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TP NEWS:
Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah today under-
took an extensive tour of
Poonch district to assess
the ground situation in
the aftermath of the
recent cross-border
shelling. Poonch was
among the worst-affected
districts in the cross-bor-
der artillery shelling,
which resulted in the loss
of 13 lives and injuries to
many others.

Upon his arrival, the
Chief Minister visited the
District Hospital Poonch,
where he enquired about
the condition and treat-
ment of the injured. He

expressed his admiration
for their courage and
resilience and assured
them of the best possible
medical care and full sup-
port from the administra-
tion.

Later, the Chief
Minister met with the
bereaved families who

lost their loved ones in
the shelling. “Words fall
short in the face of such
grief. I offered my heart-
felt condolences and
assured them that they
are not alone—the entire
administration and I
stand with them,” he said.

TP NEWS:
Flight operations at the

Srinagar airport and 31
others, mostly in north
India and western parts
of the country, are set to
resume soon.

The development fol-
lows a ceasefire after hos-
tilities broke out between
India and Pakistan.

According to Airports
Authority of India, the 32
airports that were tem-
porarily closed are now
available for civilian

TP NEWS:
The Government today

decided to re-open
Schools and Colleges in
non-border districts of
Jammu as well as
Kashmir divisions from
tomorrow, 13th of May,
2025.

Minister Education,
Sakeena Itoo posted on X,
“All schools and colleges
to reopen from tomorrow
in non-border districts of
Jammu as well as
Kashmir”.

This decision was
taken after  comprehen-
sive review of the ground
situation in the aftermath
of recent cross-border
shelling incidents.

TP NEWS:
In a stern warning to

Pakistan, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said
'Operation Sindoor' was
not just a one-off exercise
and was India's new poli-
cy against terrorism as he
reiterated that terror and
talks cannot go together.
In his first address to the
nation after 'Operation
Sindoor', India's response
to the Pahalgam attack,
PM Modi also under-
scored that the country
would not succumb to
nuclear blackmail.

Shredding Pakistan
over terrorism, just as the
armed forces took apart
11 of its military sites and
airbases, PM Modi assert-

ed that India had just
paused its offensive on
Islamabad's terror camps
and military sites.

"Operation Sindoor is
India's new policy against
terrorism, the new nor-
mal. We have only kept in
abeyance our operations
against Pakistan and the
future will depend on
their behaviour," PM
Modi said in a 22-minute
address. It signals a
decisive shift in India's
strategic approach
against                   terror. 

Operation Sindoor India's policy against
terror, the new normal: PM Modi

Future talks with Pakistan only on PoK, Terror: PM Modi

Government decides
to re-open Schools,
Colleges in non-border
districts of J&K

TP NEWS:
Lieutenant Governor

Manoj Sinha visited the
Sahib Bandgi Ashram
shelter and lodgement
centre in Mishriwala,
Jammu, to meet families
displaced by cross-border
shelling from Pakistan.
He expressed solidarity
with the affected resi-
dents and reaffirmed the
government’s commit-
ment to their safety and
rehabilitation.

During his interaction
with the families, LG

Sinha condemned
Pakistan’s recent aggres-
sion, calling the
Pahalgam incident an
“act of war by a terror
state.” He said that
“Operation Sindoor” had
been launched in
response, marking a
strong message to
Pakistan.“India has
always advocated for
peace and never wanted
war, but what happened
in Pahalgam was an act of
war. Our armed forces
responded with restraint

and precision to disman-
tle the terror factories
responsible,” the
Lieutenant Governor stat-
ed.He praised the armed
forces for their decisive
action and unwavering
dedication, stating, “Our
Armed Forces have made
it clear — any threat to
our people will be met
with a response that
Pakistan will remember
for generations.”
Reaffirming India’s
stance, he added, “India

‘Operation Sindoor Avenged Pahalgam’:
LG Hails Armed Forces’ response during
visit to Shelling hit Families

Flight ops set to
resume at J&K
31 other airports

TP NEWS:
Suspected drones were

spotted and are being
engaged in Jammu and
Kashmir's Samba district,
defence sources said on
Monday. While the
development comes amid
ongoing tensions
between India and
Pakistan, sources said
there is no need to be
alarmed.

A video shared by
news agency  showed
Pakistani drones being
engaged in Samba. Red
streaks were seen and
explosions were heard in

the clip, as India inter-
cepted the drones.

Samba was among the
places near the border
where India intercepted
Pakistani drones on May
8. Drones were also spot-
ted in Jammu, Akhnoor,
Nagrota, Amritsar and
Pathankot a few days
back, amid ongoing ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan.

Pakistan launched
drone attacks on several
areas near the border a
day after India launched
Operation Sindoor,

Suspected drones spotted
over Samba in J&K, being
engaged: Defence sources

CM Omar Abdullah visits Poonch, assures
support to victims of cross-border shelling

TP NEWS:
The Director Generals

of Military Operations
(DGMOs) of India and
Pakistan spoke on
Monday over the cease-
fire understanding
reached last week after a
military standoff between
the nuclear-armed neigh-
bours. Both countries
agreed to take immediate
measures to ensure the
reduction of troops along
the borders and forward
areas, according to a
statement.

The DGMOs of both
countries spoke over the
hotline at 5 pm and dis-
cussed the commitment
that both sides must not
fire a single shot or initi-

ate any aggressive and
inimical action against
each other, the statement
said.Earlier, the military-
level talks between India
and Pakistan over the
hotline were previously
scheduled at 12 noon.
However, they started
around 5 pm.

Though there were
cases of violation of the
understanding by the
Pakistani military on
Saturday night, there
were no such incidents on
Sunday night, a first in 19
days."The night remained
largely peaceful across
Jammu and Kashmir and
other areas along the
International Border," 

Not firing single shot, reducing
troops at borders: India, Pak
conclude DGMO talks

TP NEWS:
Life in Jammu is grad-

ually limping back to nor-
malcy following a tense
standoff between India
and Pakistan, triggered
by the April 22, Pahalgam
terrorist attack that

claimed 26 lives.
The ceasefire agree-

ment reached on May 10,
has brought a calm to the
region, with markets
reopening, streets
buzzing with activity,

Hajj flights from Srinagar to
resume from May 14

Life returns to
normal in Jammu

TP NEWS:
After days of disrup-

tion caused by height-
ened border tensions,
traffic has fully resumed
on the historic Mughal
Road following the recent
ceasefire announcement
along the Line of Control

(LoC). This development
has brought relief to com-
muters and local busi-
nesses, which had been
severely impacted by the
prevailing situation. The
Mughal Road, connecting
the Kashmir Valley

Ceasefire brings relief as traffic
resumes on Mughal road

TP NEWS:
Indian armed forces

reiterated today that
Operation Sindoor only
targeted terror camps in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir
(POK), and that
Islamabad was responsi-
ble for any loss that their
military incurred.

The anti-terror opera-
tion followed the
Pahalgam terror attack
and destroyed at least
nine terror camps. As
Pakistan launched aerial
attacks on Indian civilian
and military areas,

“Pak Army 
responsible for their

losses, our 
fight was against
terrorists”: India
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CM Omar Abdullah....
The Chief Minister also visited Zia-ul-Uloom and
Anwar-ul-Uloom religious institutions, where a reli-
gious teacher was killed and several students were
injured in the shelling incident.
Following his visits, the Chief Minister convened a
meeting with public representatives, which included
Members of the Legislative Assembly: Ajaz Ahmad
Jan (Poonch-Haveli), Choudhary Mohammad Akram
(Surankote), and Minister Javed Ahmad Rana
(Mendhar). The meeting was also attended by promi-
nent citizens, former legislators, and community lead-
ers from the Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, and other commu-
nities.Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir Aslam
Wani, Chairperson of the District Development
Council, Deputy Commissioner Poonch, SSP Poonch,
and other senior officials were also present at the
meeting. Addressing the gathering, Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah acknowledged the grief and suffering
caused by the shelling. “Today, we gather in a time of
great difficulty and pain. I want to express my heart-
felt gratitude and admiration for the spirit of unity
and communal harmony displayed by the people of
Poonch. The brotherhood among Hindus, Muslims,
Sikhs, and others during this crisis is truly commend-
able. May the Almighty continue to bless this unity,”
he said. He lauded the efforts of the civil administra-
tion, including the Deputy Commissioner, SSP, and
their teams for their unwavering service. “They stood
their ground and worked tirelessly to support the
people and minimize the suffering caused by this
tragic situation,” he added.Speaking about the con-
flict, the Chief Minister said, “This situation was not
of our making. Our neighboring country chose to tar-
get innocent civilians on our side of the border. This is
both deeply saddening and unacceptable.”Expressing
sorrow over the loss of 13 innocent lives, he said,
“While no compensation can replace a lost life, it is
our responsibility to provide immediate support and
Rs 10 lakh relief announced by me to each family of
the deceased is not a measure of the value of life, but
a step to help them cope during this difficult
time.”The Chief Minister acknowledged the role of
local MLAs for their support during this crisis.

Life returns....
and educational institutions in all non-border districts
of Jammu as well as Kashmir divisions set to resume
operations from tomorrow.The recent escalation,
marked by India’s ‘Operation Sindoor’ on May 7, tar-
geted terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, followed by retaliatory
drone and missile exchanges.Jammu faced significant
disruptions, including blackouts, sirens and explo-
sions near the Line of Control (LoC) in Poonch and
Rajouri districts. Schools and colleges in border dis-
tricts like Jammu, Samba, Kathua, Rajouri, and
Poonch were closed from May 7 as a precautionary
measure.The Jammu and Kashmir Education
Department, however, announced the reopening of
schools and colleges in non-border districts starting
tomorrow (May 13), signaling a return to normal-
cy.“After reviewing the situation, educational institu-
tions in non-border districts of Jammu and Kashmir
will resume classes on May 13,” stated Education
Minister Sakina Itoo.
However, border districts will continue to see clo-
sures as a precautionary measure due to lingering
security concerns.
Local residents expressed relief as the city began to
recover. “It will take some time, but everything will be
fine,” said a Jammu local, reflecting the cautious opti-
mism in the air. Markets, which had shuttered during
the height of tensions, are now bustling again, and no
sirens or drone sightings have been reported since the
ceasefire took effect.
The Indian Army reported that the night of May 11-12
remained largely peaceful across Jammu and
Kashmir, with no significant ceasefire violations. The
Border Security Force (BSF) also foiled a major infil-
tration bid in Samba district on May 8, underscoring
the continued vigilance of security forces.

Ceasefire brings....
with the border districts of Poonch and Rajouri in
Jammu, had seen minimal vehicular movement in recent
days due to fears of cross-border shelling.
Lying close to the volatile LoC, the route's safety con-
cerns kept travellers cautious, especially in Poonch.
“We’re relieved that the ceasefire has been announced,”
Bilal Ahmad, a transporter who frequently operates
along the route, told the news agency. “We’ve resumed
our services, but people are still cautious. It will take a
few more days for full confidence to return.”The reopen-
ing of the road has facilitated the movement of goods
and people between the regions, providing vital relief to
residents of remote areas who depend on this route for
essential travel and trade.Shopkeepers and hoteliers
along the Mughal Road, particularly in Shopian’s
Hirpora and surrounding areas, expressed optimism.
“The last few days were very difficult,” said Tariq
Mehmood, a shopkeeper in Hirpora. “No customers, no
traffic. Everything came to a standstill. Now that the
ceasefire has been announced, we hope it holds and our
businesses can bounce back.
”Historically, the Mughal Road was a significant trade
route used by emperors and merchants. It often serves as
an alternative when the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway is closed, such as during recent landslides in
Ramban. However, locals remain apprehensive.“We
want the peace to last,” said Feroz Khan, a resident of
Poonch. “Ceasefires have been broken before. We can
only hope this one brings lasting calm.”The Poonch and
Rajouri sectors have suffered heavily due to cross-bor-
der shelling, with around 20 casualties, including an
ADC Rajouri, in the past four days.

Operation Sindoor ....
PM Modi's remarks indicate that any future terror
attacks by Pakistan-sponsored terrorists would invite
firm military retaliation.It comes as the government
said last week that any future terror attacks on Indian
soil would be treated as an "act of war" and would be
responded to accordingly."We will take decisive
action against terrorist bases operating under the
guise of such threats. There will be no distinction
between government-sponsored terrorism and terror-
ist organisations," the PM said in a hard-hitting
speech.India and Pakistan agreed on a ceasefire on
May 10, halting the hostilities that had ensued since
India destroyed nine terror camps deep inside
Pakistan, killing 100 terrorists. The ceasefire came
after India pounded 11 military sites and airbases in
Pakistan after it launched a series of drone and missile
attacks on border states.
'WON'T TOLERATE NUCLEAR BLACKMAIL'
On the way forward in India's relations with Pakistan,
the Prime Minister asserted that Islamabad must
demolish the terrorist infrastructure flourishing on its
soil if it wanted to survive as a country.
"The terrorists they have been feeding and nurturing
all these years will swallow Pakistan itself. If Pakistan
wants to survive, it will have to root out terrorism," he
said.Calling out Pakistan's nuclear-deterrence bluff,
PM Modi emphasised that India would not tolerate
any form of "nuclear blackmail". He also clearly spelt
out India's stance: terror and talks cannot go hand in
hand, and "water and blood" cannot flow together - a
seeming reference to the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)
that India suspended after the Pahalgam attack,
which left 26 people dead. "Any dialogue with
Pakistan will focus only on terrorism. If talks are held,
they will be about Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
and nothing else," he said. The Prime Minister also
shed light on how the ceasefire agreement was
reached after a desperate Pakistan contacted India to
halt the military action. 
"In just the first three days, India inflicted such mas-
sive destruction on Pakistan that it caught them com-
pletely off guard. After being thoroughly defeated,
the Pakistani military was compelled to contact our
DGMO. By that time, we had already dismantled
large portions of the terrorist infrastructure and elim-
inated many terrorists," he said.

‘Operation Sindoor ....
will never compromise on its sovereignty and territo-

rial integrity. We are resolved to dismantle the entire
terror ecosystem from Jammu and Kashmir.”

Suspected drones....
its precision strikes that came in retaliation for the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attackOver 100 terrorists
were killed in Operation Sindoor, strikes targeting
nine terror camps in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir. The following few days saw India thwarting
Pakistan's unprovoked drone attacks targeting India's
military bases in Jammu, Udhampur and
Pathankot.An understanding of stopping firing along
the International Border and the Line of Control (LoC)
was announced by Pakistan and India on May 10, but
hours later, Pakistan violated ceasefire. Multiple
blasts were heard in Srinagar, and a red alert was
issued, and a blackout was enforced in the area. A
drone has been shot down in Rajasthan's Pokhran as
well as in Baramulla in Kashmir.

Flight ops set....
aircraft operations with immediate effect. "Reference
notice issued for temporary closure of 32 Airports for
civil Aircraft operations till 05:29 hrs of 15 May 2025.
It is informed that these airports are now available for
civil aircraft operations with immediate effect. It is
recommended for travellers to check flight status
directly with Airlines and monitor Airline's websites
for regular updates," the AAI statement said.
In Srinagar, officials said the airport is ready for
resumption of normal civil flights."Aerodrome clo-
sure NOTAM (Notices to Airmen) has been revoked
and the airport is ready to facilitate flight operations.
Response from airline operators is awaited," an offi-
cial at the Srinagar airport said.The airports were shut
on May 7, in the backdrop of tension due to Operation
Sindoor, a precision strike by Indian Armed Forces on
terror camps across the Line of Control (LoC) in
Pakistan and Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.

Government decides ....
The Educational institutions in border areas will
remain closed as a precautionary measure  for safety
of students as well as staff.

Not firing.... 
the Indian Army said in a brief statement.
From April 23 to May 6, incidents of small arms fire
were reported across multiple sectors along the LoC,
escalating to heavy artillery shelling and aerial attacks
between May 7 and 11.
Under Operation Sindoor, India carried out precision
strikes on terror infrastructure early on May 7 in
response to the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack,
which killed 26 people, mostly tourists. Following the
Indian action, Pakistan attempted to attack Indian
military bases on May 8, 9 and 10. The Pakistani
attempts were strongly responded to by the Indian
side by inflicting heavy damage to a number of key
Pakistani military installations, including airbases, air
defence systems, command and control centres and
radar sites. 

“Pak Army responsible....
Indian forces struck back and hit three airfields in
Pakistan. Over a hundred terrorists and 30-40
Pakistan's military personnel were killed in the
strikes, the forces had said."Our fight was with terror-
ists and their infrastructure, and not Pakistan's mili-
tary. That's why we struck only terror camps on May
7. It is a pity that Pakistan's military chose to side with
terrorists and made it their own fight. That's why our
retaliation was necessary. They are themselves
responsible for their losses," Air Marshal AK Bharti
said at a special media briefing this afternoon.
Director General of Military Operations Lt Gen Rajiv
Ghai, Vice Admiral AN Pramod, and Maj Gen SS
Sharda were also present at the briefing.

FROM PAGE-1
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TP NEWS:
Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, today

chaired a high level meeting of all the
concerned departments attended by
the senior functionaries of Civil
Administration and Police to review
the position of arrangements being
made for smooth conduct of Shri
AmarnathjiYatra (SANJY) 2025.

Dulloo had department wise
appraisal of the status of facilities to be
created by them for safety, security and
convenience of the pilgrims going to
visit the holy cave during the yatra
period.

The Chief Secretary took a detailed
review of the facilities to be created for
pilgrims particularly in transit camps,
lodgements and enrouteJammu-
Srinagar National Highway besides on
both the axis leading to holy cave from
Baltal and Chandanwari.

He directed the concerned to suit-
ably augment all the requisite facilities
to ensure smooth and safe conduct of
the pilgrimage. He directed the line
departments including the PWD, Jal
Shakti, PDD, H&UDD, RDD, Tourism,
Health, Forest, FCS&CA, Telecom,
DMRR&R and others to ensure that the
works identified for them are complet-
ed well in advance.

The Chief Secretary impressed upon
the concerned Divisional
Commissioners to ensure proper coor-
dination among the departments for
timely execution of works on ground.
He stressed on finalization of tenders
for services like sanitation and others
to be done before June so that the serv-
ice providers are available much before
the commencement of the yatra.

He also took detailed overview of the
ongoing works, condition of tracks,
infrastructure and that of other servic-
es like capacity of base camps, transit
camps, lodgements, holding areas from
the concerned Deputy Commissioners.
He impressed upon them to make sure
that no such facility is established in
disaster prone areas and measures like
fire-safety audit and compliance with
all the safety parameters is done with-
out any compromise.

The Chief Secretary exhorted the
administration to increase the ambit of
digital prepaid services for the ease-
ment of both the pilgrims and service-
providers. He asked them to create
necessary provisions for enabling most
of the transactions are done through
this hassle-free mechanism only.

Dulloo further took note of the roles
and responsibilities of the Departments
like Health, FCS&CA, Forest, Animal
Husbandry, SDRF, Information,
Transport, Fire & Emergency Services
in the successful conduct of the pil-
grimage. He directed them to make
adequate arrangements of the services

provided by each of them along with
the backups for any of the unforeseen
circumstances. He asked for showing
exemplary coordination with each
other to make this religious affair
memorable for all of the pilgrims com-
ing to undertake yatra this year.

Dr Mandeep K. Bhandari, Principal
Secretary to Lt Governor and CEO
SASB made a detailed presentation  on
the requirements for successful con-
duct of this year’s annual
AmarnathJiyatra here. He also high-
lighted the roles of the government
departments, Security forces and dif-
ferent service providers during this
time.

He called on the concerned Deputy
Commissioners to conspicuously ear-
mark the disaster prone areas for
avoiding pitching of tents/shops/lan-
gars there. He asked for ensuring every
Yatri/ service provider is allowed on
the yatra track only after ascertaining
that the concerned is carrying valid
RFID card besides employing effective
crowd management and optimum
frisking time at each access control
gate.

He made out that during SANJY-
2024, the holding capacity inside yatra
camps established at different loca-
tions was over 58,000 and outside yatra
area it was around 53,000 scattered
over different districts right from
Lakhanpur to Ganderbal. He made out
that this year the capacity would suit-
ably be augmented with lodgement
facilities to be created near relevant
Railway Stations too.

Regarding registration of Labour
and other service providers, it was
given out that till 07.05.2025, a total of
5,134 ponies, 4,910 pony owners, 325
Pithus, 436 Palkiwalas and 27 Hawkers
had been registered by the twin
Departments of Labour and Animal
Husbandry here. It was added that all
the ponies stands insured under
National Livestock Mission for a sum
of Rs. 50,000 per animal, covering both
natural as well as accidental deaths.

With respect to the weather forecast-
ing infrastructure for dissemination of
timely information about weather
updates it was revealed that automatic
weather stations at appropriate loca-
tions would be made operational by
20th June.

Moreover, large sized LED display
boards at Base Camps, SMS alert to
Administration/Yatra officers, CAP
alert by IMD in case of sudden devel-
opment of potentially hazardous
weather condition, Yatra specific web
page, Doppler Weather Radar at
Banihal top in addition to deployment
of IMD officials at Baltal and Nunwan
would also be made to make the yatra
safe and secure for every pilgrim.

CS takes stock of arrangements for SANJY-2025

TP NEWS:
The Lieutenant

Governor Shri Manoj
Sinha paid a visit to front-
line soldiers in Baramulla
and Uri sectors, today.
The Lieutenant Governor,
who addressed and inter-
acted with the soldiers
stationed near the LoC,
asked them: "How is the
Josh?" His question met
with an energetic "High,
Saheb!" from the troops,
echoing the mood of sol-
diers' readiness to destroy

the enemy. The
Lieutenant Governor said
that our Soldiers have just
one dream and one
resolve-- Destroy the
enemy and its capability
to attack Bharat and to
safeguard our citizens
and Bharat's sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

“I am seeing determi-
nation in your eyes and I
want to tell the people
across the country that
they are in safe hands.
Entire nation is drawing
inspiration from your val-
our. May prabhu Shri
Ram give you the
strength to decimate the

enemy," the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant
Governor said that the
nation under the leader-
ship of Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has vowed to neu-
tralize terrorists and my
message is clear--if you
inflict injury on any
Indian citizen, we will
hunt you down.

“I want to tell the peo-
ple of Union Territory of
Jammu Kashmir that

peace is foundation of
prosperity and our men
in uniform will ensure
that Jammu Kashmir and
Bharat is peaceful and
prosperous,” the
Lieutenant Governor
said. The Lieutenant
Governor said the nation
has always been proud of
the armed forces and
whenever country faced
any crisis, our soldiers
have boosted the pride of
Mother India by making
the supreme sacrifice.

"Your history is full of
valour and courage. India
always advocated for
peace. After brutal mas-

sacre of our citizens at
Pahalgam, the main
objective was to destroy
the terrorist hideouts.
“Operation Sindoor”
avenged Pahalgam terror
attack by destroying ter-
ror factories inside
Pakistan. But, the enemy
is targeting our military
establishment and our cit-
izens. We are giving them
a befitting reply,” the
Lieutenant Governor told
the soldiers.

The Lieutenant

Governor said that due to
courage and determina-
tion of our soldiers,
Jammu Kashmir and the
country sleeps peacefully.

“If someone tries to dis-
turb our peace again and
again then they will be
taught such a lesson that
their next 10 generations
will remember it.

The entire 140 crore
Indians are standing
strong with our soldiers. 

I pray to God to give
you strength so that you
can once again write
the saga of India's brav-
ery,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

Lieutenant Governor
Visits Uri, Interacts with
Soldiers at Baramulla

TP NEWS:
Demonstrating government’s commit-

ment towards welfare of citizens affected
by recent conflict, Minister for FCS&CA,
Transport,  Youth Services and Sports,
Satish Sharma, today visited multiple
makeshift relief camps set up for residents
displaced due to cross border shelling by
Pakistan.The Minister visited several key
locations currently housing displaced fam-
ilies including Basawa Dev Sthan, GHS
Dhanna Chapri, GPS Amblian, Little
Flower Public School, Dhanna, Panchayat
Ghar, Dhanna, Bright Future Public
School, Dhanna, GMS Dhanna Ambo
Shani,GPS Dhanna Dhanu,Panchayat
Ghar, Dori, Baba Mai Mal Dev Sthan,
Dager and  several adjoining temporary
shelter sites.

During the visit, the Minister interacted

with the affected families to assess their
immediate needs and ensure adequate
provision of relief services including food,
clean drinking water, medical aid, sanita-
tion and temporary education facilities for
the children. "The plight of our border res-
idents is deeply concerning. We are taking
all necessary steps to ensure their safety,
dignity and timely rehabilitation," stated
the Minister. “Every displaced family will
receive the support they need until they
can safely return home.”

The Minister directed the officials to
strengthen supply chains for essential
items, deploy additional health workers
and improve the overall conditions within
the shelters. He also emphasized the need
to safeguard children's education during
this crisis by utilizing local schools as tem-
porary learning centers.

Satish Sharma visits relief camps;
meets displaced border residents
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TP NEWS:
Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah today rushed to
Jammu to take stock of
the situation following
heightened tensions,
drone attacks in Jammu
and intense shelling in
border districts of Jammu.
With airports closed, the
Chief Minister proceeded
to Jammu by road early
morning.

Chief Minister visited
several camps and lodge-
ment centres in Jammu
and Samba districts,
including those set up at
Mishriwala, Nagbani,
Bishnah and Thandi
Khui, to assess the relief
arrangements made for
the public who have been
evacuated to these shel-
ters.CM was accompa-
nied by Advisor to the
Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani and Minister
for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs Satish
Sharma and other con-
cerned officers. During
the visit, the Chief
Minister interacted with
the displaced families and
reviewed the provision of
food, shelter, medical aid

and other essentials.
“All efforts shall be

made to ensure that all
necessities are provided
to the people during this
difficult time,” he said,
directing the administra-
tion to remain alert and
responsive to emerging

needs.In view of civilian
displacement caused by
the hostilities, the govern-
ment has established
relief camps at multiple
locations across border
districts.

The Chief Minister also
held discussions with

senior district officers to
assess the overall situa-
tion and ongoing relief
measures, reiterating the
government’s firm com-
mitment to the safety and
welfare of all affected citi-
zens.The Chief Minister
expressed deep sorrow

over the loss of civilian
lives due to incessant
shelling in border areas,
particularly in Poonch
district which witnessed
the highest number of
casualties and injuries.

He informed that the
injured are receiving

treatment at Government
Medical College Jammu,
while those grievously
wounded have been
referred to Chandigarh
for advanced medical
care.Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah also commend-
ed the forces for their
swift and effective action
in repelling last night’s
cross-border attacks from
Pakistan at multiple loca-
tions across both Jammu
and Kashmir divisions.

He asserted that India
reserves the right to
defend its people and ter-
ritory with full strength.

“Our security mecha-
nisms responded with
commendable speed and
precision, ensuring the
defense of all targeted
areas,” the Chief Minister
said. “If innocent people
of ours are harmed, the
nation reserves every
right to defend itself in
any way. It is Pakistan
which must stop aggres-
sion for peace to prevail.
If they keep on taking the
offensive, they are sure to
suffer. Our forces are
fully capable of giving a
proportionate response.”

CM Omar Abdullah visits camps in Jammu & Samba
Takes stock of relief efforts, lauds security forces for swift response to cross-border aggression

TP NEWS:
Minister for FCS&CA,

Transport, Youth Service
Sports, , Satish Sharma,
today visited  camp,
where several families
from Pargwal sector and
other catchment areas
have taken refuge follow-
ing intense cross-border
shelling.

The shelling has forced
many villagers from the
border areas of Pargwal
to flee their homes for
safety, prompting swift
action by the administra-
tion to relocate and house
them at the Mishriwala
relief camp.

During his visit, the
Minister interacted with
the affected residents, lis-
tened to their grievances
and reviewed the facili-
ties being provided to
them. He expressed deep
solidarity with the dis-
placed families and
assured them that the
government stands firmly
with them during this dif-
ficult period.

“The safety and dignity
of every citizen is our
utmost priority,” said the
Minister. “We are fully
committed towards
ensuring that those affect-

ed by the cross-border
violence do not face any
further hardship. I have
directed the district
administration to ensure
all necessary facilities,
including adequate shel-
ter, food, drinking water,
medical aid and sanita-
tion are made available
without delay.”

The Minister also
reviewed the relief opera-
tions and took stock of
the arrangements made at
the camp. He instructed
the officials to maintain
regular health check ups,
proper sanitation and
timely distribution of
essential commodities.
He asked the concerned

to give special attention
to children, elderly and
women to ensure their
specific needs are met.

He appreciated the
swift response of the dis-
trict administration, secu-
rity forces and civil socie-
ty volunteers who are
working tirelessly to pro-
vide relief and maintain
peace and order during
the crisis.

The Minister stated that
the situation along the bor-
der is being closely moni-
tored and the government
is taking all possible diplo-
matic and administrative
steps to ensure the safety
of civilians and prevent
further loss.

Satish Sharma visits Pargwal 
displaced residents at Mishriwala; assures

complete govt support, relief

TP NEWS:
In view of the recent

cross-border shelling inci-
dents, Deputy
Commissioner (DC)
Baramulla, Minga Sherpa,
today conducted an exten-
sive visit to Uri subdivi-
sion to take stock of the
arrangements made for
families evacuated from
vulnerable areas along the
Line of Control (LoC).

Accompanied by Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Uri and senior offi-
cers from concerned
departments, DC visited
several key locations,
including Sub-District
Hospital (SDH) Uri,
Control Room Uri,
Government Degree
College Uri, and GDC
Boniyar, which are cur-
rently being used as tem-
porary relief centres.

At SDH Uri, the DC
reviewed emergency pre-

paredness, availability of
staff, and healthcare facili-
ties. He emphasized the
need to ensure round-the-
clock medical services for
any eventuality.

The DC also visited the
Food Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs
(FCS&CA) food store to
check the availability and
distribution of ration and
essential supplies for the
affected population. He
directed officials to main-
tain adequate stock and
ensure timely delivery to
all relief locations.

During interactions with
the displaced families, DC
assured them of full
administrative support
and directed officials to
ensure proper arrange-
ments for food, bedding,
sanitation, and medical
aid.He also held detailed
interactions with SDRF
volunteers deployed in the

area and lauded their tire-
less efforts in assisting the
affected families and main-
taining order on the
ground. Meanwhile, DC
directed the SDM Uri to
carry out a comprehensive
assessment of damages
caused to property, live-
stock, and infrastructure
due to shelling. He
instructed for a prompt
and detailed report so that
compensation and neces-
sary support could be
extended to the affected
households without delay.
It is pertinent to mention
that a majority of the fami-
lies from vulnerable bor-
der locations had already
been shifted to District
Headquarters Baramulla,
where the district adminis-
tration has made elaborate
arrangements including
food, shelter, medical serv-
ices, and sanitation facili-
ties. Reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment, DC stated that all
possible steps are being
taken to safeguard the
lives and well-being of bor-
der residents and that the
district administration
stands firmly with them
during this difficult time.

DC Baramulla conducts extensive
visit of Uri; reviews relief measures
for shelling affected people
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JK Govt makes key appointments
in Jal Shakti Department
TP NEWS:

In a significant development, the Jammu and
Kashmir Government has approved the elevation and
appointment of two senior officers in the Jal Shakti
Department.

Upon their elevation, I/c Superintending Engineer,
Mohammad Taj Chowdhary has been appointed as
Chief Engineer, Jal Shakti (PHE) Kashmir on incharge
basis, while I/c Superintending Engineer, Tirath Ram,
has been appointed as Chief Engineer, Irrigation &
Flood Control, Kashmir on incharge basis.

These appointments have been made in view of the
exceptional circumstances arising from significant
vacancies and a shortage of senior officers at the top
level in the department.

The Establishment-cum-Selection Committee had
thoroughly discussed and recommended these eleva-
tions, underscoring the government’s commitment to
filling critical positions.Meanwhile, Jal Shakti Minister,
Javed Ahmed Rana, has ordered the elevation of five
Executive Engineers to Superintending Engineers,
effectively filling up all vacancies at the
Superintending Engineer level in the Department.This
move is expected to bolster the implementation of vital
water supply projects in Jammu and Kashmir. Rana’s
proactive interventions have already begun to trans-
form the human resource landscape in the Jal Shakti
Department. To ensure efficient project delivery, the
Minister has directed to ensure regular monitoring and
evaluation of top-level officers’ performance.

Bhalla,Ravinder visit border
migrants camps in
Sunderbani - Nowshera area

TP NEWS:
JKPCC President Shri Tariq Hameed Karra, Working

President Raman Bhalla and Chief Spokesperson
Ravinder Sharma today visited different areas of twin
border Districts to meet the victims of Pakistan
shelling. Shri Karra accompanied by AICC Secretary
Ch Shah Nawaz ,IYC Secretary Ch Aiyaz & other lead-
ers visited shelling affected area in Surankote and  met
cross section of people to assee the situation. 

Shri Bhalla and Ravinder Sharma alongwith team of
Congress leaders including Adv Bhavishya Sudan,
Spokesperson JKPCC Rajiv Saraf, PCC Kisan Cell
Chairman Bharat Priye,AYC President New Ravinder
ChouhanVijay Bakshi ,Sat Pal Sharma,   BLock
Presidents NC Sharma, S Ajit Singh, Chander
Bakshi,Daleep Heer, Mangat Ram ,Sanjay Sharma,
Sub KashmirSingh ,visited border migrants camps at
Bajabain, Tanda Kangri, Lamberi and Dandesar and
met the people affected by border shelling in forward
areas near LOC.They were apprised by the people
about the shortage of bunkers in Dabora,Meenka,Kalai
areas of Beripattan Tehsil, Lam,Laroka,Kampla of Qila
Darhal ,Nowshera area and demanded construction of
more bunkers ..The morale of border people was very
high and they are solidly behind the armed forces and
the Government and nation for any action against ter-
ror and Pakistan. Border people demanded more
weapons,weapon licences to ex service men for self
defense from terrorists besides compensation for the
loss of lives,property, crops,livestock, houses etc with-
out delay. They visiting several families in
Rajal,Nowshera town and met the injured and assesed
the loss to houses and demanded immediate assess-
ment of individuals damages.  Shri Bhalla and Shri
Ravinder Sharma demanded a special central package
from Prime minister to compensate the people besides
special recruitment package for border youth in para
military forces apart from  construction of more com-
munity and individual bunkers.

TP NEWS:
In the wake of prevail-

ing situation along the
border areas, Deputy
Chief Minister, Surinder
Choudhary, today
chaired a high level meet-
ing with the district
administration and
prominent citizens of civil
society at Rajouri to dis-
cuss public safety and
seek suggestions regard-
ing evacuation and reha-
bilitation of affected pop-
ulation. Additional
District Development
Commissioner, Dr. Raj
Kumar Thapa, briefed
regarding the steps being
taken by the district
administration for the
safety and security of peo-
ple affected due to
shelling near the Line of

Control (LoC).Addressing
the gathering, the Deputy
CM stated that the situa-
tion has escalated due to
unprovoked provocation
by Pakistan, necessitating
precautionary measures
to safeguard the civilian
lives. He assured that
both UT and Central
Governments are fully
committed towards
ensuring the safety and
timely evacuation of resi-
dents living in vulnerable
areas.

During the meeting,
various issues were raised
by the public and civil
society, including direct
chopper service from
Rajouri to Jammu for crit-
ical patients, deputation
of officials for follow-up
on patients being referred

outside the UT, action
against misuse of social
media platforms, promo-
tion of communal harmo-
ny and constitution of
peace committees to pre-
vent theft in vacated areas
in case of migration, set-
ting up of migrant camps
in both government and
private educational insti-
tutions, improvement of
medical facilities at GMC
Rajouri including a spe-
cial ward for border
shelling victims, availabil-
ity of ambulances and
generators at GMC,  time-
ly completion of180-bed-
ded hospital building at
GMC and regulation of
fare for transportation
vehicles during the crisis.

Prominent leaders
including MLA Rajouri,
Iftikhar Ahmed, MLA
Thanamandi, Muzaffar
Khan, MLA Kalakote,
Randhir Singh and DDC
Vice Chairperson, Shabir
Khan along with several
civil society members
actively participated and
shared constructive sug-
gestions.

The Deputy CM direct-
ed the authorities to prior-
itize civilian safety and
security and ensure swift

rehabilitation and assis-
tance to the affected fami-
lies. He stressed the
importance of maintain-
ing communal harmony
and urged coordination
between civil society and
administration in these
testing times.

Prior to meeting, the
Deputy Chief Minister
visited the migrant camps
set up at Thandikassi and
interacted with the dis-
placed families. He also
visited GMC Rajouri,
where he took stock of
medical arrangements
and interacted with the
patients, particularly
those injured or shifted
due to border shelling. He
issued directions for
improving healthcare
services and providing
best possible treatment to
all affected individuals.

The meeting was
attended by ACR Mohd
Jahangir Khan, ACD
Auqil Naveed, Principal
GMC Dr A.S. Bhatia,
Executive Engineer
JPDCL, Mohd Rasheed,
Executive Engineer Jal
Shakti, Rajiv Khajuria and
other senior officers from
the district and line
departments.

Dy CM reviews border situation, holds
meeting with locals, officials at Rajouri

TP NEWS:
Sat Sharma, President,

J&K BJP accompanied
by Sunil Sharma, Leader
of Opposition and other
senior leaders visited
Trewa, and Kheri
Villages of Jammu
District, to meet the fam-
ilies of martyr Rifleman
Sunil Kumar, and mar-
tyr Zakir Hussain who
were killed during
unwarranted firing and
shelling by Pakistan, in
Jammu.

The BJP delegation
offered heartfelt condo-

lences and expressed
unwavering support to
the bereaved families.

MLAs Dr. Devinder
Kumar Manyal (General
Secretary, J&K BJP),
Prof. Gharu Ram
Bhagat, and Dr. Rajiv
Bhagat, District
Presidents Nand
Kishore Sharma and
Rinku Choudhary, for-
mer Dy Mayor Baldev
Singh Billawaria, and
other senior leaders
were present on the
occasion.

While expressing soli-

darity with the martyrs,
Sat Sharma emphasized
the significance of mar-
tyrdom, stating, “A mar-
tyr does not belong to
one family alone; he is a
symbol of national pride
and collective sacrifice.
Bharat has the strength
and resolve to protect its
people. The nefarious
attempts by hostile
forces to disrupt peace
and endanger lives have
been countered with an
iron fist. Our govern-
ment remains vigilant
and committed to ensur-

ing peace and security
across the region.”

Sunil Sharma reiterat-
ed the BJP's solidarity
with the families, stat-
ing, “The entire BJP fam-
ily stands united with
the near and dear ones
of the martyrs. We pray
to the Almighty to grant
Moksha to the brave
souls and strength to
their families in this
hour of grief.”

Expressing deep emo-
tion, Dr. Devinder
Kumar Manyal said,
“We enjoy the comfort
of our homes because
our soldiers endure dis-
comfort, isolation, and
risk for our safety. Their
sacrifices are beyond
measure.” Prof. Gharu
Ram Bhagat in his inter-
action with Rifleman
Sunil Kumar’s family,
added, “A soldier never
truly dies; his spirit lives
on in the heart of every
citizen.” Dr. Rajiv
Bhagat expressed soli-
darity with the family of
rifleman Sunil Kumar
and said that the whole
nation stands with them
and assured all possible
support.

BJP leaders visit families of martyred,
express solidarity and condolences
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TP NEWS:
Director General of

Military Operations,
DGMO of the Indian
Army, Lieutenant
General Rajiv Ghai, today
said strikes across nine
terror hubs in Pakistan
and PoJK under
Operation Sindoor killed
over 100 terrorists.
Briefing media in New
Delhi this evening, the
DGMO said they include
high-value targets such as
Yusuf Azhar, Abdul
Malik Rauf and Mudasir
Ahmed, who were
involved in the hijack of
IC814 and the Pulwama
blast. He stated that
Operation Sindoor was
conceptualised with a
clear military aim to pun-
ish the perpetrators and
planners of terror and to
destroy their terror infra-
structure. Operation
Sindoor set into motion a
very diligent and micro-

scopic scarring of the ter-
ror landscape across the
borders and the identifi-
cation of terror camps
and training sites.

The DGMO said he
spoke to his Pakistani
counterpart yesterday
afternoon, who proposed
cessation of hostilities. He
added that this resulted
in the cessation of cross-
border firing and air
intrusions by either side.
Both sides also decided to
speak at 12 PM tomorrow
to discuss the modalities
that would enable the
longevity of this under-
s t a n d i n g . L i e u t e n a n t
General Rajiv Ghai, how-
ever, expressed disap-
pointment that it took
only a couple of hours for
the Pakistan Army to vio-
late these arrangements
by cross-border and
across Line of Control fir-
ing, followed by drone
intrusions. He said anoth-

er hotline message has
been sent to his counter-
part, highlighting that if
there are violations of the
understanding tonight or
later, these will be
responded to fiercely and
punitively. The DGMO
stressed that the Chief of
Army Staff, General
Upendra Dwivedi, has
granted full authority to
the army commanders for
counteraction in case of
any violation by Pakistan.

The DGMO also paid
tribute to the five martyrs
from the Armed Forces
and civilians who lost
their lives in Operation
Sindoor.

On being asked about
how many Pakistani
planes were downed,
Director General of Air
Operations, Air Marshal
AK Bharti, said their
planes were prevented
from entering the coun-
try, and a few planes

were definitely downed.
Air Marshal Bharti also

said that the Air Force has
achieved its objectives
and all the pilots are back
home. Giving details on
Operation Sindoor,
Lieutenant General Rajiv
Ghai said there was a self-
imposed restriction to tar-
get only terrorists and
prevent collateral dam-
age. He added that the
LoC was violated soon
after the airstrikes, and
the erratic and rattled
response of the enemy
was apparent from the
number of civilians,
inhabited villages and
religious sites that were
hit by them, leading to
loss of lives. DGMO high-
lighted that the Indian Air
Force played a major part
in these strikes by engag-
ing some of these camps,
and the Indian Navy pro-
vided wherewithal in
terms of precision muni-
tions.

Director General of Air
Operations, Air Marshal
AK Bharti, informed that
the targets were carefully
selected and the target
systems that were given
to the Indian Air Force
were the notorious train-
ing camps at Bahawalpur
and Muridke.

He said that through
critical target system
analysis, the Air Force
analysed all that needed
to be done to annihilate

the targets. He added that
they planned to engage
these targets with preci-
sion air-to-surface guided
munitions in order to
avoid collateral dam-
age.Air Marshal Bharti
showed detailed missile
impact videos at the
Muridke terror camp and
the Bahawalpur terror
camp. He said the objec-
tive was to target the ter-
ror infrastructure and not
any other infrastructure.
He said on the evening of
7th May, there was a satu-
ration of Pakistani
unmanned aerial vehicles
and small drones in civil-
ian areas and military
installations. He said all
of these were successfully
intercepted. He pointed
out that while India tar-
geted terrorists, the
adversary was targeting
civilians and military
infrastructure. Air
Marshal Bharti said that,
therefore, in a quick and
calibrated response that
very night, India struck
Pakistani radar installa-
tions at Lahore and
Gujranwala.

DGMO Lieutenant
General Rajiv Ghai said
that on the night of 8th
and 9th May, Pakistan
flew drones and aircraft
into India’s airspace and
made largely unsuccess-
ful attempts to target
numerous military infra-
structures. He said viola-

tions on the LoC by
Pakistan also commenced
yet again and precipitated
into fierce engagements.
The DGMO said that the
Pakistan Army has
reported to have lost
approximately 35 to 40
personnel in artillery and
small arms firing on the
Line of Control between
7th and 10th May.Air
Marshal AK Bharti said
India’s air defence pre-
paredness ensured that
there was no damage on
the ground or to any of
the intended targets that
the enemy might have
planned for. He further
stated that on the evening
of 8th May, several
Pakistani unmanned aeri-
al systems and drones
attacked multiple IAF
bases. These include
Jammu, Udhampur,
Pathankot, Amritsar,
Bathinda, Dalhousie, and
Jaisalmer. All these waves
were neutralised by
trained crew using the air
defence systems. Air
Marshal Bharti empha-
sised that a decision was
taken to strike where it
would hurt, and the Air
Force struck Pakistan’s air
bases, command centres,
military infrastructure,
and air defence systems
across the entire Western
Front. 

He said this sent a clear
message that aggression
will not be tolerated.

Over 100 terrorists killed in Pak terror hubs: DGMO
Lt General Rajeev Ghai on Operation Sindoor

TP NEWS:
Sat Sharma, President, J&K BJP along-

with Ashok Koul, General Secretary
(organization), chaired a crucial meeting
at party headquarters, Trikuta Nagar,
Jammu.The meeting focused on the
review of the present situation in the
Jammu & Kashmir region and the role of
BJP cadre.Veenu Khanna, Secretary, J&K
BJP, Baldev Singh Billawaria, former Dy
Mayor, Arun Dev Singh, President, BJYM,
Nand Kishore Sharma, District President,
senior leaders Narain Singh, Munish
Khajuria, Prof. Kulbhushan Mohtra, Ved
Sharma, Parduman Singh, Puneet
Mahajan, Rekha Mahajan, Neha Mahajan,
Reema Padha, Brijesh Gupta, and others
attended the meeting.

Sat Sharma, while addressing the meet-
ing, focused on the ever-ready and pro-
active approach to be adopted by the BJP
cadre as a whole. He said that the region
along with all the border states of India
has witnessed continuous irresponsible
aggression by Pakistan. He said that after
suffering severe blow in the retaliation by
the Indian forces, Pakistan requested for a
ceasefire but soon violated the trust fac-
tor.Sat Sharma said that in wake of these

recent activities, although the ceasefire is
in effect, the party has decided to keep
going with the preparations to assist the
public and the administration in a pro-
active mode.“Under the strong and deci-
sive leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India will vouch for the
Peace, and work for its preponderance in
the world, but never on the cost of its
pride and lives of innocent citizens,” said
Sharma.

He gave a go ahead to the party cadre to
help the needy, the displaced, those who
are injured, the sick and all those who
have suffered any type of damages in
Pakistan's misadventure.“A BJP activist
will not rest until they are satisfied that the
nation and society have been truly
served”, said Sharma.

Ashok Koul, prompted all the party
leaders to work in unison with the people
and the administration and also work to
counter the misinformation campaigns
that are being promoted in the media, and
social media by the adversaries. He asked
the party leaders to keep their prepara-
tions on the full-on mode, not taking rest,
till complete normalcy is announced by
the government.

BJP reviews J&K situation,
urges cadre to stay proactive

TP NEWS:
State President JKNPP (India) & Former

Minister, Mr. Harsh Dev Singh submitted
a memorandum to Union Minister for
Home Mr. Amit Shah and raked up issues
of PoJK, J&K turmoil, border dwellers,
deportation of Rohingyas/ Bangladeshis
from Jammu, ex-gratia to martyrs besides
others in New Delhi today. Singh submit-
ted in his memorandum that while the
armed forces of the country are being
hailed universally for their commendable
job in the most credible ‘Operation
Sandoor’, the people of the country and
J&K in particular were expecting the take
over of PoJK by India as repeatedly
assured by the present dispensation. And
whereas the whole world was supporting
India in its fight against terror , the people
feel that the govt could have used the
opportunity to fulfil its avowed promises
of taking back ‘PoJK’ which continuous to
be under illegal occupation of the neigh-
bouring rogue nation, the memorandum
read.The JKNPP(I) leader reminded the
Union Minister that while the people of
J&K continue to repose their faith in the
wisdom of the govt in taking appropriate
decisions in the matter of security, they
seek at the same time the deportation of

Rohingyas and other illegal immigrants
settled in J&K from Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Afghanistan , Pakistan ,etc who
have been described as the ‘ticking time
bombs’ by the security agencies . 

He submitted that the security of the
J&K people needs to be given top priority
in view of the unreliable and unpredictable
neighbour which has earned the most
dubious notoriety all over the world as the
mother of terrorism. In his memorandum,
Singh apprised  Shah about the most
deplorable plight of the border dwellers of
J&K, their woes and miseries, who have
been bearing the brunt of Pak aggression
since decades and have to leave their
homes and villages each time the borders
get restive. Even during the recent acts of
war, the border dwellers were forced to
become refugees in their own land and
suffered for want of shelter at safer places.
The present govt needs to be reminded of
its tall promises made to the border people
of providing 5 marla land to each family in
safer places, adequate bunkers for emer-
gency situations, adequate ex-gratia, spe-
cial recruitment drives for border youth
and adequate compensation to the farmers
for the lands near the zero-line and for
uncultivated.

Harsh Dev exhorts Amit Shah over the issues of
PoJK, Border dwellers, deportation of
Rohingyas/Bangladeshis, ex-gratia to martyrs, others
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Dy CM condoles demise
of Dr. Raj Kumar Thapa
TP NEWS:

Deputy Chief Minister, Surinder Choudhary, today
visited the bereaved family of Dr Raj Kumar Thapa,
ADDC Rajouri, at Roopnagar.

The Dy CM expressed heartfelt condolences to the
family of Dr Raj Kumar Thapa, who lost his life due to
shelling by Pakistan in Rajouri district.

Surinder Choudhary said that Dr. Thapa was known
for his dedication, competence, unwavering profes-
sional and people friendly approach.

He asserted that the government stands firmly with
his family in this hour of grief and prayed the God to
give them strength to bear this irreparable loss.

Jamia Millia Islamia reschedules
exams for J&K students
TP NEWS:

On the request of Jammu and Kashmir Government
and in view of the prevailing situation, Jamia Millia
Islamia (JMI) has announced rescheduling the
Admission Tests for the students of Jammu and Kashmir
being held on May 10-11, 2025. Minister for Education
J&K Government, Ms. Sakina Itoo informed about the
development through a tweet on social networking site
‘X,’ “Considering the ongoing situation Jamia Millia
Islamia will reschedule the admission test for students
from Jammu and Kashmir at the request of the J&K
Government. I thank the university administration for
understanding the current challenges faced by the stu-
dents of J&K”.The admission tests of Jamia Millia
Islamia for the session 2025-26 commenced on 26th
April, 2025 and are scheduled to be completed by 31st
May, 2025.The admission tests of a few programs are
scheduled on 10th and 11th May, 2025. However, for the
remaining students, the admission tests will be held on
given dates and time (May 10-11, 2025).

Reasi Administration observes
two-minute silence to 
pay tribute to ADDC Rajouri
and others who lost their lives

TP NEWS:
The officers and officials of District Administration

Reasi, under the leadership of Deputy Commissioner
Nidhi Malik observed a two-minute silence today in
memory of Dr. Raj Kumar Thappa, Additional District
Development Commissioner (ADDC) Rajouri, and
others who lost their lives due to cross-border shelling.

The solemn tribute was held at the DC Office
Complex, Reasi, where heartfelt homage was paid to
Dr. Thappa for his unwavering dedication and selfless
service. Addressing the gathering, Deputy
Commissioner, Nidhi Malik expressed her deepest
condolences to the bereaved family and extended soli-
darity to all those affected by the tragic incident.

The entire District Administration stands united in
grief, honoring the legacy and sacrifice of Dr. Raj
Kumar Thappa and others who laid down their lives in
the line of duty.

J&K man working in Shimla booked for
using Pak flag as display pic on WhatsApp
TP NEWS:

Police in Shimla have booked a man for using the
image of a Pakistan flag as his display picture on
WhatsApp, officials said on Sunday.

Adil Magre — a native of Anantnag in Jammu and
Kashmir living near the Lakkar Bazar in Shimla since
2016 — works with a private gas agency in the state
capital, they said.

TP NEWS:
On the directions of

Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah, Cabinet
Ministers, Sakeena Itoo
and Javed Ahmad Dar,
today visited frontier dis-
trict Baramulla and took
stock of ongoing situation
due to cross border
shelling.

During the visit, the
Ministers visited GMC
Baramulla and enquired
about the well being of
citizens injured in the
recent shelling incidents.
They expressed solidarity
with the injured victims
and their family mem-
bers.

The Ministers directed
the medical staff of the
hospital to provide imme-
diate and effective treat-
ment to the injured citi-
zens. They assured the
victims and their family
members that the
Government stands with
them in these difficult

times and we are commit-
ted to their well being.

Later, the Ministers also
visited Uri and took on-
spot assessment of vari-
ous areas affected by
ongoing shelling. They
met the affected families
and directed authorities to
prioritize civilian safety
and ensure swift rehabili-
tation efforts of affected
families.

The Ministers also met
the grieving family of
Nargis, a young woman

killed during the ongoing
shelling. They offered
condolences to the affect-
ed family and  assured
them every possible sup-
port and assistance from
the government. They
also met other affected
families in Uri and direct-
ed authorities to prioritize
civilian safety and swift
rehabilitation efforts.

The Ministers, in the
meanwhile, visited Sub
district Hospital Uri and
met the injured civilians.

They directed the hospital
administration to keep
sufficient medical care
stock available at the facil-
ity to deal with any kind
of exigency.

Later, the Ministers also
visited GDC Uri and met
the victims of cross border
shelling rehabilitated in
the college building. The
Ministers urged the
administration to keep all
possible facilities avail-
able for the victims and
ensure basic necessities
are available round the
clock for their well being.
They also directed the
administration to keep
sufficient doctors and
medical staff available for
their routine checking.

MLA Uri, Sajjad Shafi;
MLA Sopore, Irshad
Rasool Kar; senior officers
of district administration
Baramulla and other con-
cerned officers also
accompanied the
Ministers during the visit.

Sakeena Itoo, Javed Dar visit shelling
affected areas of Baramulla, Uri

TP NEWS:
National Conference

Additional General
Secretary and former
Minister, Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra, today called
upon the students to set
high goals, pursue aca-
demic excellence, and play
a decisive role in enriching
India’s human resource
capital an essential pillar
in the country’s journey
towards global leadership.

Addressing an enthusi-
astic gathering of students
of the Bishnah College,
which was organized by
Misam Chowdhary,
Vansh Kalotra and Akash,
Mr. Sadhotra highlighted
the transformative power
of education and the criti-
cal role that youth must
play in shaping the future
of both the nation and
Jammu and Kashmir.

“India is being recog-
nized worldwide for the
brilliance and impact of its
human resource,” Mr.
Sadhotra said, adding that
Indian professionals and
intellectuals are leading in
every sphere be it technol-
ogy, healthcare, science,
business, or governance.
This global footprint is
built on the back of strong
academic foundations and
a culture of perseverance,
he added.

Sadhotra emphasized
that while India has made
tremendous progress, the
students have a sacred

responsibility to take it
even further. He urged
them to remain focused,
work hard, and never
compromise on ethics and
integrity.

“You must dream big,”
he told the students. “But
remember, those dreams
must be backed by action,
knowledge, and disci-
pline. The world respects
nations that invest in and
harness the potential of
their youth. You are that
potential.”

Expressing deep faith in
the capabilities of the
younger generation, Mr.
Sadhotra exuded confi-
dence that the youth of
India, and especially of
Jammu and Kashmir, will
take a leading role in
national reconstruction.

The National
Conference Additional
General referred to the dif-
ficult times Jammu and
Kashmir underwent dur-
ing the past over three

decades and said now the
time has come to rebuild it
with renewed vigour a
mission of the present dis-
pensation under visionary
Chief Minister Mr Omar
Abdullah. He expressed
full faith that the youth of
Jammu and Kashmir will
be at the forefront of its
resurgence not just as par-
ticipants, but as pioneers
and changemakers.

Sardar Arun Pal Singh
Provincial Working
President urged students
to not only excel in aca-
demics but to also become
socially conscious citizens
who understand the
importance of unity,
peace, and development.
He reminded them that
real progress is achieved
when individual success
contributes to collective
well-being.  Sadhotra
assured that the National
Conference dispensation is
committed to provide con-
genial academic atmos-

phere with focus on
resolving all the issues
confronting students.

At the outset Mr Ayoub
Malik Provincial Secretary
introduced all the leaders
accompanying Mr
Sadhotra with the
National Conference
Students Union of Bishnah
College.

Those who spoke on the
ocassion included Sh/Sh
Misam Chowdary
President, Ankit Bhagat
General Secretary, Nishant
Coordinator, Advocate
Mussarat Ahmad Malik,
Saqib Kitchoo, Tarun
Chowdhary, Sameer
Singh, Bobby Atri, Ch
Naresh Bittu District
President, Aisha Gupta,
Harish Thapa Secretary,
Akash Chief
Spokesperson.

Prominent among oth-
ers who were present on
the ocassion are Chander
Mohan Sharma District
President, Rakesh Sharma
District President YNC,
Sham Lal Sharma Block
President Bishnah,
Ashwani Charak Block
President, Gurnam Singh
Block President, Ch Aslam
Khan, Rakesh Bakshi,
Ashok Atri (Retd DIG),
Nirmal Singh, Sewak
Singh (Retd SP), Veer Jee,
Vishaw Dev Singh, Anju
Dogra, Priyanka Dogra,
Priyanka Sharma, Shallu
Sharma, Sandeep Manhas
and Madhu.

Sadhotra emphasises critical role 
of students in shaping future of nation, J&K
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Editorial

| B K SINGH
Aimed at halting desertification and meeting cli-

mate goals, the project to create a 1,400-kilometre
green wall faces major hurdles — land conflicts, poor
coordination, and tight timelines — with just three
monsoons left to deliver

The idea of planting tree barriers or green walls to
stop the spread of deserts has met with little success
worldwide. In 2007, the African Union responded to
the extending desertification of the Sahara Desert and
resolved to build the green wall by planting trees for
an 8,000 km long stretch passing through eleven
countries — namely Burkina Faso, Chad, Djibouti,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal and Sudan — to be completed by 2030.

The idea of a wall slowly morphed into a more
acceptable mosaic of forested lands, interspersed with
farmland and grassland spread over 780 million
hectares. The afforestation target is brought down to
100 million hectares, and yet the project has faced
challenges like insufficient funding and coordination
among the members and funding agencies. Eighteen
per cent of the physical target is said to have been
achieved so far.

In CoP 16, under the auspices of the United
Nations’ Convention to Combat Desertification, near-
ly 200 countries in December 2024 committed to pri-
oritise land restoration and drought resilience, aiming
to mitigate land degradation and ensure access to
food, water, shelter, and economic opportunities for
all.

In recent months, India also announced the plan to
build a green wall approximately 1,400 km long
across four states — Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan and
Gujarat. The wall is also said to connect places from
Mahatma Gandhi’s birthplace in Porbandar in Gujarat
to Rajghat in Delhi, where he was finally laid to rest.
The wall will have some natural forests, and some
plantations, interspersed with restored agricultural
land, pastureland and water bodies all along the 1,400
km long wall. The Aravalli Hills have sheltered
India’s northern states from the Thar Desert and
checked the marching of the desert over centuries.
The hills have an impact on the climate of northwest
India and beyond.

Mountain ranges generally guide monsoon clouds
eastwards towards Shimla and Nainital, which helps
in bringing monsoons to the Himalayan Region and
recharge the catchments of the rivers. In winter
months, the Aravalli Hills protect the alluvial valleys
of the northern plains from westerlies originating
from Central Asia. These hills have been plundered
and gradually degraded.

Gradual deforestation, stone mining, and extension
of urban areas on the outskirts of Delhi have resulted
in intensifying pollution, dust storms and causing an
unprecedented rise in temperature in the Delhi NCR
region and northern plain of the country. Delhi in the
last two years has experienced floods, record-break-
ing cold waves, and summer temperatures up to 50°
Celsius. Pollution due to smog in the Delhi NCR
region between October and February has become an
annual feature, leading to a surge in breath-related ill-
nesses and human health hazards.

Drawing inspiration from the African Union’s
Great Green Wall, India has proposed to reforest 1.15
million hectares of area in the states of Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat by 2027. While the
length of the wall is 1,400 km, the average width is 5
km, largely covering foothills and buffer areas on
either side of the Aravalli Hills.ISRO’s desertification
and land degradation atlas shows that India has 97.85
million hectares of degraded lands, and states like
Gujarat, Rajasthan and Delhi have more than 50 per
cent degraded lands as compared to their geographi-
cal areas. The project is estimated to cost `7,500 crores,
and 78 per cent of it will be provided by the Centre
and 20 per cent will be borne by the states.

The balance of 2 per cent would come from interna-
tional funding.In response to the Paris Climate
Accord of 2015, India has committed to afforest 26
million hectares of degraded lands by 2030 to create
additional carbon sequestration potential of 2.5 to 3

gigatons of carbon dioxide equivalent, and the pro-
posal of a green wall in four states is part of our larg-
er environmental commitment to the UNCCC. India’s
forests have stored 7 gigatons of carbon dioxide
equivalent, and in a span of the last ten years, we have
only added 540 million tonnes. In other words, we
need to add additional potential of at least 2 gigatons
by 2030. This appears to be quite far-fetched and indi-
cates that we are not on course to fulfil this commit-
ment in response to the Paris Accord. The nitty-gritty
of handing over degraded lands to Forest
Departments for afforestation is quite complex. A
large chunk of degraded lands is under the purview
of revenue administration, and states generally make
available these lands for development projects. The
political bosses always apprehend handing it over to
the Forest Department, as sufficient land will not be
left behind for taking up any other development proj-
ect in future.

The lands of the Aravalli Hills are under the control
of the Revenue Department, which is not mandated to
conserve vegetation. Trees have been cleared, and the
lands have been used for farmhouses, banquet halls,
and commercial activities, and further hills are flat-
tened to build access roads. In other words, the
Aravalli Hills have been severely fragmented.  There
are numerous private holdings along the 1,400 km
length of the proposed wall. The mode of operations
— whether the private lands are to be acquired for the
project for growing trees or the landowners will be
compensated and encouraged to take up planting on
their lands — is unclear.

Ever since we fixed the afforestation target of 26
million hectares of degraded lands, we have not bro-
ken it down to states and districts, and even the
Central Government has not taken up any monitoring
of the progress. There is no public document indicat-
ing the progress made in any state either. If we have
added 540 million tonnes of space in our tree and for-
est cover for carbon sequestration, we have done it
through agroforestry. The fact is also corroborated by
the Forest Survey of India’s latest 2023 report, which
has highlighted the success of agroforestry.

The project was originally conceived with the initia-
tive of the Haryana Forest Department and is pro-
posed to cover degraded lands in Gurgaon,
Faridabad, Bhiwani, Mahendragarh and Rewari dis-
tricts of Haryana. In addition, the project also covers
eleven districts of Rajasthan and three districts of
Gujarat. Interstate coordination does not appear to be
difficult, as all the states are ruled by Bharatiya Janata
Party Governments. However, the coordination with-
in the state — especially between the Revenue and
Forest Departments, is going to be a challenge. If the
planting of 1.15 million hectares is to be concluded by
the 2027 rains, then we have only three monsoon sea-
sons including the current one to complete the task.

If we are to succeed in completing the project on
time, do each of the district-level forest officers in all
four states know their annual targets, and are they
prepared for the seedling stocks of native species in
their nurseries? For planting during the 2025 mon-
soon, the area should be ready with pits/trenches or
even tractor-ploughed, and at the same time, good
quality seedlings should be available in the nursery.

Even for 2026 planting, the area should be demar-
cated by now, and seeds from genetically superior
native species for growing healthy seedlings could
have been procured.Why should the calendar of nurs-
ery and planting operations be strictly adhered to?
Because the planting should be carried out in the ini-
tial stages of the monsoon so that the plants receive
sufficient backup showers to minimise mortality. In
the warming world, the monsoon is not uniformly
distributed in the season.

The plantations could be subjected to alternate
flooding and drought, which can severely impact the
success of the plantation. The implementing officers
should take lessons from the performance of older
plantations in the region and take appropriate meas-
ures to overcome the reasons for failures. The project
has technical and administrative challenges, and I
wish the states to implement it successfully.

India’s green wall: A bold
push to halt desertification

A caste-based headcount could bring long-overdue
clarity to the true composition of Indian society. But
with clarity comes complexity and a reckoning with
uncomfortable truths

While it is chivalrous of the Congress and other
opposition parties to welcome the announcement of a
caste census in the next round, it is more than likely
that the 1931 Census was hitherto the last one where
the mention of caste was included. An old gentleman
long ago had told me that in 1941, the caste column
was withdrawn to ensure that Muslims were not
embarrassed. He revealed this to me before he passed
away from this world.

Gradually thereafter, the Census went down in
importance as a matter of public interest. People were
interested in how much the population of India had
increased. With the mention of caste, there is likely to
be a revival in the interest in details hereafter. To
ensure that all communities are treated equally, the
Muslims will be asked to declare their caste, as will be
Christians, or as before, the Sikhs. The three broad
divisions among the Muslims are: the Ashrafs, Ajlafs
and Arzals. The last name would be like the
Pasmandas.

The Ashrafs would be the uppermost, either those
who believe that their origins lie outside India, as well
as those who converted to Islam from an upper
Hindu caste, say Brahmins or Rajputs. The Ajlafs,
such as Dhobis, Darzis and others are the second cat-
egory. But then, there are many other distinctions,
such as the Mughuls, Pathans and others whose ori-
gins were in Uzbekistan. Pathans likely originated in
Afghanistan.There are the Syeds, Shaikhs, Arab-ori-
gin Muslims, Iranian-origin Shia Muslims, Bohras,

Khojas, Ismailis, Sufiyas, Ahmadiyya, Memons (a
Khoja subsect), Konkanis, Moplah etc.

The electoral utility of the proposed caste census
could be enormous. 

The contesting candidate could know instantly, the
number of voters of the various castes existing in his
country, so that he or she can campaign to the local
taste. Beyond the electoral utility, the political utility
can also be substantial. Who deserves a reservation
can be easily ascertained.According to the courts,
reservations are continued to the Dalits and some
OBCs. Muslims are excluded from any reservation
unless, of course, they switch over to Hinduism or
Sikhism. A distinguished sociologist has said that
Indian society is best analyzed by a detailed study of
caste. Just as Dr Ram Manohar Lohia had said that in
India, caste is class. In many ways, this gentleman was
correct. For example, many a historian cannot resist
the temptation of calling himself a “Brahmin
Catholic”. 

There are many Muslims who proudly claim they
are “Rajput Muslims”. Uncannily, this writer grew up
much beyond his university years to conclude that the
Muslim community is one of equals, and certainly
free from the scourge of casteism.

It took years thereafter that Muslims also had their
sections. First, a Bohra trader told him that all Bohras
were converted to Islam from having been Brahmins.
In due course, the writer learnt that Khojas had their
specific origin; they were Halai Lohanas, whereas
Memons were Kutchi Lohanas.

Later, an Urdu teacher made it clear that he was a
Mughul and had migrated from Uzbekistan. Afghans
usually keep their surnames as Pathan, whereas the
Mughals prefer either Mirza or Baig. There is no
doubt that reservation is a phenomenon that fasci-
nates the average Indian. The moment caste is
declared in the census results, quite a several persons
are likely to demand to be given reservation rights, for
one or another excuse. The Government’s answer to
such people is likely to be a bureaucratic, “No, you are
a Muslim and entitled led to be reservation”. 

What the caste
census can reveal
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TP NEWS:
The District

Administration Rajouri
today paid a solemn and
heartfelt tribute to Dr. Raj
Kumar Thapa, Additional
District Development
Commissioner (ADDC)
Rajouri, who attained
martyrdom during cross-
border shelling, laying
down his life in the line of
duty while serving the
nation with unwavering
commitment.

In a poignant message,
Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, Abhishek
Sharma, lauded the
extraordinary dedication
and bravery of Dr. Raj
Kumar Thapa. “His
supreme sacrifice during
the tragic incident at
Badhaal will be remem-
bered forever. 

He was a beacon of

courage and devotion,
serving the people of
Rajouri till his last
breath,” the DC
remarked.

Dr. Thapa, a 2001 batch
officer of the Jammu and
Kashmir Administrative
Service (JKAS), was
known for his integrity,
humility, and deep sense
of responsibility. His
passing is a tremendous
loss to the administrative
fraternity and the people
of Rajouri.

“He was not just an
able administrator, but a
true hero in service—a
symbol of sincerity and
dedication,” DC
Abhishek Sharma added
while extending condo-
lences to the bereaved
family.

The District
Administration, along
with officials from vari-
ous departments,
observed a moment of
silence and resolved to
carry forward the legacy
of selfless service exem-
plified by the late officer.

His memory will con-
tinue to inspire genera-
tions of civil servants to
uphold the highest
values of duty, service,
and sacrifice.

District Administration
Rajouri pays heartfelt
tribute to Martyr ADDC
Dr. Raj Kumar Thapa

TP NEWS:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has given clear directions to armed
forces to respond to cross-border
firing and shelling with full force,
saying “Wahan se goli chalegi, toh
yahan se gola,” sources said on
Sunday.

They said the Operation Sindoor
is far from over, and India will
respond with bombs to every
Pakistani bullet fired from across
the Line of Control (LoC).They say
that the PM has said enough is
enough, “Wahan se goli chalegi,
toh yahan se gola chalega.” (If they
fire bullets from there, we will
respond with bombs). The turning
point was the attacks on the air
bases, they said.

“If they fire, we will fire, and if
they attack, we will attack,” they
added.

The sources also informed about
India’s stand on Kashmir, saying
that the country doesn’t need any-

one to mediate and there was only
one issue at hand, which was the
return of Pakistan-Occupied
Kashmir (PoK).

“We have a very clear position on
Kashmir, there is only one matter
left – the return of Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (PoK). There is
nothing else to talk. If they talk
about handing over terrorists, we
can talk. I don’t have any intention
of any other topic. We don’t want
anyone to mediate. We don’t need
anyone to mediate,” the sources
were quoted as saying.

Following India and Pakistan’s
agreement for the cessation of hos-
tilities, the Indian Air Force
informed that the tasks assigned to
it in Operation Sindoor had been
completed with “precision” and
“professionalism.”

They further informed that the
operations are still ongoing and
have not finished. According to
their post on ‘X,’ a special briefing

regarding the same will be conduct-
ed in due course.

The Indian Air Force also urged
everyone to refrain from specula-
tion and disseminate unverified
information.

“The Indian Air Force (IAF) has
successfully executed its assigned
tasks in Operation Sindoor, with
precision and professionalism.
Operations were conducted in a
deliberate and discreet manner,
aligned with National Objectives.
Since the Operations are still ongo-
ing, a detailed briefing will be con-
ducted in due course. The IAF
urges all to refrain from speculation
and dissemination of unverified
information”, the Indian Air Force
posted on X.

Operation Sindoor was launched
on May 7 to strike multiple terror
sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied-Kashmir after a deadly
attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pahalgam last month.

“Goli ka jawaab Gola”: PM Modi’s strong directions
to armed forces on Pak’s cross-border firing


