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On Sindoor: 7 out of 9 strikes carried out from
areas Sﬂlllll of Plr Panjal, says top Army official

TP NEWS:

India carried out seven
out of nine strikes under
Operation Sindoor from
areas south of the Pir
Panjal range in Jammu
and Kashmir, effectively

SIA files
chargesheet in
Surankote
temple grenade
attack case

TP NEWS:

Jammu and Kashmir
State Investigation
Agency (SIA) has filed a
chargesheet against Pak
terrorist in connection
with the November 15,
2023, grenade attack on a
temple in Surankote belt
of Poonch district. An
Official spokesman said
that the chargesheet has
been filed against two
individuals namely
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destroying terror infra-
structure across the bor-
der, a top Army official

said on Monday.The
morale of Pakistani
troops is low following
Operation Sindoor, the

official said.

“We are in a high state
of readiness. We are fully
prepared along the Line
of Control to respond to
any eventuality from
across the border,” he
said. He warned that any
misadventure by the
adversary would be
responded to decisively
and “on their own soil”.

“Our troops are in high
morale. They are main-
taining a high degree of
vigilance along the bor-
der,” he said.

The officer said the
Army carried out seven
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CM Omar Abdullah reviews reorganisation proposals
of Housing & Urban Development Department

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today chaired a
meeting to review pro-
posals for the reorganisa-
tion of departments and
agencies  under the
Housing &  Urban
Development
Department  (HUDD),
emphasising the need to
strengthen institutional
capacity to ensure effec-
tive implementation and
long-term sustainability.

The meeting was
attended by Advisor to
the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani, Chief
Secretary Atal Dulloo,

“Russia, Ukraine will immediately start ceasefire

negotiations”.

TP NEWS:

Minutes after his two-
hour-long phone call with
Russian President
Vladimir  Putin, us
President Donald Trump
declared on his Truth
Social  platform  that
Russia and Ukraine will
immediately start negoti-
ations towards a cease-
fire. Describing his con-
versation with President
Putin as a call that went
"very well", he said that
the negotiations are a sig-
nificant step towards the
"end of the war". The US
President stressed that
the conditions of the bilat-
eral talks "will be negoti-
ated between the two par-

Schools reopen in 30 border
areas of Jammu
region as situation stabilizes

TP NEWS:

Schools along  the
India-Pakistan border in
Jammu reopened on
Monday as normalcy has
begun to return to the
region.

After remaining shut
for almost 12 days in the
aftermath of the recent
hostilities between the
two countries, schools
falling in 30 locations
close to the Line of
Control and International
Border reopened in
Poonch, Rajouri, Jammu,
Samba and Kathua dis-
tricts. India had launched
Operation Sindoor on
May 7, targeting nine ter-
ror hubs in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied

Kashmir, in retaliation to
the April 22 terror attack
that killed 26 people in
south Kashmir’s
Pahalgam.

The heavy cross-border
shelling and air strikes
that followed had pushed
both the countries to the
brink of war, triggering
widespread fear and pre-
cautionary shutdowns.
The two countries agreed
for a pause in hostilities
on May 10. While most
schools in Jammu region
reopened by May 15,
those in close proximity to
the borders had remained
closed to ensure students’
safety as India continued
to keep vigil.
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ties" directly. This, he
said, was the only way
forward "because they
know details of a negotia-
tion that nobody else
would be aware of."

CON-CALL WITH
EUROPE  AFTER  2-
HOUR TALK WITH
PUTIN

President Trump said
that immediately after his
phone call with Vladimir
Putin, he held a confer-
ence call with Ukraine's
President Zelensky,
European Commission
chief Ursula von der
Leyen, French President
Emmanuel Macron,
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, German

J&K: 2 suspects
arrested with
arms and
ammunition in
Shopian

TP NEWS:

Security forces arrest-
ed two suspected indi-
viduals in south
Kashmir's Shopian dis-
trict and recovered arms
and ammunition, police
said on Monday.

They said the two were
arrested at a checkpoint
set up by the J&K police's
Special Operations
Group (SOG) Shopian,
the 178 Battalion of the
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), and the 34
Rashtriya Rifles (RR) of
the Army.
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> Trump after call with Putin

Chancellor Friedrich
Merz, and Finland's
President Alexander
Stubb, informing them
that bilateral negotiations

between Russia and
Ukraine  "will  begin
immediately". The US

President also said that
"The Vatican, as repre-
sented by the Pope, has
stated that it would be
very interested in hosting
the negotiations."

Praising the Russian
President for the way in
which Monday's phone
call was conducted, Mr
Trump said, "The tone
and spirit of the conversa-
tion were excellent."
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Additional

Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Dheeraj Gupta,
Commissioner Secretary
H&UDD Mandeep Kaur,
Commissioners of the
Srinagar and Jammu
Municipal Corporations,
Director General (Codes),
Vice Chairpersons of the

Srinagar Development
Authority and Lakes
Conservation &

Management Authority
and other senior officials.

At the outset,
Commissioner Secretary
H&UDD presented a
comprehensive overview
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Strong gusty winds claim girl’s
life, livestock losses, widespread
damage across Kashmir

TP NEWS:

A girl died while three
others were wounded
after a tree fell on a tem-
porary tent in Kellar area
of Shopian district fol-
lowing strong gusty
winds  late  Sunday
night, which caused huge
damage to public proper-
ties.

The strong winds dam-
aged the rooftops of sev-
eral houses, shops,
masjids as well as shrines
across the valley.
Extensive damage has
been reported to the
apple farms in south
Kashmir's Pulwama dis-

Army Chief lauds troops for
neutralising enemy
drones in ‘Operation Sindoor’

TP NEWS:

Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi on
Monday praised the
troops for their vigilant
actions, including the
successful neutralisation
of enemy drone incur-
sions, which effectively
prevented any misadven-
ture by the adversary.The

Army  Chief visited
Longewala in the forward
areas of the Konark Corps
in the desert sector and
lauded the valour and
courage of the armed
forces during ‘Operation
Sindoor.”

He also reviewed the
joint actions undertaken
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trict.

As per the details
obtained by the news
agency, a tree fell on a
temporary tent in the
Kellar area of Shopian,
resulting in the on-spot
death of a girl, Sobiya
Riyaz, daughter of
Muhammad Riyaz.

Three others, who sus-
tained injuries in the inci-
dent, have been identified
as Muhammad Riyaz,
Rubeena and Saima
Kousar. They belong to
Rajouri and were present-
ly putting up in a tent in
Gadder forests.
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India supports
peace, will act
against those
who support
terrorism: Rijiju

TP NEWS:

Asserting that India
supports peace and will
act against those who
support terrorism,
Parliamentary  Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Monday said that all
party delegations are
going to various coun-
tries to present the
nation’s viewpoint.

Talking to the reporters
here, Rijiju, according to
the news agency said,
“The all-party delega-
tions are visiting key

Cont. Page 2
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Op Sindoor: 7 out....

out of nine operations under Operation Sindoor from
areas south of the Pir Panjal range in Jammu and
Kashmir, targeting and destroying terror infrastructure
across the border.

“In our area of operation, we carried out seven of the nine
precision strikes under Operation Sindoor, effectively
destroying terror infrastructure,” he added.

Pakistan”s retaliatory attacks targeted civilian and Army
areas but caused no significant damage, he said.

“There was hardly any damage from their side. They tar-
geted multiple locations using drones, missiles, and
artillery, but our air defence systems responded meticu-
lously and neutralized all threats,” he said.

Under Operation Sindoor, India on early May 7
destroyed nine terror infrastructures in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) in retaliation to the
April 22 Pahalgam terror attack. Following the Indian
action, Pakistan attempted to attack Indian military bases
on May 8, 9 and 10. The two sides reached an under-
standing on cessation of hostilities on May 10 after four
days of confrontations.

The Army official said Pakistan also attempted to attack
a divisional headquarters and two brigade headquarters,
but no damage was inflicted.

“In retaliation by our troops south of Pir Panjal, around
50 fatalities were inflicted on the adversary as we target-
ed their military formations,” the official said.”We did
not target civilian areas, unlike Pakistan,” he added.

The morale of Pakistani troops is low following
Operation Sindoor and the subsequent Indian response,
he said.” All intercepted communications point to the fact
that the morale of Pakistani troops is down,” he said,
adding that Indian troops are maintaining high morale.
He stated that the proxy war waged by Pakistan has
forced India to respond in a befitting manner.

“We will not tolerate such actions,” the officer asserted.
Men and machines are in full operational readiness along
the LoC, maintaining a high degree of vigilance over
adversary movements south of the Pir Panjal range.
“We are on high alert round the clock, monitoring every
movement along the border. We are fully prepared,” said
an officer commanding a unit deployed along the LoC.

CM Omar Abdullah....

of the proposed departmental reorganisation, aimed at
restructuring various constituent bodies of the depart-
ment to enhance operational efficiency, clarify roles and
responsibilities and improve service delivery across
Jammu and Kashmir.

She informed the meeting that the proposals, which have
received financial concurrence, seek to optimise human
resource deployment, increase efficiency, and strengthen
urban governance mechanisms in Jammu & Kashmir.
Among the key proposals, the restructuring of the J&K
Housing Board seeks to address the current staff imbal-
ance—where over 50% of employees are Class IV —by
rationalising and creating posts to improve technical
capacity and overall functionality.The reorganisation of
the Lakes Conservation & Management Authority
(LCMA) involves the re-designation of scientific and
technical posts to align with Pollution Control
Committee standards, along with rationalisation of
administrative roles. This is expected to enhance scientif-
ic capabilities and eliminate redundancy.For the Town
Planning Organisation (TPO), the focus is on strengthen-
ing town planning functions to meet the growing
demands of modern urban development. The restructur-
ing includes creation of specialised units, establishment
of policy cells, and realignment of field offices for better
coordination and project execution, the meeting was
informed. The Architects Organisation, established in
1971 and responsible for high-value infrastructure proj-
ects across J&K, will also undergo structural changes to
revitalise its functioning and align with present-day
infrastructural  needs.The = Srinagar = Municipal
Corporation (SMC), which has seen a significant expan-
sion in functions following the 74th Constitutional
Amendment, currently faces manpower and budgetary
constraints. The proposed reorganisation aims to rede-
fine its administrative setup for better efficiency and serv-
ice delivery.

Schools reopen ....

“Rest of the schools along the Line of Control and
International Border reopened today,” said an official on
Monday. Zonal education officers have been instructed
to ensure that safety and security guidelines are strictly
adhered to in their respective jurisdictions, he said.

SIA files chargesheet ....

Abdul Aziz, resident of Hari Safeda, Surankote, District
Poonch, and Nazir Ahmed alias Naziroo alias Ali Khan,
a Pakistan-based terrorist who also hails from Hari
Safeda, Surankote.

Investigations have revealed that Abdul Aziz carried out
the grenade attack on instructions received from Nazir
Ahmed, who is currently operating from Pakistan.
Nazir Ahmed had exfiltrated to Pakistan in 2001, where
he joined the proscribed terror outfit Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM) and later became associated with the Jammu
Kashmir Gaznavi Force (JKGF), he said.

He added that towards the end of 2022, Nazir Ahmed re-
established contact with Abdul Aziz, his relative,
through encrypted messaging applications using
Pakistan-based numbers. During this time, he radicalized
and recruited Aziz into HM/JKGF, instructing him to
carry out grenade attacks in District Poonch to further the
terror outfit’s agenda and ideology.

Nazir Ahmed not only indoctrinated and recruited
Abdul Aziz but also supplied him with hand grenades
and detailed instructions for the execution of the attack
through encrypted communication channels, the
spokesman said.

He added that the investigation revealed a wider con-
spiracy by the Pakistan-sponsored Hizbul Mujahideen to
destabilize the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
“The act aimed to spread terror, incite communal vio-
lence, and undermine public peace by creating fear
among the common people,” he said.He added that the
filing of the chargesheet underscores the SIA’s unwaver-
ing resolve to dismantle terror networks and safeguard
the peace and security of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Russia, Ukraine will....

UNLIMITED POTENTIAL FOR RUSSIA-US TRADE!
Donald Trump, who has been claiming that he brings
trade into all aspects of geopolitics, took another oppor-
tunity today to bring it up, saying, "Russia wants to do
large scale trade with the United States when this cata-
strophic 'bloodbath' is over, and I agree." He added that
this would allow Moscow to "create massive amounts of
jobs and wealth" in the country drained of financial
resources arising out of the war expenditure and sanc-
tions imposed on it.

The potential for US-Russia trade is "unlimited" he said in
his post on social media platform Truth Social. President
Trump, who had claimed last week that "nobody uses
trade the way I do", played that card when he spoke
about Ukraine too. "Ukraine can be a great beneficiary on
Trade, in the process of rebuilding its country," he men-
tioned.

'ON THE RIGHT PATH, SAYS PUTIN'

Russian President Vladimir Putin described the phone
call with Trump as "useful". He acknowledged that last
week's negotiations in Istanbul - the first direct talks
between Ukraine and Russia since the start of the war -
has "put the world on the right path" towards resolving
the conflict in Ukraine. However, in an apparent message
for Ukraine's Zelensky, the Russian President also urged
for "compromises' in order to attain peace.

The Russian President underscored Moscow's willing-
ness to "work" with Kyiv, speaking about a "memoran-
dum" as a prelude to a possible peace deal.

President Putin also thanked his US counterpart for sup-
porting the resumption of direct talks between Moscow
and Kyiv. He also said that the US President had taken
note of Russia's support for peace in the region. "We have
agreed with the President of the United States that Russia
will propose and is ready to work with the Ukrainian
side on a memorandum on a possible future peace
accord, defining a number of positions, such as, for exam-
ple, the principles of settlement, the timing of a possible
peace agreement," Mr Putin said.

Strong gusty winds....

Reports of damage have been received from Pulwama
district, where High-Density Apple farm suffered mas-
sive damage.

A local farmer said nearly 600 trees were damaged in the
gusty winds, causing extensive losses to them. He
appealed to the government to look into the matter.
Moreover, several houses got partially damaged in south
Kashmir areas in the gusty winds.In north Kashmir's
Baramulla district, several structures, the rooftops of
houses wand a Dar-ul-Uloom were damaged. Several
trees were uprooted during the gusty winds in the dis-
trict.Similar reports of damage were reported from
Soproe areas. Besides, over half a dozen sheep belonging
to a nomad family were killed while nine others were
injured in Peerina forests in Baramulla.

The incident, as per the officials, occurred at around 10:30
pm after trees fell on the livestock in the forests.

Reports of damage were also reported from the
Tangmarg area where multiple shops and houses suf-
fered damage last night.The rooftop of a shrine in
Wakura area in Ganderbal was damaged while several
houses in Kangan sub-division suffered damage during
the strong gusty winds. Massive damage has been
reported from Gagangarhama village as well. The trees
got uprooted at multiple places, including Peerpora
Ganderbal, causing panic among the masses. In Srinagar,
the windowpanes of dozens of houses were damaged in
multiple areas while the rooftop of a Masjid in Gadood
Bagh area was also damaged.

J&K: 2 suspects....

Upon their search, four hand grenades, two pistols, 43
live rounds, and other incriminating materials were
recovered, police said.

In a post on X, police said an FIR has been registered.
"In a notable operation against terrorism, a joint naka
comprising SOG Shopian, CRPF 178 BN & 34 RR, two
suspected persons were arrested. Upon their search, 04
hands, 02 pistols, 43 live rounds & other incriminating
materials were recovered & accordingly an FIR was reg-
istered, " Shopian police said on X.

The police didn't immediately disclose the identity of the
arrested duo.

Army Chief lauds....

in coordination with the Indian Air Force and the Border
Security Force for the operation.

During his interaction with soldiers of the Konark Corps,
the Army Chief exhorted a spirited “Shabash!”, acknowl-
edging their valour, unwavering commitment, and
determination in defending the International Boundary.
General Dwivedi also commended the commanders and
units for their professionalism, high morale, and integrat-
ed execution of operational plans. The Army Chief con-
veyed his and the nation’s admiration to the soldiers for
their unrelenting service in defence of national objectives.

India supports....

partner countries to showcase India's continued fight
against terrorism.”Referring to April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack, which left 26 civilians, mostly tourists dead, Rijiju
said, “India has always supported peace, the terrorism
sponsored by Pakistan and the killing of our innocent
civilians (Pahalgam attack) led to PM Modi launching
Operation Sindhoor, and the Indian Armed forces
showed what they can do.”

He said, “All party delegations are going to various
countries and will put forward India's side. It is impor-
tant to let the world know that India supports peace and
will act against those who support terrorism, and the
world should support the same."

Pertinently, seven multi-party delegations tasked with
briefing various countries on Pakistan sponsored cross-
border terrorism will leave for their destinations from
May 21 and the assignment is likely to end in the first
week of June.

The seven delegations with 59 members, including eight
veteran diplomats, are headed to 32 countries and the
European Union.
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People first, always: CM Omar
Abdullah reiterates commitment
to resolving public grievances

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today reaf-
firmed his government’s
unwavering commitment
to addressing the genuine
concerns of the people,
stating that public service
is not merely an adminis-
trative responsibility, but
a solemn duty.

“We are duty-bound to
resolve all genuine issues
of our citizens with empa-
thy and urgency,” the
Chief Minister said dur-
ing a day-long public out-
reach programme held
for second straight day at
the Raabita Office in
Srinagar.

He emphasized that the
true essence of gover-
nance lies in active listen-
ing, meaningful engage-
ment and timely redressal
of grievances.

“Voices from every cor-
ner of Jammu and
Kashmir will be heard,
respected and acted upon
with  sincerity  and

resolve,” he asserted.
Throughout the day,

the Chief Minister met

several public delegations

and individuals who
flagged a range of issues
and demands for resolu-
tion.

The inhabitants of
Government  Housing
Colony, Ompora,
Budgam apprised the
Chief Minister of various
civic issues under the
jurisdiction ~ of  the
Housing Board.

Delegations represent-
ing both factions of the
Kashmir  Traders &
Manufacturers
Federation discussed the
persistent challenges
faced by the traders com-
munity across the Valley.
J&K Private Empanelled
Hospitals &  Dialysis
Centers Association high-
lighted critical concerns
regarding private sector
healthcare infrastructure
and policy support.

A deputation from the

All India Fair Price Shop
Dealers Federation raised
several  long-standing
demands of fair price
shop owners, urging
timely intervention.

Chairman  of  the
Industrial Growth Centre,
Lassipora brought atten-
tion to issues concerning
the Industrial Estate at
Lassipora, Pulwama,
seeking policy and infra-
structure support for
industrial growth.

A delegation from the
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation (SMC) pre-
sented their grievances
related to service condi-

tions.
All  J&K Panchayat
Secretaries Association

highlighted issues sur-
rounding their career pro-
gression and service reg-
ularization.

Residents from Nishat,
Srinagar brought local
concerns to the notice of
the Chief Minister,
including  land-related
matters and basic civic
infrastructure.

In addition, several
individuals met the Chief
Minister to discuss a wide
range of personal and
community issues. The
Chief Minister assured all
deputations that their
concerns ~ would  be
addressed on priority and
resolved  through a
responsive and people-
centric approach.

Dr. Jitendra Singh Launches e-Civil List of IAS
Officers, Emphasizes Transparency and Digital Reform

TP NEWS:

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science and Technology;
Earth  Sciences  and
Minister of State for PMO,
Department of Atomic
Energy, Department of
Space, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
Dr. Jitendra Singh today
launched the electronic
Civil List, 2025 in the form
of an e-book - a digital
compendium of serving
Indian ~ Administrative
Service (IAS) officers
across the country.

The launch marks a sig-
nificant milestone as the
70th edition of the Civil
List and the fifth to be pre-
sented in a fully digital
format.

Dr. Jitendra Singh, while
unveiling the e-book, said
that the Indian
Administrative  Service
continues to attract some
of the finest minds in the
country and plays a vital
role in strengthening
India’s federal governance.
He highlighted the Civil
List as an important tool
for transparency, offering a
structured view of the
country’s administrative
leadership.Dr.  Jitendra
Singh proposed Al based
options like AI based
search option into the e-
Civil List. This enhance-
ment, he noted, could
allow domain-specific
searches to help identify
suitable officers for mis-
sion mode and other tar-
geted government proj-

ects, while ensuring that
access to such features

remains  appropriately
restricted. The Minister
also stressed the impor-
tance of regularly updat-
ing the digital list to main-
tain its relevance and utili-
ty.It also provides cadre-
wise strength, the number
of officers retiring over the
next five years, and
appointment data from
1969 onwards. For the first
time, officers” photographs
have been included in the
digital document.
Designed as a searchable
PDF  with embedded
hyperlinks, the e-book
offers a user-friendly inter-
face that enables instant
access to information. “The
Civil List is an important
resource not just for
administrators and deci-
sion-makers but also for
the general public,” Dr.
Jitendra Singh said, adding
that the move reflects the
Centre’s larger push for
digital ~ governance.The
Minister described the ini-
tiative as part of the
Government of India’s
Digital India mission,
aimed at modernizing sys-
tems and improving citi-
zen-centric services. By

discontinuing the printing
of hard copies, the depart-
ment is also saving on gov-
ernment expenditure and
contributing to eco-friend-
ly governance practices.
He congratulated the
Secretary and the entire
DoPT team for their suc-
cessful effort in bringing
out this digital
initiative.The DoPT, as the
cadre-controlling authority
of IAS officers, compiles
the Civil List annually
using inputs from central
records and state cadres.
The 2025 edition reflects a
total authorized cadre
strength of 6,877 officers,
with 5,577 officers in active
service across 25 state
cadres. The launch event
was attended by several
senior dignitaries, includ-
ing Director General of the
Indian Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA) Mr.
S.N. Tripathi, Director and
Chairperson of the Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA)
Mr. Sriram Taranikanti,
IAS, and Secretary,
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT), Ms.
Rachna Shah, along with
other senior officials.

BJP leadership led by Sat Sharma visits shelling-affected
areas in Nowshera, assures full support and development

TP NEWS:

J&K BJP senior leader-
ship led by its President
Sat Sharma visited the vil-
lages Kangri, Seri,
Kalsian, Jhanger, Lam
and Ghai Charyalla and
inspected the damages
caused by Pakistan's
shelling in of Nowshera
Assembly and interacted
with the local people.

Former J&K BJP
President Ravinder
Raina, party General
Secretary and MLA Dr.
Devinder Kumar Manyal,
MLA Thakur Randhir
Singh, MLA Mohan Lal
Bhagat, District President
Pritam Sharma, District
Prabhari Sanjay Kumar
Baru, DDCs Rajinder
Sharma, and Sangita
Sharma, Sukhdev Singh,
Vikram Sharma and other
senior leaders of the party
were present.

During a public darbar

held at Kalsian, the lead-
ers listened to grievances
of the affected residents
and assured them of full
support.Sat Sharma,
while interacting with the
media and the locals, said
that the civilian areas
have borne the brunt of
the inappropriate military
offence by Pakistan. He
said that Pakistan, instead
of acting on its terror

camps, chose to wage a
mini-war like situation,
but failed to pursue the
offence for a long period
due to the bravery of our
soldiers. He also said that
Pakistan will not be able
to forget the action it wit-
nessed in 90 hours for the
next 90 years.During the
time of trouble, he lauded
the unity shown by the
people to support the

nation’s cause, irrespec-
tive of their faiths/ reli-
gions. He also lauded the
all-party delegation being
sent by India to different
nations to single out
Pakistan on the issue of
Terrorism.

“BJP raised the issue of
‘community and individ-
ual Bunkers” with the
Home Ministry and the
action has already begun

on the issue. The party is
also committed to all the
development related
issues in the area particu-
larly building, upgrading
and metaling of the
roads”, said Sat Sharma,
while assuring the people
of time-bound relief and
long-term security meas-
ures.Ravinder Raina reit-
erated the BJP’s commit-
ment to work for the wel-
fare of the people. He said
that for the BJP, the nation
is always the first and the
party will take all the
steps needed to secure its
borders from external and
internal threats. He also
stressed on the BJP
cadre’s commitment to
the development of the
area.Dr. Devinder Kumar
Manyal praised the local
masses for holding their
ground during the time of
Pakistan’s aggression. He
said that the bravery of

the people gives direct
power and boosts the
morale of a soldier. He
further asked them to hail
the security forces for
their bravery and sacri-
fices.Thakur Randhir
Singh said that the BJP
family stands with the
people in every problem.
He said that BJP is the
party of the people who
came into existence to
serve the masses and the
nation and the party
cadre is sincerely serving
the masses in this hour.

Mohan Lal Bhagat said
that the inappropriate
aggressive behaviour by
Pakistan backfired and
taught a good lesson.

Pakistan was given a
befitting reply by our
brave Indian Forces, who
have, since centuries,
written a saga of sacrifices
and bravery, said
Mohan Lal.



4

JAMMU || MONDAY || MAY 19 || 2025

THE PUBLISH MIRROR

Lieutenant Governor
Visits Kupwara

Working on a Comprehensive Plan to Seek Centre's Help to
Rehabilitate Residents Affected by Pakistan’s Shelling: LG Sinha

TP NEWS:

Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today
visited Kupwara and took
assessment of the damage
caused by recent unpro-
voked heavy shelling by
Pakistan.

At the border areas of
the Tangdhar Sector, the
Lieutenant Governor
interacted with local resi-
dents and assured them
of all assistance and sup-
port by the administra-
tion.He said, the adminis-
tration is working on a
comprehensive plan to
seek centre's help to reha-

= —

bilitate residents affected
by Pakistan’s shelling.
While reviewing the
relief and rehabilitation
measures taken by the
Administration, the
Lieutenant Governor was
briefed by Shri Vijay
Kumar Bidhuri,
Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir and Ms Ayushi

Sudan, Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara
about the  ongoing

appraisal of requirements
and  construction  of
bunkers through Gram
Sabhas.The Lieutenant
Governor directed the

District Administration to
expedite the construction
of bunkers to ensure the
safety of border residents.

“Based on the adminis-
tration's assessment,
immediate assistance has
been provided. But I
think this help is not
enough. Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir
and senior officers will
jointly prepare a compre-
hensive plan for the dam-
age caused and proper
rehabilitation ~ of  the
affected families. It is our
collective responsibility
to ensure their safety and

rehabilitation,” the
Lieutenant Governor
said.

The Lieutenant

Governor further directed
for ensuring adequate
supply of essential servic-
es in the affected areas.
He also lauded the coor-
dinated efforts of the
Administration, Army,
Police, and other organi-
zations involved in relief
and rehabilitation work.

India and Pak conflict was always in
conventional domain: Misri to parl. panel

TP NEWS:

Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri told a par-
liamentary committee on
Monday that the conflict
between India  and
Pakistan was always in
the conventional domain,
and there was no nuclear
signalling by the neigh-
bouring country, sources
said.

The sources said Misri
reiterated the govern-
ment’s stand that the
decision to stop military
actions was taken at a
bilateral level, as some
opposition members
questioned US President

Donald Trump’s repeated
assertions about his
administration’s role in
stopping the conflict.

Some MPs, the sources
said, asked if Pakistan
used Chinese platforms
in the conflict.

Misri said it did not
matter as India ham-
mered Pakistani air bases.

The meeting of
Parliament’s ~ Standing
Committee on External
Affairs, chaired by
Congress MP  Shashi
Tharoor, was attended by
a number of lawmakers,
including the TMC's
Abhishek Banerjee, the

Congress’ Rajeev
Shukla and Deepender
Hooda, AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi,
and the BJP’s
Aparajita Sarangi and
Arun Govil.

The meeting comes
against the backdrop of
the Indian Armed Forces
carrying out Operation
Sindoor to avenge the
Pahalgam attack and the

subsequent military
actions between the two
countries.

India and Pakistan

reached an understand-
ing on halting all military
actions on May 10.

Sadhotra cautions against politicizing armed forces'
heroism in Op Sindoor; terms it victory of entire nation

TP NEWS:
National Conference Additional
General Secretary, Ajay Kumar

Sadhotra, today cautioned against
politicizing the heroic achievements of
the Indian Armed Forces, emphasiz-
ing that their recent success in thwart-
ing the misadventure of Pakistan is a
collective victory of the entire nation.

Addressing a public meeting at
Sanan Ghat, Dhar Mahanpur in
Basohli, which was organized by
Madan Lal Ex-Sarpanch and Raja
Rafiq Block President, Basohli, Mr.
Sadhotra said, “the valor of the tri-
services reflect the indomitable spirit
of India.

This triumph is not of a particular
party or group, but of every Indian
who stood united against the aggres-
sion of a rogue nation. Attempting to
politicize such acts of courage under-
mines the unity and morale of our
forces and speaks volumes about the
myopic and opportunistic nature of
such politics.”

He lauded the exemplary unity
demonstrated by the people, irrespec-
tive of religion, region or caste, saying
this overwhelming solidarity has
shaken the confidence of the enemy
nation, which faced a befitting
response from India’s armed forces.

“The enemy has been unnerved not
only by the strength of our military
response but also by the resilience and
unbreakable spirit of our people,” he
added.

Expressing deep solidarity with the
victims of border shelling, Sadhotra
extended his heartfelt support and
concern for those who have suffered
due to cross-border hostilities. He
hoped that the government would pri-
oritize the rehabilitation of affected
families and take prompt steps to
rebuild homes damaged in the
shelling.Responding to the issues
raised by locals, Mr. Sadhotra assured
that the issue of inadequate staffing at
the local Higher Secondary School
would be taken up with the concerned
authorities to ensure the students do
not suffer academically. Some of the
students demanded that all the Arts
subjects be introduced in the 10+2

L A .

Sanan Ghat School.

Additionally, he shared concern
over the proposed shifting of the
Primary Health Centre (PHC) from the
area, asserting that rather than reloca-
tion, the facility

should be further strengthened to
serve the growing healthcare needs of
the local population. “The govern-
ment led by visionary Chief Minister
Mr Omar Abdullah will address these
genuine concerns on a priority basis,”
he said. Sadhotra reiterated the
National Conference’s commitment to
standing by the people, advocating for
their needs, and preserving the
integrity of national institutions,
including the armed forces, from

becoming tools of political propagan-
da. He exhorted the people to\ main-
tain the glorious ethos of togetherness,
saying unity in diversity has been
India's greatest strength. S/Sh Madan
Lal Ex-Sarpanch, Mohinder Singh,
Hans Raj, Pawan Singh ExNaib
Sarpanch and Mashu Ram joined
National Conference. Sadhotra wel-
comed their joining and hoped that
their dedication and zeal will further
strengthen the party in this area.

Others who spoke in the public
meeting are S/Sh Sham Narayan
Mehta District President Kathua,
Ayesha Gupta, Sadanand
Block President, ChainSingh, Ch
Makhan Din.

Others who were present on the
occasion are Mohd Ayoub Malik
Provincial Secretary, Raghubir Singh
District President Jammu, Amrish
Sharma Vice President Central Zone,
Sandesh Shan Zonal Secretary Centre
Zone, Aslam Khan Zonal Secretary,
Hamid Chowdhary Zonal President

YNC, Ashwani Charak Block
President Jammu, Surinder Mehta
Block President Lakhanpur,

Vishawjeet Singh Youth District Vice
President Jammu, Rajesh Sharma Sr.
Vice President Kathua, Veer Ji Bhat,
Sandeep Manhas, Asha Mehra, Anju
Dogra, Madhu.Additional General
Secretary National Conference &
Former Minister Ajay Kumar Sadhotra
addressing public meeting at Sanan
Ghat in Dhar Mahanpur in Basohli.
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TP NEWS:
Divisional
Commissioner Jammu

Ramesh Kumar today
conducted an extensive
visit to Sub Division
Mendhar to take stock of
the situation in areas
affected by recent unpro-
voked cross  border
shelling. The visit was
aimed to assess the dam-
age and ensure timely
support to the affected
families.

He was accompanied
by the Deputy
Commissioner Vikas
Kundal and other senior

thies to all those who
have suffered due to the
cross border shelling.

The Divisional
Commissioner issued
directions to the district
administration for a com-
prehensive and time
bound assessment of the
losses to life, property,
and livestock.

He emphasized the
need for immediate relief
and compensation meas-
ures to alleviate the suf-
fering of the affected peo-
ple.

He reiterated the
administration’s commit-

officers of the district
administration.

During the visit, the
Divisional Commissioner
inspected several impact-

sonally understand their
grievances and the extent
of losses incurred.

He also visited the resi-
dence of the family where

Divisional Commissioner
expressed deep condo-
lences to the bereaved
family and assured them
of full support from the

ment to standing with the
people in this hour of
grief and urged the offi-
cials on ground to contin-
ue working with compas-

ed locations and interact-

ed with residents to per- to the

a woman lost her life due
shelling. The

administration. He con-
veyed heartfelt sympa-

sion and urgency to
restore normalcy.

Govt appoints 122 Junior Assistants to
address clerical staff shortage in RDD

TP NEWS:

In a major Human Resource
boost to the rural sector, the Jammu
and Kashmir government has
appointed 122 Junior Assistants
(UT/Divisional/District Cadre) in
the Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj (RDD&PR) depart-
ment, addressing a critical shortage
of clerical staff that had plagued the
field offices since 2021.

The appointments, finalized
through the Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board (JKSSB),
followed the referral made by the
Rural Development Department to
the recruitment agency. The final
selection list, issued recently, marks
completion of a prolonged process
aimed at addressing the staffing
gap that had persisted since 2021.

The appointments included a
structured distribution across vari-
ous administrative levels, with 1
post allocated at the UT level, 2
posts each for the divisional cadres

of Jammu and Kashmir, 55 posts
distributed among districts in the
Jammu division and 62 posts
assigned to districts in the Kashmir
division.

The recruitment drive is aimed to
fill the critical clerical and executive
staff vacancies at district-level RDD
offices and Block Development
Offices (BDO) throughout the UT.

Secretary, RDD&PR, Mohammad
Aijaz Asad, emphasized that the
recruitment is a significant boost
for the department and will
strengthen the public service deliv-
ery mechanism. "The recruitment of
Junior Assistants is a long-overdue
measure, aimed at reinforcing rural
governance and ensuring timely
service delivery to the public," he
asserted.Aijaz Asad said that the
newly recruited Junior Assistants
will play a pivotal role in expedit-
ing the file processing in rural
offices, improving public grievance
redressal systems, strengthening

implementation of welfare schemes
and providing much needed sup-
port to the overburdened Block
Development Offices (BDOs),
thereby enhancing the overall effi-
ciency of rural governance in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Among the 122 posts, 120 have
been cleared for immediate
appointment, while 2 posts are
withheld pending further recom-
mendations. The selected candi-
dates are required to submit their
Personal Verification Roll (PVR)
within 21 days to secure their
appointment.

Last year, the Jammu and
Kashmir government appointed
1,395 Panchayat Secretaries across
various districts, significantly bol-
stering the workforce in the Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj
(RDD&PR) department. Prior to
that, the government had appoint-
ed 1,889 Panchayat Accounts
Assistants.

Jal Shakti deptt tests 2.66 lakh drinking water
samples across 6,122 villages in J&K during 2024-25

TP NEWS:
The drinking water

year 2024-25, a total of
2.66 lakh water quality

contamination

rate of
0.03% in J&K is notably

The Department of Jal
Shakti remains fully com-

supplied across the Union
Territory is safe for con-
sumption with its regular
monitoring under a
robust and transparent
mechanism.

A comprehensive water
quality monitoring and
surveillance system has
been established in J&K,
comprising a network of
02 Union Territory level
and 20 district level
NABL accredited labs
besides 76 Sub-divisional
level testing facilities.

During the financial

tests were conducted cov-
ering 6,122 villages in
J&K. Out of these, only 78
samples were found to be
contaminated, primarily
due to turbidity, which is
a temporary and seasonal
phenomenon usually
occurring during heavy
rains. Immediate remedi-
al measures were taken in
76 of these cases, result-
ing in a 98% rate of cor-
rective action, which
stands significantly high-
er than the national aver-
age of 62%. Moreover, the

lower than the national
contamination average of
41%, showcasing the
UT’s better performance
in ensuring water safety.

It is also pertinent to
mention that during the
ongoing financial year
2025-26, around 25,000
samples have already
been tested, so far, and
not a single case of con-
tamination has been
reported. These figures
reflect the seriousness
with which the depart-
ment treats water safety.

mitted towards providing
safe and clean drinking
water to every household
in Jammu & Kashmir.
Any sporadic issue like
those arising due to tur-
bidity are being swiftly
addressed through a well
established protocol.

The Department
assures that the water
supply in the UT is safe,
routinely  tested and
among the best perform-
ing in the country in
terms of quality assur-
ance and responsiveness.

JK BOPEE conducts Common
Entrance Test for GNM, ANM courses

TP NEWS:

The Jammu and Kashmir Board of Professional
Entrance Examinations (JK BOPEE) today conducted
the Common Entrance Test (CET) for GNM/ANM
Courses for the academic session 2025-26 at Jammu
and Srinagar Centres.

In Kashmir division, the test was conducted at Amar
Singh College, KGP Gogji Bagh, Institute of Advanced
Studies in Education M A Road and S P College,
Srinagar. Likewise, the exam was conducted at
Government SPMR Commerce College and GGM
Science College in Jammu Division. A total of 2513 can-
didates appeared in the examination.

To ensure smooth conduct of the entrance test, com-
plete arrangements had been established in collabora-
tion with the respective college administrations and
law enforcement agencies under the guidance of
Professor Minu Mahajan, Chairperson, J&K BOPEE.

The process was conducted under the supervision of
competent JK BOPEE staff members and the staff from
the respective colleges. The Chairperson along with
the members, Controller of Examinations, Secretary,
officials of J&K BOPEE actively monitored the
Common Entrance Test at Srinagar & Jammu. They
expressed gratitude to the district administration, IGP
Jammu/Kashmir for deploying police personnel,
members of monitoring squad, Principal, staff mem-
bers of the respective Colleges for their support during
conduct of this prestigious entrance test.

Will ensure progress reaches every

corner of JK: Javed Rana
TP NEWS:

With an aim to improve rural connectivity, Minister
for Jal Shakti, Javed Rana today kick-started the black-
topping of road from MRL-08 Harni to BG Road,
Balakote.

The road will benefit locals residents and adjoining
villages and bring much-needed connectivity to these
habitations.Speaking on the occasion, Rana congratu-
lated people and reiterated the commitment of the
Omar Abdullah led government for it's unwavering
commitment to the development of rural infrastruc-
ture.”Our government is committed to improve the
rural infrastructure and fostering the overall regional
development. We will ensure that the benefits of
progress reach every corner of Jammu and Kashmir,”
he said. The road will significantly improve access for
the people living in these isolated areas.

Rana further said that these projects are expected to
boost last-mile connectivity, transforming the quality
of life in underserved areas.

DC Rajouri assesses requirement of bunkers

in shelling-affected, vulnerable areas
TP NEWS:

Deputy Commissioner Rajouri, Abhishek Sharma
today chaired a meeting to review the status of pan-
chayats affected by recent cross-border shelling and
assess the requirements for the construction of
bunkers.

During the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner took
a detailed review of the panchayats impacted by the
recent shelling incidents. He inquired about the num-
ber of affected and vulnerable panchayats. Special
focus was laid on assessing the estimated requirement
for the construction of both individual and community
border bunkers to ensure the safety and security of res-
idents in vulnerable areas.

The concerned officers provided the chair with
updated data and shared inputs on the field situation.
The DC emphasized the need for timely planning and
coordination among departments to expedite the
preparation of proposals for bunker construction and
ensure comprehensive protection measures for the res-
idents.

The Deputy Commissioner directed the concerned
departments to complete the assessment at the earliest
and submit detailed proposals for necessary action.The
meeting was attended by the CPO Maqsood Ahmed;
ACR Mohammad Jhangir Khan; ACP Sheraz
Chowhan; ACD Augqil Nuvaid; DSEO Sandeep
Sharma; EXEN PWD (R&B), Sardar Khan and BDOs.
The ADCs concerned and Tehsildars also attended the
meeting through online mode.
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ﬁlllﬂ stands III‘IIIW Wllll IIS Ileﬂllle especially the horder residents: Dy CM

TP NEWS:
Deputy Chief Minister,
Surinder Kumar

Choudhary, on second
consecutive day, visited
around 15 villages of
Nowshera constituency
to assess the impact of
recent  cross  border
shelling.

He expressed the com-
mitment of the govern-

ment and unwavering
support to the people
residing  in  border
areas.The two day tour
was conducted in view of
recent cross-border
shelling incidents with an
aim to assess the ground
situation, interact with
the affected families and
address the public griev-
ances on the spot.

During the visit, the
Deputy Chief Minister
inspected the damaged
houses and met with fam-
ilies impacted by the
shelling. He assured the
border residents that the
government is fully com-
mitted to their safety and
well-being. The adminis-
tration is mobilizing all
the necessary resources to

BJP leadership led by Sunil Sharma visits heavy
shelling affected area in Rajouri, meets
eople, admmlstratlon and wounded in hospital

TP NEWS:

A BJP delegation com-
prising Leader of
Opposition in  J&K
Assembly Sunil Sharma,
BJP National Secretary
and MLA Dr Narinder
Singh, J&K BJP Vice
President and MLA Sham
Lal Sharma, J&K BJP
General Secretary Adv.

Vibodh Gupta, MLA
Adv.  Ranbir  Singh
Pathania and District

President Dev Raj Sharma
visited the villages of
Chatyar, Pathan Mohra,
Dhangri, Ghambir and
Gunni in Rajouri District
and interacted with resi-
dents affected by heavy
shelling from Pakistan.

Senior leaders interact-
ed with the locals, to
know their issues and
assure them of the relief
and rehabilitation meas-
ures.

BJP leadership also met
the administration
including the DC, and
DIG to discuss the pre-
vailing situation and the
steps undertaken for the
relief and rehabilitation of
the affected people.

Senior leaders also vis-

ited the Government
Medical College (GMC)
in Rajouri. They met with
patients ~ who  were
injured due to shelling by
Pakistan, inquired about
their health and well-
being, reviewed the med-
ical care being provided,
and wished them a
speedy recovery. They
also assured the injured
individuals of all possible
support.

Speaking to the media
and the people, Sunil
Sharma said that India,
for the first time in recent
history, has responded
with unprecedented
fierceness against
Pakistan’s terror opera-
tions.

He highlighted India's
multi-pronged response,
including targeting terror
infrastructure across the
border, applying diplo-
matic pressure, imposing
economic constraints, and
suspending the Indus
Water Treaty. Sharma
also condemned certain
political persons who
support a soft approach

toward Pakistan.Dr.
Narinder Singh said that
while the Indian military
kept a high level of pro-
fessionalism and restraint
to successfully target only
the terrorist infrastruc-
tures, Pakistan ashamed
humanity by openly sup-
porting terrorists. He said
that India is moving for-
ward with the mission to
become a world super-
power and current con-
flict has established
India’s might.

The public welfare poli-
cies while strengthening
the nation militarily and
economically has shown
the on-ground results, he
said.

Sham Lal Sharma reaf-
firmed the BJP’s commit-
ment to the people and
assured that the party is
actively following up
with the administration
to expedite relief opera-
tions.

While assuring them
full help by the BJP cadre
along with the govern-
ment, he appealed to the
citizens to stay united.

Adv. Vibodh Gupta
lauded the all-party dele-
gation initiative and said
that the united opposition
along with the whole
nation is supporting the
strict stance taken by the
government against the
terrorism and Pakistan.

RS Pathania called on
people to act as responsi-
ble citizens by strength-
ening the society in this
challenging time, show-
ing vigilance, patience,
and compassion.

ensure they do not face
further hardships.

During a series of pub-
lic outreach camps at
multiple locations, the Dy
CM listened to the con-
cerns of the local resi-
dents. He reiterated the
government’s resolve to
stand shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the people of the
border belt.

"The safety of every sin-
gle resident living near
the LoC is our topmost
priority and best possible
measures are  being
implemented in  this
regard," maintained the
Dy CM.

Several delegations met
the Deputy Chief
Minister and raised key
issues including the con-
struction of individual
and community bunkers,
compensation for losses
sustained during shelling,

water scarcity, unsched-
uled power cuts, and
demands for improve-
ment of link roads.

Responding promptly,
the Dy CM issued on-the-
spot instructions to con-
cerned officials for imme-
diate redressal of griev-
ances.

He assured the public
that  their = genuine
demands will be
addressed in a phased
and time-bound manner.

The Dy CM affirmed
that Omar Abdullah led
government stands firmly
with its people and will
leave no stone unturned
for the holistic develop-
ment of Jammu and
Kashmir, especially it's
border and remote areas.

Emphasizing the
importance of protective
infrastructure, the
Deputy Chief Minister

also announced that addi-
tional individual and
community bunkers
would be constructed at
strategically  identified
locations.

“These bunkers are
vital for providing imme-
diate  shelter during
instances of cross-border
shelling and form an inte-
gral part of our border
protection strategy,”
he added.

The visit highlighted
the government's stead-
fast commitment to the
safety, security, and wel-
fare of people residing in
the border areas.

The Deputy Chief
Minister was accompa-
nied by  Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Nowshera, Pritam Lal
Thapa, along with other
senior district and sec-
toral officers.

Kavinder slams Congress Legislator for
demanding proof of OP Sindhoor

TP NEWS:

Senior BJP leader and
former Deputy Chief
Minister Mr. Kavinder
Gupta strongly  con-
demned the controversial
statement ~made by
Congress MLA Kothur G
Manjunath from
Karnataka, who ques-
tioned the authenticity of
Operation Sindoor,
demanding proof of the
surgical strike carried out
by Indian Forces deep
into Pakistani territory.

In a statement issued
here today, Kavinder said
that such statements are
not only irresponsible but
also shameful and demor-
alizing for the brave
Indian Armed Forces.
“Even the Prime Minister
of Pakistan and several
top Pakistani leaders
have acknowledged that
Indian Forces carried out
a decisive strike under
Operation Sindoor. Yet, a
Congress legislator dares
to question our military’s

valour.

The Congress
should feel ashamed for
harbouring such leaders,”
he asserted.

Lauding the Indian
Forces for giving a befit-
ting reply to Pakistan fol-
lowing the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, where 26 inno-
cent Hindu tourists were
brutally killed, Kavinder
said the surgical strike
under Operation Sindoor
was a message to the ene-
mies of India that terror-
ism will not be tolerated.
“The nation stands united
and proud of our Forces
who avenged the
Pahalgam massacre with

unmatched precision and
courage,” he added.

Kavinder also came
down heavily on PDP
leader Mehbooba Mufti
for her repeated state-
ments advocating friend-
ly relations with Pakistan.
“It is unfortunate that
leaders like Mehbooba
still speak in the language
of appeasement. If she
feels so uncomfortable in
India, she should consid-
er migrating to Pakistan,”
he stated bluntly.

The former Deputy
Chief Minister reiterated
the Centre’s firm stance
that there will be no talks
with Pakistan unless the
discussions revolve solely
around terrorism and the
return of Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK). “The
Modi Government has
made it abundantly
clear —dialogue is possi-
ble only on terror and
PoK. There is no room for
compromise on national
security,” he added.

Sakeena Itoo visits Madri Meherban Welfare
Institute Srinagar, reviews its functioning

TP NEWS:

Minister for Health and Medical
Welfare
Education, Sakeena Itoo, today visited
Meherban Welfare Institute
Miskeen Bagh and reviewed the func-

Education,  Social
Madri

tioning of the institution.

Director Social Welfare Kashmir,
Director Finance Social Welfare depart-
ment, District Social Welfare officer
Srinagar and other senior officers of the
department accompanied the Minister
during the visit.On the occasion, the
trustees and staff of the institute briefed
the Minister about the services being
provided by the institute to orphans,

Tribal students, economically disadvan-

and

taged children, destitute women and
other needy people.Engaging with the
trustees, staff and beneficiaries of the
institute on the occasion, the Minister
highlighted that this centre has been

serving as a vital support centre from

munities.

last many decades to people in need.
Appreciating the selfless efforts of the
institute, the Minister highlighted the
commitment of Omar Abdullah led
Government towards inclusive growth
and upliftment of underprivileged com-
“Institutions
Meherban embody the spirit of compas-
sion and resilience.

like Madri
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Lieutenant Governor
Addresses Soldiers at LoC

Nothing in Pakistan is beyond the reach of Indian Army: LG Sinha

TP NEWS:

In a strong warning to
Pakistan over its support
to terrorist groups target-
ing India, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
today said that there is
nothing in the neighbour-
ing country that is beyond
the reach of the Indian
Armed Forces.

“The whole world has
seen the bravery of the
Indian Armed Forces and

then enemy started plead- across the LoC in
ing all over the world for ~ Tangdhar Sector, the
ceasefire. There is nothing  Ljeutenant Governor high-
in Pakistan that is beyond  lighted India's global

the reach of the Indian
Army,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

stature. He also pointed
out that the enemy was

such a crisis comes, the
people  should know
that our country is in the
safe hands of heroes like
you,” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant
Governor also reviewed
security situation on the
ground with army and
police officials. He said the
country is grateful to our
Armed Forces for protect-
ing the lives and ensuring
the sanctity of our borders
with alertness, dedication,
bravery and supreme sac-
rifice.

“I am confident that our
Jawans will firmly deal
with any misadventure by

on destroying humanity
on the strength of debt. I
think they must have
learnt a lesson from the
reply given by our brave
soldiers. I salute your val-

In his address to the
army personnel deployed

destroying humanity on
the strength of debt.
“Our neighbour is bent

our, bravery and devotion
towards Maa Bharti and
pray to God that whenever

the enemy,” the Lieutenant
Governor added.

Shailendra Kumar visits Poonch,
meets victims of cross borde

TP NEWS:

Principal Secretary,
Agriculture Production
Department, Shailendra
Kumar today visited
Poonch district and met
families affected by recent
cross border shelling.

During the visit,
Shailendra went to affect-
ed villages and personal-
ly met with families who
have suffered due to
shelling.

Expressing his solidar-
ity, he assured them of
the government’s full
support and directed the
district administration to
adopt a proactive, public
centric approach to relief
and rehabilitation.

As part of his visit, the
Principal Secretary also
went to Mankote, where
he met the bereaved fam-

ily of a woman who lost
her life in the shelling
incident.

Offering condolences,
the Principal Secretary
assured them that the
administration  stands
shoulder to shoulder with
affected families .

Deputy Commissioner
Poonch, Vikas Kundal,
during the visit, briefed
the Principal Secretary on

the relief and restoration
works carried out in the
affected areas.

The DC informed that
power and water supply
have been fully restored,
hospitals are functioning
normally, and all essen-
tial services are running
smoothly.

Deputy Commissioner
Poonch further informed
the Principal Secretary

r shelling

that village level assess-
ment teams have already
been constituted and are
actively  working on
ground to identify and
document losses.

He also informed that
for the ease of the affected
public, district adminis-
tration has also launched
‘Report to Support” initia-
tive, under which Tehsil
wise WhatsApp numbers
have been issued for
allowing residents to
report damage or seek
assistance directly and
efficiently.

Shailendra appreciated
the prompt and coordi-
nated response of the dis-
trict administration and
stressed the importance
of continuing relief meas-
ures in an efficient, and
people focused manner.

MHA orders posting of 9
IAS, 3 IPS officers to J&K

TP NEWS:

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) ordered the
transfer of 9 IAS and 3 IPS officers from the AGMUT
cadre to Jammu and Kashmir while 6 IAS officers from|
the Union Territory have also been transferred.
However, the transfer of two IAS officers has also been
retracted. According to an order, a copy of which lies
with the news agency Ashish Chandra Verma (1994
batch) and Anil Kumar Singh (1995 batch) have been|
posted to Jammu & Kashmir from Delhi.

The other IAS officers include Naveen S L (2012
batch), Choudhary Mohammad Yasin (2015 batch).
Shrikant Balasaheb Suse (2016), Shreya Singhal (2020),
Mahima Madan (2021), Ananth Dwivedi (2021), and
Rakesh Kumar (2021) have also been transferred.

IPS officers who have been transferred to Jammu
and Kashmir include Sameer Sharma (2011 batch)
from Lakshadweep, Sandeep Gupta (2015 batch) from|
Delhi and Rishi Kumar (2021 batch) also from Delhi.

IAS officers transferred from J&K include
Pandurang K Pole (2004 batch), Vijay Kumar Bidhuri
(2005 batch), Sanjiv M Gadkar (2013 batch), Shakeel Ul
Rehman Rather (2013 batch), Pardeep Kumar (2013
batch), and Rahul Sharma (2013 batch) have been shift-
ed to other states. Meanwhile, the MHA cancelled the
transfer of two IAS officers.

According to the latest order issued by the MHA, "In
partial modification of MHA’s order of even number|
dated 17.10.2024, the transfers of Saugat Biswas, IAS
(AGMUT: 2006), from Arunachal Pradesh to Jammu &
Kashmir, and Yasha Mudgal, IAS (AGMUT: 2007),
from Jammu & Kashmir to Puducherry, are hereby
cancelled."The order further states that all other con-|
tents of the original order shall remain unchanged

Budgam police arrest 3 terrorist
aides affiliated with LeT

TP NEWS:

In the ongoing efforts to dismantle terror networks,
Budgam Police on Friday said to have arrested three
terrorist associates linked with the proscribed terrorist|
outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).The arrested individuals
as per a police spokesman have been identified as
Muzamil Ahmad, Ishfaq Pandit (both residents of|
Aglar Pattan) and Muneer Ahmad R/O Meeripora
Beerwah.”The arrests were made in the Kawoosa
Narbal area of Magam. On their apprehension, arms
and ammunition including one pistol and one hand
grenade were recovered from their possession,” a
spokesman said in a statement issued to the news
agency.In this regard, police said that a case under FIR
number 66/2025 has been registered at Police Station|
Magam under relevant sections of the Unlawful|
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), and further inves-|
tigation has been taken up.”During the course of
investigation, it surfaced that the arrested individuals
were in close contact with active LeT terrorist Aabid
Qayoom Lone, S/o Abdul Qayoom Lone, R/o Wussan|
Pattan, who had exfiltrated to Pakistan in 2020 and
subsequently joined the LeT outfit.

Misappropriation of funds: ACB registers case
against Teacher, Contractor, others

TP NEWS:

Jammu and Kashmor Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
on Friday said to have registered a case against the then
Teacher, Incharge Headmaster of Government Middle
School, Jandreli, Zone Chassana, Contractor and others
for misappropriation of funds.

A spokesman in a statement said that ACB has regis-
tered a case under FIR number 01/2025 in Police
Station ACB Udhampur under sections 5(1) (d) r/w 5
(2) of J&K P.C Act, Svt. 2006 and section 120-B RPC
against a public servant Sajjad Hussain, then Teacher
(Incharge Headmaster) of Govt. Middle School
Jandreli, Zone Chassana, District Reasi, Abdul Aziz,
Contractor and others and started investigation.

“An enquiry was conducted by ACB against above
named Govt. Official after receipt of a report from

Director School Education Jammu substantiating there-
in the allegations of misappropriation of funds and use
of substandard material in school building of Middle
School Jandreli, Zone Chassana,” the statement reads.

It surfaced during the course of probe that funds to
the tune of Rs 11.50 lakhs were released in favour of
Sajjad Hussain, then Teacher (Incharge Headmaster) of
Govt. Middle School Jandreli, Zone Chassana under
SSA scheme for construction of School Building of
Middle School Jandreli by then ZEO Chassana during
the period 2016-17.“ The construction work was carried
out by said Sajjad Hussain through contractor Abdul
Aziz without observing codal formalities/norms
meant for the purpose, besides withdrawal of funds
etc,” the statement added.

During spot visit by the Engineering Wing of ACB,

many short comings were observed like cracks
between slab and beams, non-execution of electric
work, face lifting, cement flooring, and fixing of glass
strips, door/ window /shutter etc.

“Apart from, non-maintenance of cash book as well
as payment made without following the codal proce-
dure etc. are also observed as a result of which a loss to
the tune of Rs 1,65,634.86 has been caused to Govt.
exchequer,” ACB spokesman said.

By acting in the manner, Sajjad Hussain, teacher (I/C
Headmaster), by abuse of his official position and in
league with contractor Abdul Aziz and others executed
the substandard work of said school building, thereby
conferred undue benefit to contractor and others and
corresponding gain to himself, he said, adding that fur-
ther investigation in the case is going on.
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The Power of
surrender and divine

involvement
AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

We, souls, can only desire, decide and enjoy or
suffer as a consequence. All acts are done by the
material nature, which includes our bodies, others,
etc., whatever we see. It is all arranged like this.
Don’t we become willing participants through our
natures? Unless we involve God in our lives, we will
be limited to what our karmaphalas ordain. In the
Divine Justice System that is what we are entitled to,
having done all that we do with our bodies, minds
and words. When God is involved in our lives, the
sky is the limit. Our spiritual acts connect us to God,
and he gets involved in our lives. God is waiting for
us to approach Him; He won’t be by Himself
because that will be a violation of our free will.
Otherwise also, if God were to get involved in our
lives without our wanting to, He, being
Omnipotent, would make us robots. God always
respects our free will and helps us only to the extent
we seek His help. Fortunately, when we desire and
decide to get God involved in our lives, there will be
a sea change. Our bodies, minds and words will
cooperate, as will others and the material nature.
And when we fully surrender to God as our role
models such as Swami Vivekananda did, God takes
over our lives; He micromanages. Let us understand
what God is like and what happens when we
remain in His shelter. The very first thing we have
to understand is that God is very different from us.
There is no comparison. There is no simile either. It
is hard but we must accept, otherwise we will have
no faith, and we won’t get started. Yes, it is very dif-
ficult to imagine such an entity, but God is very
much a reality. I am not providing any proof of this
in this article, but I can assure you that there are
plenty. I, like all realised souls in the past, have
unflinching faith in the existence of God. Because
God provides evidence practically every day in my
life. Not a day passes without me feeling very grate-
ful for all that God does for me. And God is in com-
plete control of everything. Without that, the
Creation wouldn’t last. God controls us through our
natures. He knows what we will do because we act
as our natures dictate; mine does.

Then, God needs nothing from us. He is complete
in all respects. Does He not create our earth planet,
the Sun, the Moon, etc. all by Himself? What will He
desire from us? And God is always very busy.

(The Bhagavad Gita 3.24-26) Surprisingly as it
may seem, God is also active on the individual level
for all His devotees, myself included.Rather I feel
fully convinced that my life ‘theek chalegi’ (will run
smoothly), and my next birth will be high class.
(6.41) In the Bhagavad-Geeta, Lord Krishna has
mentioned five habitable planets, which are
Vaikuntha — God’s own; Brahma Lok, heaven,
earth and hell.

I am assured of a short stint in heaven before
being born into a family of pure and prosperous.
(6.41) God can love like no one else can, experienced
by His devotees, and still not get attached to any-
one. God has to look after the interests of all eight
billion of us. Karmaphalas, both material and spiri-
tual, ordain what we can get; God ensures it. There
is no favouritism, because, then, the Creation cannot
function.

For God all are souls. So, what should we do? If I
was given a chance to restart, I would have started
earlier than when I did. I would have used my free
will to desire and decide to please God much more
because that is the real success of life.

I would have had more peace and ‘sukha’ (happi-
ness). I would have tried to increase the mode of
goodness (sattvaguna) in me and tried to curb the
mode of darkness (tamoguna).

The high cost of war:
Who really wins when
young lives are lost?

SHIVAJI SARKAR

As tensions between India and Pakistan simmer
dangerously close to conflict, the toll is already
immense. From billion-dollar defence expenditures
to devastated trade, stock market shocks, and rising
fuel taxes, the true cost of war is borne not by
Generals or Governments — but by the people

I am sick and tired of old men sending young
innocent boys to die in their wars,” said George
McGovern, a US senator who was a voice against the
Vietnam War.

That was indeed a sane voice for warring coun-
tries. It is not just young boys, but now girls as well
and it has a terrible cost on a country in terms of
monetary expense and well-being. So far, it is not a
war between India and Pakistan. It is the warming-
up process — and it, too, has a cost. Missiles,
drones, aircraft, machine guns, rifles, or every bit
used for the war has cost — including food for the
warring men.

Most battleground materials are never collected
and left there. It dumps costs on the people of the
country that supports a war. A major loss since May
7 is the death of Rajouri’s Additional Deputy
Commissioner Raj Kumar Thapa in a Pakistan
shelling. There have been at least 19 deaths of other
civilians and many injured, apart from the losses
along the border.

Pakistan specialises in low-cost manoeuvres but
inflicts heavy losses on India through proxy wars,
air space closure, and decoy unarmed or low-explo-
sive drone attacks in swarms near Jaisalmer. It
attracts heavy responses from India as it cannot risk
not to combat.

The common joke is, “Decoy Rs 10 drones face
million-dollar action.” So how much India might
have spent in the first three days of the assault since
May 7 can be an approximation.

Thirty-two airports closed and many flights were
cancelled. Suspension of commercial IPL cricket is
expensive.

The BSE stock investors have lost Rs 13 lakh crore
since May 6. The BSE lost 156 points — Rs 6 lakh
crore — on May 6; gained 106 points on May 7; lost
412 points — nearly Rs 5 lakh crore — on May 8; and
lost 880 points — about Rs 2 lakh crore — on May 9
as tension mounted.

Both currencies of India and Pakistan are under
pressure. BrahMos missiles cost between $2.5 to $5.6
million. Smaller missiles cost less. Kamikaze drones
cost $500 each. The sorties are never flown alone.

Deployment, manning, logistics, and troop move-
ments have separate costs. Precision bombardment
with hi-tech drones costs Russia roughly $350,000
per target struck.

The Kh-22 air-to-ground missile’s target cost is
said to be around $1 million. During the low-inten-
sity Kargil conflict, India reportedly spent Rs 14.6
billion per day while Pakistan spent close to Rs 3.7
billion per day.According to an analysis by the
UAE-based Foreign Affairs Forum, even a brief con-
ventional war could cost India between Rs 1,460
crore and Rs 5,000 crore per day. A prolonged con-
flict could trigger massive economic disruptions,
with estimated daily losses surpassing $17.8 billion
(Rs 1.34 lakh crore).

The cost of the present conflict is so heavy that the
Government is mulling recovering some of it from
common citizens. It is considering doubling excise
duty on petrol and diesel to Rs 4 from Rs 2 levied a
fortnight back.

It is estimated to realise Rs 64,000 crore. This is
over the 2025-2026 defence allocation of Rs 6.81 tril-
lion (USD 78.3 billion), a 9.5 per cent rise over
2024-25. Of this, only 26.4 per cent is for new
acquisitions.

Pakistan increases its 2025-26 military budget by
18 per cent to Pakistani Rs 6.8 lakh crore ($80 bil-
lion). About 22 per cent is for new weapons. A
report by the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry highlights that ongoing
India-Pakistan tensions have significantly limited
trade between the two — making it minimal com-
pared to India’s trade with neighbours like
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

Following the Pulwama attack, Pakistan’s exports
to India plummeted from $550 million to just
$480,000, while Indian exports — mainly pharma-
ceuticals, chemicals, and agricultural goods —
totalled around $1.2 billion.

The India-Pakistan conflict squeezes out 3 per
cent of India’s economic potential, according to an
analysis done by the Mumbai-based think tank
Strategic Foresight Group in 2004.

In a report titled Cost of Conflict, the group
analysed military expenditures of the two countries
to conclude that even low-intensity warfare could
have “financial costs, human lives and policy loss-
es.” Each war — 1948, 1962, 1965, 1971, and 1999
Kargil — cost the nation enormously. Since 1947,
each war brought claims of victory — but both sides
paid in blood, broken trust, and lost chances for
peace. Kashmir remains contested and borders
tense. The borders didn’t just divide land — they
divided minds.

Decades later, the quest is if either side truly won,
or did both lose what mattered most? Let us take the
crucial Peer Panjal Pass.

After tough battles and the loss of soldiers’ lives,
India won and returned it to Pakistan at the negoti-
ating table. By 2003, India had raised its military
budget from Rs 560 billion to Rs 653 billion, while
Pakistan’s increased slightly from Rs 158 billion to
Rs 160 billion.

Parliament Attack Post the December 13th, 2001
terrorist attack on Parliament House, India spent
$600 million between December 2001 and January
2002, and Pakistan $400 million on military pre-
paredness.

According to the Strategic Foresight Group, an
Indian think tank, the total cost of the standoff —
driven by heightened tensions and the looming
threat of nuclear conflict — exceeded $3 billion in
just a few months.In the 1971 war, around 3,843
Indian soldiers and nearly 8,000 Pakistani soldiers
lost their lives, with the conflict ending in India cap-
turing over 93,000 Pakistani prisoners of war. While
exact figures on civilian casualties and disappear-
ances are unavailable, the Strategic Foresight Group
estimates that the four wars between India and
Pakistan directly affected at least one lakh families
through human loss.

Pakistan reneges repeatedly on its commitment to
peace. It foments a terror proxy war, imposing huge
costs on India.

“Although there have been occasional moves
toward confidence — building measures and, most
recently, toward more open borders for trade, deep
mistrust and suspicion mark this sibling rivalry,”
said a paper by the US-based Atlantic Council,
which analysed the opportunity cost of an India -
Pakistan conflict, arguing that war is the last thing
the subcontinent needs.

The remedy is not simple. The common forum,
SAARC, has been supine for a decade. Pakistan
should be forced to the negotiating table before yet
another flare-up.A low-cost war suits Pakistan —
but India must call the shots to save young lives,
economic growth and the future of the Indian sub-
continent. For now the war is paused and that is a
sigh of relief but efforts must be made to make it
permanent.
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All High Court judges entitled
to full pension: Supreme Court

TP NEWS:

In a significant verdict, the
Supreme Court on Monday held all
high court judges, including addi-
tional judges, will be entitled to full
pension and retirement benefits.

The top court said the former
chief justices of the high court will
get Rs 15 lakh per annum as pen-
sion.Observing that denial would
amount to violation of right to
equality under Article 14 of the
Constitution, a bench comprising
Chief Justice B R Gavai and Justice
Augustine George Masih said full
pension will be paid to all irrespec-
tive of when they were appointed
and whether they retired as addi-
tional judges or were later made
permanent.The bench said discrim-
inating among judges based on the
timing of their appointment or their
designation violates this funda-
mental right. The CJI, pronouncing
the verdict, said families of

deceased additional high court
judges are also entitled to the same
pension and retirement benefits as
families of permanent judges.

The bench said it has examined
Article 200 of the Constitution
which pertained to pension payable
to retired high court judges.

“We hold any discrimination
among (high court) judges for ter-
minal benefits after retirement will
be violative of Article 14. Thus, we
hold all the high court judges irre-
spective of when they entered and
thus entitled to full pension,” it
said.It said there shall be no distinc-
tion between the judges who were
elevated from the Bar and from
those who came from district judi-
ciary. The bench said those covered
under the new pension scheme will
also get the same pension.

“We also hold the high court
judges who retired as additional
judges will get full pension and any

distinction between judges and
additional judges will be doing to
violence to the condition,” the
bench said.“The Union (of India)
shall pay a full pension of 13.50
lakh per annum to judges of the
high courts, including additional
judges,” it said.The detailed judge-
ment is awaited.The top court had
reserved the judgement on January
28 on the pleas including ‘In Re Re-
fixation Of Pension Considering
Service Period In District Judiciary
and High Court’.

Disparity was alleged in payment
of pensions to high court judges on
several grounds, including whether
ajudge was permanent or addition-
al judge at the time of retirement.

The high court judges, who were
elevated from district judiciary and
covered under the NPS, were get-
ting lesser pension in comparison
to those elevated directly from the
Bar, the pleas alleged.

Pakistani forces targeted Golden Temple after
India's strikes against terrorists: Indian Army

TP NEWS:

Pakistan attempted to target the Golden Temple in
Amritsar with drones and missiles on the intervening
night of May 7-8 in retaliation against India’s strikes on
nine terrorist sites in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, Major General Kartik C Seshadri, General
Officer Commanding (GOC) of the 15th Infantry
Division, revealed on Monday.The senior Indian Army
officer said Pakistan had no legitimate military targets

and was expected to strike civilian and religious sites
in India.”Knowing that the Pak Army does not have
any legitimate targets, we anticipated that they would
target Indian military installations, civilian targets
including religious places,” he told news agency. "Of
these, Golden Temple appeared to be the most promi-
nent,” he added. "We mobilised additional modern air
defence assets to give a holistic air defence umbrella
cover to Golden Temple,” Major General Seshadri said.

Lieutenant Governor
Reconstitutes Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board

g

TP NEWS:

The Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha has
reconstituted the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
and nominated nine distinguished personalities, from
various walks of life, as members for three years.

A notification approving the reconstitution of the
board was issued by the Lieutenant Governor, who is
also the Chairman of the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board.

The nine members include Smt. Sudha Murty,
Mahamandaleshwar Shri Swami Vishveshvaranand
Giriji Maharaj, Dr Ashok Bhan, IPS (Retd.), Shri
Baleshwar Rai, IAS (Retd.), Smt. Gunjan Rana, Dr. K.K.
Talwar, Shri Kulbhushan Ahuja, Shri Lalit Bhasin and
Shri Suresh Kumar Sharma.

Lieutenant Governor Reconstitutes

Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board

TP NEWS:

The Lieutenant Governor Shri Manoj Sinha has
reconstituted the Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board
(SASB) and nominated nine eminent luminaries, from
various walks of life, as members for three years.

A notification approving the reconstitution of SASB
and nomination of members was issued by the
Lieutenant Governor, who is also the Chairman of the
Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine Board .

The nine members include Swami Avdheshanand
Giri Ji Maharaj, Prof. Kailash Mehra Sadhu, Shri
K.K.Sharma, Shri K.N.Rai, Shri Mukesh Garg, Dr.
Shailesh Raina, Dr. Simridhi Bindroo, Shri Suresh
Haware and Prof. Vishwamurti Shastri.
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