister
reiterated the deep
sense of grief and out-
rage felt by the
people  of Jammu and
Kashmir.

On April 28, the
Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative ~ Assembly
unanimously adopted a

resolution condemning
the Pahalgam
terror attack in the
strongest possible terms,
reflecting the collective
will of the people’s rep-
resentatives to stand
united against terrorism
and safeguard the peace
and harmony of the
region.

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah conveyed to
the Prime Minister the
deep sense of solidarity
among the people of
Jammu and Kashmir in
rejecting violence.
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