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TP NEWS:

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  on
Monday launched a

scathing  attack  on
Pakistan, accusing it of
treating terrorism as a tool
of statecraft while reaf-
firming India's zero-toler-
ance approach to terror.
Speaking at a rally in
Gujarat's Bhuj, PM Modi
contrasted India's
tourism-driven  vision
with what he described as
Pakistan's terror-centric
mindset. "India believes
in tourism. Tourism
brings people together.

India crosses 1,000
active Covid-19
cases, Kerala tops
with 430 infections

TP NEWS:

India logged 752 new
Covid-19 cases in the
week between May 19
and 26, taking the total
active caseload in the
country to 1,009, accord-
ing to data from the
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

India reported seven
deaths in the correspon-
ding period- four from
Maharashtra, two from
Kerala and one from
Karnataka. Cases crossed
1,000-mark  previously
between December 2023
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like

But a
Pakistan thinks terrorism

country

is tourism. This is a big
threat for the world," the
Prime Minister said.

The Prime Minister also
issued a stern warning to

Pakistan, either to live
and let live in peace or
face Indian bullets. "Sukh
chain ki zindagi jiyo, roti
khao, warna meri goli to
hai hi. (Live in peace, eat
your bread quietly — oth-
erwise, my bullet is
always ready.)," he said.

Referring to the recent
military offensive against
Pakistan-based terror out-
fits, PM Modi said that
Operation Sindoor made
India's policy crystal
clear. "Whoever will
make us bleed will see a
similar response.

Cont. Page 2

Pahalgam terror attackers will
hai hi: PM Modi warns Pak onterror face India s full fury: Amit Shah

TP NEWS:

Reiterating the govern-
ment's firm stance against
terrorism, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Monday  said  those
behind the heinous
Pahalgam terror attack
will be hunted down and
eliminated. He said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has made it clear that no
perpetrator, regardless of
where they hide, will be
spared.

“Terrorists, supported
by Pakistan, brutally
killed innocent civilians
in front of their families

‘Operation Sindoor's’ success testament of
India’s indigenous defence capabilities: LG Sinha

TP NEWS:

Attributing the success
of “Operation Sindoor” to
India’s indigenous
defence capabilities, inno-
vations in defence sector
and technological
advancements, Jammu
and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Monday said that deci-
sive action against terror-
ist bases and thwarting
the attacks launched by
Pakistan, demonstrated
that Indian scientists,
defence personnel and
jawans are second to none
in the world.

Speaking at a function
after flagging off the

'Physics Bharat Yatra'
from Udhampur, LG
Sinha, according to the
news agency said,
“Operation Sindoor has
shown India's scientific
might. It has demonstrat-
ed that our scientists,
defence personnel and

CM Omar calls for data-driven planning, district
level goals to accelerate development in J&K

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today under-
lined the importance of
setting short-term, dis-
trict-level goals rooted in
data analysis and tailored
to the specific needs and
potential of each region.
He stated this while
chairing a comprehensive
review meeting of the

Planning, Development &
Monitoring Department
at the Civil Secretariat,
where detailed presenta-
tions were made on three

critical initiatives — the
Sustainable Development
Goals Coordination
Centre (SDGCC), District
Domestic Product (DDP),
and the District Good
Governance Index

(DGQGI).

“What we now require
is targeted district-level
planning — identifying
where the potential lies
and where gaps need to
be filled. These short-
term  objectives  will
cumulatively guide us
toward our long-term
goal of Viksit Jammu &
Kashmir by 2047,” he
said. The meeting was
attended in person by
Chief Secretary Atal
Dulloo, Additional Chief
Secretary to the Chief
Minister Dheeraj Gupta,

Principal Secretary
Finance Shailendra
Kumar, Commissioner

Secretaries of Industries
& Commerce Vikramjit

Cont. Page 2

jawans are second to none
in the world.

This victory is a tribute
to their dedication. It is
also a vindication of our
steadfast commitment to
self-reliance. “

He said, “India's mili-
tary might is proof of our
scientist's determination
to comprehensively
strengthen national secu-
rity and also put our
economy on the growth
trajectory. Our scientists
are unwavering and
determined to make
historic strides in new

areas of science and
technology.”
Cont. Page 2

after questioning their

religion in Pahalgam.
They will face strict con-
sequences for this attack,
and we will track down
and eliminate every one
of them,” he said while

addressing a public rally
at Nava Mondha Ground
in Nanded area of
Maharashtra state.

Shah was quick to add
that there can be no com-
promise when it comes to
the nation's armed forces,
citizens, or borders. “The
era of silence is gone now.
Under Prime Minister
Modi’s leadership, India
responds with clarity and
strength to any threat,” he
said, as reported by the
news agency. “Anyone
who dares to challenge
our army, citizens, or

Cont. Page 2

ACB Jammu files case against
ex Tribal Affairs director, others
in post-matric scholarship scam

TP NEWS:

ACB Jammu registered
a case against a former
director Tribal Affairs
and others over allega-
tions of gross violation of
guidelines and releasing
of crores of rupees to un-
recognised institutes for
un-recognised  courses
while implementing post
matric scholarship
scheme entitled for ST
candidates.According to
a statement, the FIR No.
09/2025 u/s 5(1)(c) (d)
r/w section 5(2) of J&K
PC Act, Svt. 2006 & sec-
tion 120-B RPC at P/S
ACB Jammu was filed
against M S Choudhary,

18 civilians killed, nearly
2,000 structures damaged in
Pak shelling in J&K: BJP

TP NEWS:

As many as 18 civilians
lost their lives and nearly
2000 structures, including
residential houses and
commercial  buildings,
were damaged in the
indiscriminate  shelling
by Pakistan Army in four
days from May 7 along
the borders in Jammu and
Kashmir, the BJP said on
Monday.

Leader of Opposition in
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly, Sunil Sharma,
undertook a 10-day tour
of the border areas along
the Line of Control and
International Border
along with four MLAs —
former ministers Sham
Lal Sharma and Devinder

Kumar Manyal, Narinder
Singh and R S Pathania —
on directions of the
party’s central leadership
and submitted a detailed
report along with recom-
mendations for rehabili-
tation of the affected fam-
ilies.

“Pakistan is famous for
its cowardly acts and tar-
geted our civilian areas
after our armed forces
carried out Operation
Sindoor to destroy terror
infrastructure on May 7
across the border in
retaliation to the April 22
Pahalgam terror
attack,” Sharma told
reporters at the party
headquarters here.

Cont. Page 2

then Director Tribal
Affairs J&K, Shanaz
Akhtar Malik, Catalog
Computers, Auquaf
Complex Jammu,
Humera Banu & Firdous
Ahmed, Chirag Institute
of IT. Channi Himmat,
Jammu, Sham Lal
Targotra, JKS Industrial
Training institute (ITI),
Jindar Mehlu, R.S Pura,
Jaffer Hussain Wani, Ever
Green Institute of
Computer Technology,
Shastri Nagar Jammu,
Parshotam Bharadwaj.
Global Institute of IT,
Janipur Jammu, Ramneek
Kour, Pankaj Memorial

Cont. Page 2

DGGI 4.0:
Srinagar emerges
top performing
district in J&K in
key sectors

TP NEWS:

In a significant recogni-
tion of administrative
excellence, Srinagar dis-
trict has emerged as the
top performing district
across Jammu  and
Kashmir in key sectors
for the year 2023-24
under District Good
Governance Index (DGGI
4.0).The district has
secured the 2nd rank
among the 20 districts of
Jammu & Kashmir with
composite  score  of
6.5840, and also ranked
Ist in the Kashmir
division.

Cont. Page 2
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Roti khao, varna ....

At no cost will they be spared. Operation Sindoor is a mission to
save humanity and end terrorism," PM Modi said.

India launched Operation Sindoor on the night of May 6-7, tar-
geting nine terror infrastructures across Pakistan and Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir (POK). The Indian Air Force struck key hubs
linked to Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-Taiba, including
the headquarters of both banned outfits. The strikes came in
response to the April 22 massacre in Pahalgam, where Pakistan-
backed terrorists killed 26 people, most of them tourists.
Further in his speech, PM Modi also accused Pakistan of not tak-
ing any action against the Pahalgam massacre, asserting that ter-
rorism is in its bread and butter.

When they did nothing, I gave our armed forces a free hand,"
he said.Claiming that Pakistan's airbases were "still in the ICU"
after India's response, PM Modi said, "It was the valour and
bravery of our forces that made Pakistan wave the white flag.
We had already told them, our target was your terror infrastruc-
ture; all you had to do was stay quiet. Now that you made a mis-
take, you have to deal with the consequences".

Pahalgam terror ....

borders will be dealt with firmly.”The Home Minister said,
“They struck in Uri, and we responded with a surgical strike.
Pulwama was followed by an airstrike. After the Pahalgam inci-
dent, we launched Operation Sindoor, which dismantled their
(Pakistani terrorists) bases. The Prime Minister had already said
that those behind such acts will be found, wherever they may be,
and action will be taken.”He pointed out that earlier govern-
ments often did not act or respond with limited measures. “That
approach is behind us now. The country has adopted a new
direction under PM Modi’s leadership, one that meets every
challenge with a firm response,” he said.Shah said that
Operation Sindoor has conveyed a strong message globally that
anyone threatening the Indian army, its people, or its borders
will face serious consequences."Prime Minister Modi has made
it clear that any attack on India will be met with a powerful
response," he said. "If someone attacks us, then a bullet will be
answered with a bomb." Following Operation Sindoor, Shah
said that PM Modi viewed the situation as a national issue. "As
a result, it was decided that an all-party delegation of MPs
would visit various countries to expose Pakistan’s role in sup-
porting terrorism," he said, adding that these delegations have
since been formed.

India crosses 1,000....

and January 2024, when the country was hit by the JN.1 variant.
Among states, Kerala has the highest caseload at 430, a rise of
335 cases over the past week. It is followed by Maharashtra at
209 cases, of which 153 were reported in the past seven
days.This week, Delhi became the third state or union territory
(UT) to cross 100 active Covid-19 cases, with the national capital
reporting an increase of 99 cases since May 19.

Gujarat (87 active cases) and Karnataka (47 active cases) also
saw an increase of 76 and 34 cases respectively in the last week.
To counter this surge, several states and UTs have come out with
advisories asking both government and private hospitals to
ensure preparedness in terms of beds, oxygen, antibiotics and
other drugs. State governments have also asked hospitals for
daily reporting of Influenza-like illnesses (ILIs) and Severe
Acute Respiratory Illnesses (SARI) to the Centre’s Integrated
Health INformation Platform (IHIP) Central health authorities
also swung into action last week, holding several review meet-
ings to assess the situation in the country, according to official
sources in the health ministry. On the recent rise, Rajiv Bahl,
director general (DG) at the Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) said that cases have been rising in the southern and
western parts of India, and now a surge is being seen in the
northern region. “We are monitoring the situation through the
Integrated Disease Surveillance Program (IDSP), which tracks
cases nationwide,” he added. The review comes amid a notice-
able uptick in Covid cases in Hong Kong and Singapore in
recent weeks. According to reports, Hong Kong had reported an
increase in respiratory samples testing positive for Covid —
from 6.21 per cent in early April 2025 to 13.66 per cent in the
week ending May 10. Similarly, Singapore recorded a 28 per
cent rise in estimated Covid cases in the first week of May 2025,
with infections reaching 14,200. “The review meeting, led by the
Union Health Secretary and the Director General (DG) of the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) last week found
that most of the cases in India are mild and under home care,”
sources added. The ministry has stated that it remains vigilant
and through its multiple agencies, is proactively monitoring the
situation. Experts believe the SARS-CoV-2 variants currently cir-
culating in Singapore are LF.7 and NB.1.8 — both descendants
of the JN.1 variant of Omicron, which was also behind a rise in
infections in India early last year. According to data from the
Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (Insacog), India has
already registered four cases of the LF.7 variant from Gujarat
and one case of N.1.8.1 sub variant from Tamil Nadu this month.

‘Operation Sindoor’s’ ....

LG Sinha said, “In the past one decade under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the thinking of India towards
Aatmnirbharata has changed. Our scientists know that India
cannot depend on others to defend her. We have developed our
own indigenous capabilities and our successful attack is a sym-
bol of resurgent India.”He lauded the excellent initiative being
spearheaded by Indian Association of Physics Teachers (IAPT)
and the National Anveshika Network of India (NANI) under
the leadership of eminent physicist Padma Shri Dr HC Verma to
foster experimental science learning and igniting curiosity, cre-
ativity and scientific temper among students.The Lieutenant
Governor observed that the ‘Physics Bharat Yatra’ covering
every district of India, will unify diverse regions under a shared
mission to revive the joy of learning science.He extended his
felicitations and best wishes to everyone associated with the
visionary and transformative journey aimed at connecting a net-
work of schools, educators and learners through immersive
interactions.”When science is deeply woven into the fabric of
society, it not only fosters innovation but it can also significantly
shape the direction of a nation by improving the quality of liv-
ing for the entire society,” the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor emphasised on capacity building of
science teachers and bringing the new scientific advancements
to the classroom and lab.He urged the teaching community and
educational institutions to provide the young researchers with a
bigger canvas and bigger goals for experiments.

The Lieutenant Governor also called upon the Indian scientists
and engineers making valuable contributions all over the world
to consider returning home. He said, the conditions are now
favorable for pioneering inventions and they can significantly
contribute to India's scientific and economic leadership.

“The confluence of Science, Spirituality, and Sanskar has pow-
ered India’s dominance globally. We are strategically investing
in scientific and technological advancement to make India a
leading global scientific power. Our scientists, innovators and
researchers are determined to reclaim the ancient glory and
build a developed India by 2047. It is our national resolve,” the
Lieutenant Governor further said.Padma Shri Dr HC Verma
shared the vision and objective behind Physics Bharat Yatra. He
said, the initiative aims to promote experiential and hands-on
learning, and encourage the people, especially the youth to
make Science a part of their day-to-day life.On the occasion, the
Lieutenant Governor also inspected the Physics Exhibition
showcasing the students-led models and experiments.

ACB Jammu files ....

Charitable Trust for Education and Research, Rajpura Subash
Nagar, Puneet Mahajan, Supertech (India) Computer Education,
Talab Tillo and others.

The statement reads that during the course of verification, it was
revealed that the GOI launched post matric scholarship scheme
to ST candidates to complete their education by way of provid-
ing financial assistance in the shape of scholarship amounting Rs
18,000 per student plus Rs 2300 maintenance allowance.

“The objective behind PMS scheme was to provide financial
assistance to ST students studying at post matriculation or post-
secondary stage to enable them to complete their education and
reimbursement of compulsory fee to students charged by recog-
nized Institute. The private institutes situated in Jammu man-
aged documents of ST students of far-flung areas and submit
same to the office of Directorate of Tribal Affairs, but the officers
of Tribal Affairs Department without checking the genuineness
of institutes as well as infrastructure/course contents provided
by institutes, even without ensuring the end use of scholarship
amount, disbursed the scholarship fee worth crores during 2014
to 2018 directly in the bank accounts of these Institutes,” it reads.
It added that the verification further reveals that the students
against whom payment released neither sought admission nor
attended the free computer course.””Some of students though
sought admission under the scheme but never attended or par-
tially attended the computer course. However, the benefit in the
shape of full tuition fee was credited to the accounts of different
computer institutions. Furthermore, one of the institutes, in
order to increase the strength, managed the documents of ST
students of far-flung areas and filled scholarship forms on their
names.”

It further reads that some fake bank accounts were opened for
ST students without their consent and knowledge, as it was
mandatory to fill account number in the form for crediting main-
tenance allowance directly in the accounts of students.

“Even few institutes were not having proper accreditation with
NIELIT, but the fees were disbursed accordingly. By acting in
this manner, the officers of Directorate of Tribal Affairs
Department, by sheer abuse of their official positions and in
criminal conspiracy with owners of Institutes/beneficiaries, by
way of manipulating records as well as violating guidelines of
Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme, misappropriated huge amount
of Government funds worth crores during the year 2014 to 2018,
as a result of which a huge loss has been caused to the
Government exchequer. Further investigation in the case is
going on,” it added.

CM Omar calls for....

Singh, Secretary Planning, Development & Monitoring
Department, Talat Parvez, administrative secretaries of other
key departments including Social Welfare, Rural Development,
Health & Medical Education, and Director Planning.
Representatives from NITI Aayog, UNDP, and senior officers
from the Planning Department also participated. All Deputy
Commissioners and district officials joined the deliberations via
video conferencing.He cautioned against focusing solely on the
distant 2047 horizon, emphasizing the need to set medium- and
short-term benchmarks that allow for real-time performance
tracking and corrective action.

“While we are currently ranked second among Union
Territories, that comparison is limited given the nature of UTs.
What is more important — and encouraging — is our 10th place
rank nationally. That shows we're holding our ground, but we
must do better,” he remarked.Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
expressed gratitude to NITI Aayog and UNDP for their sus-
tained technical support. “We request our partners at NITI
Aayog to actively share best practices from across India that are
replicable in Jammu & Kashmir. We don’t need to reinvent the
wheel. If something works well in another state, let us adapt it
here. Likewise, if we are doing something commendable, let that
be shared nationally for wider benefit.”Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah emphasized also the need to preserve the current tem-
plates for performance measurement. “Once we have estab-
lished a template, we must not tinker with it. Changing the goal-
posts — be it benchmarks, data methodology — which other-
wise renders year-on-year comparisons meaningless. Let us
retain these standards for continuity, transparency, and account-
ability in governance,” he said.The Chief Minister reiterated the
importance of focused and data-backed governance.

18 civilians killed....

“Fourteen of our civilians lost their lives in Poonch, two in
Rajouri and one each in Uri (Baramulla district) and Jammu in
the indiscriminate Pakistani shelling,” he added flanked by
other members of his team.Sharma said that in addition, 1,500 to
2,000 structures - mostly residential houses - were damaged
along with heavy loss to livestock and the agriculture yield in
the border areas.”Operation Sindoor was the reaction of our
forces to the act of terror that left 26 persons, mostly tourists,
dead. The precise and targeted action brought Pakistan on its
knees, but the terror supporting country resorted to indiscrimi-
nate attacks on the residential areas on this side of the border,”
he added, reiterating the government’s resolve that Operation
Sindoor has only been suspended and any act of terror in future
would be considered as an act of war.Sharma, who is also the
general secretary of J&K BJP, said that his team visited all the
shelling-hit areas, including Hiranagar, Suchetgarh, Arnia, R S
Pura, Chamb, Planwala, Akhnoor, Rajouri, Nowshera, Poonch,
Mendhar and Surankote in Jammu region and Uri in Baramulla
and Tangdhar in Kupwara district of north Kashmir. “The 10-
day tour culminated the day before yesterday and was witness
to heavy damage to structures on the ground besides the loss of
lives and the livestock and injuries to many. Despite facing the
brunt of Pakistan shelling and incurring losses, we found the
border residents satisfied with the response of the Indian forces.
They were happy that Pakistan was brought on its knees,” he
added.Assuring proper rehabilitation of the shelling victims,
Sharma said the Home Ministry has already started the process
of providing more underground individual and community
bunkers to the border residents and the local administration has
already started the process for which the border residents
expressed their thanks to the government.

DGGI 4.0: Srinagar....

District Srinagar has demonstrated strong sectoral perform-
ance/ ranking; viz Ist in Industries & Allied Sectors, 2nd in
Public Infrastructure & Utilities and 3rd in Environmental
Management.The recognition underscores the District’s com-
mitment to efficient public service delivery, developmental
progress, and transparent governance.Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Srinagar, Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat while speaking
about the achievements described it a pride moment for
Srinagar district which has been attained through a collective
team effort. He also congratulated the officers for their tireless
work and urged them to work with added zeal and dedication
to retain the top ranks.Dr Bilal remarked this success as a result
of dedicated data compilation and coordinated execution across
the departments.Pertinent to mention that, the Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir released the 4th Edition of District Good
Governance Index (DGGI 4.0) for the year 2023-24 here today.
The Chief Minister has also congratulated the Deputy
Commissioners, applauding the continuous efforts made to
strengthen grassroots governance.In another landmark develop-
ment, for the first time, estimates of District Domestic Product
(DDP) were released by Chief Minister, Omar Abdulla in J&K
and Srinagar emerged as a key economic driver, ranking 2nd in
the J&K with a 14.53% contribution to the Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) at current prices for 2022-23.
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Lieutenant Governor addresses All J&K Jat Sabha in Jammu

Pakistan is on notice. If it resorts to any misadventure in future, our arm

TP NEWS:

Lieutenant Governor
Shri Manoj Sinha today
addressed the All J&K Jat
Sabha in Jammu.

In his address, the
Lieutenant Governor
highlighted the valour of
armed forces and reaf-
firmed the government's
resolve to completely rid
J&K of terrorism.

“Pakistan is on notice.
If it resorts to any misad-
venture in future, our
armed forces will make
sure to destroy this ter-
rorist state. I assure the
people that there will be
no discrimination
between armed terrorists
and their supporters and
sympathisers. Their
actions will be met with
similar punishment,” the

Lieutenant Governor
said.
The Lieutenant

Governor appealed to the

brave Jat Community
and all sections of society
to  strengthen  their
resolve and unite in the
fight against the divisive
forces threatening our
peace and social fabric.
In these challenging
times, your responsibility
to uphold national unity
is more crucial than ever,

he added.

“Jat community has a
rich legacy of valour,
courage, and sacrifice. A
significant population of
the Jat community
resides near our borders,
making them the coun-
try's first line of defence.
I am proud that your
devotion to the mother-

Yousmarg to be developed as next
Gulmarg: Speaker Legislative Assembly

TP NEWS:
Speaker, Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative

Assembly, Abdul Rahim
Rather, today said that
special focus will be laid
on developing the scenic
tourist destination
Yousmarg as the next
Gulmarg.

He made these
remarks while inaugu-
rating a newly con-
structed Primary Health
Centre (PHC) at Nagbal,
in Charar-i-Sharief
Constituency, built at an
estimated cost of Rs.
1.88 crore.Highlighting
the government’s vision,
the Speaker stated that
Yousmarg  will  be
equipped with all mod-
ern tourist facilities
including a gondola, all-
weather connectivity,
skiing and other recre-
ational and basic ameni-
ties. He emphasised that
this development of
Yousmarg will signifi-
cantly uplift the socio-
economic conditions of
the local population liv-
ing in kandi area.

Speaking on  the
importance of the health
sector, the Speaker
noted that the newly
inaugurated PHC will
provide essential med-
ical services to the resi-
dents of Nagbal and
adjoining Kandi areas.
He said that the build-
ing, completed at a cost
of Rs. 1.53 crore, will
require an additional Rs.
35 lakh for construction

of a boundary wall,
landscaping and devel-
opment of the approach
road.

The Speaker said that
the PHC is equipped to
offer ECG, dental care,
gynecology  services,
separate male and
female wards and minor
operation theatre facili-
ties. He inspected vari-
ous sections of the facili-
ty, including the general
wards, minor OT, dental
unit, immunization area
and took stock of avail-
ability of medicine at
pharmacy section.

He remarked that the
establishment of this
health centre will mini-
mize the need for resi-
dents to travel long dis-
tances to avail medical
services in Srinagar or
Charar-i-Sharief.

The Speaker also high-
lighted sanctioning of
other PHC buildings
across the constituency,

including, Kanir,
Tilsara, Nowpora,
Hushroo, Nilnag,

Bonen, Watkalu, as well
as the Sub-District
Hospitals at Charar-i-
Sharief, Pakherpora and
Nagam, all of which are

functional and catering
to local healthcare
needs.

“Work on PHC

Challein Chhotnar and
other health and educa-
tional projects will also
be expedited and dedi-
cated to the general pub-
lic soon,” he said.

The Speaker reiterated
that, alongside overall
infrastructure develop-
ment, particular atten-
tion will be given to
improving the health
and education sectors in
Charar-i-Sharief.”Under
the Aspirational Plan for
Surasyar and
Pakherpora, additional
funds shall be utilized
on improvement of
health and education
sectors,” Speaker said.

He further assured
that all pending devel-
opment projects includ-
ing macadamization of
all main and inner roads
in Charar-i-Sharief will
be completed on priority
and dedicated to the
public at the earliest.

During the visit, sev-
eral public delegations
met the Speaker and
presented their
demands and griev-
ances. He gave them a
patient hearing and
assured that all genuine
concerns will be taken
up with the concerned
authorities for prompt
redressal. Among others,
ADC Budgam Mehraj-
ud-Din  Shah, CEO
Yousmarg Development

Authority Bilal
Khurshid, SDM
Chadoora Primrose
Bashir, CMO Budgam,
Dr. Gulzar, Assistant
Director Health, Dr

Sabha and other senior
officers and officials
were also present on the
occasion.

land has deepened the
spirit of nationalism in
the society,” Lieutenant
Governor said.

The Lieutenant
Governor paid homage
to victims of Pahalgam
Terror Attack and those
killed due to unprovoked
shelling by Pakistan. He
said the Government of

TP NEWS:

Leader of Opposition
(LoP) Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi and Minister for
Jal Shakti, Forest,
Ecology & Environment
and Tribal Affairs, Javed
Ahmed Rana, today vis-
ited Poonch where they

met the residents affect-
ed by cross border
shelling recently.

They conducted door-
to-door visits to several
homes damaged during
the shelling, assessing
the situation on ground.

They interacted with
the victims of the
shelling and expressed
solidarity with them.
They visited Gurdawara
Singh Sabha, Jamia Zia
Ul Uloom, Sanatan
Dharam Sabha, Christ
High School besides
meeting with the affected
families in their homes.

The two leaders met
varied sections of the
society and inspected the

India is committed to
proper rehabilitation of
the affected families.

The Lieutenant
Governor, in his address,
further called for recog-
nising the threat from
divisive elements who
are trying to divide the
society.

“We must celebrate
our diversity and foster
unity to defeat the
Adversary’s  nefarious
designs. Our brave
Armed  Forces have
scripted a new saga of
valor with 'Operation
Sindoor." It is now our
sacred task to transform
the vision of a United
and Viksit Bharat into
reality and pay a fitting
tribute to our bravehearts
who cherished the dream
of a powerful nation,”

the Lieutenant
Governor said.
The Lieutenant

extent of damage to
homes and other infra-
structural establish-
ments.Poonch, among
other border areas has
borne the brunt of the
shelling, resulting in the
loss of innocent civilian
lives and significant
damage to homes and
infrastructure.

Expressing solidarity
with the bereaved fami-
lies, Rana said that the
locals have suffered
immense pain and loss
and we need to join
hands and make a real
difference in their lives.

“Our government led
by Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah is committed to
reach all those house-
holds that have suffered
losses. We are duty
bound to provide relief
to them to help them
rebuild their lives,” he
said.

The government had
announced an ex-gratia

ed forces will make sure to destroy this terrorist state: LG Sinha

Governor expressed his
gratitude to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi and the
Hon’ble Home Minister
Shri Amit Shah, for ush-
ering in an era of equality
in Jammu and Kashmir,
and empowering mar-
ginalized communities.

He also reiterated his
commitment to the wel-
fare and prosperity of the
Jat community.

Shri Vikram
Randhawa, Member of
Legislative ~ Assembly
from Bahu constituency;
Shri Sukhnandan
Choudhary, former
Minister; Shri Manjit
Singh, President, All J&K
Jat Sabha; Shri Taranjit
Singh Tony, and other
members of J&K Jat

Sabha, prominent citi-
zens, and people from
different walks of life
were present.

Rahul Gandhi, Javed Rana visit
shelling affected families in Poonch

relief of Rs 10 lakh for the
families of those killed in
the Pakistan shelling.

The two leaders also
assessed the extent of
damage caused by the
shelling and assured the
people of prioritising
restoration work.

They emphasized the
need for immediate
action to address the
humanitarian needs of
those affected by the
shelling.

Javed Rana had, earli-
er, conducted an exten-
sive tour of the border
areas wherein he had
instructed the officers to
engage closely with the
victim  families and
extend all possible sup-
port to them. He had
directed that compensa-
tion to the affected peo-
ple should be processed
expeditiously, ensuring
that they receive the nec-
essary  assistance  to
rebuild their lives.
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CM Omar Abdullah asks JKSSB to fast-track

recruitment process, reviews fun

TP NEWS:

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah today chaired a
high-level meeting to review
the functioning of the Jammu
& Kashmir Services Selection
Board (JKSSB), stressing the
need to remove bottlenecks
and ensuring time-bound and
transparent recruitment
process.

The meeting was attended
by Advisor to the Chief
Minister Nasir Aslam Wani,
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
Additional Chief Secretary to

the Chief Minister Dheeraj Cooperatives — Department,

Gupta, Principal Secretary Secretary Law, Chairperson ment activities
Finance, Commissioner JKSSB and other senior

Secretary General officers.

Administration Department, Chairperson JKSSB Indu

Commissioner Secretary Kanwal Chib presented a com-

ment-wise details of posts that
have been advertised, are
under examination, and are in

Leverage VVP to transform the lives and
livelihoods in border villages: Dulloo

TP NEWS:
Chief Secretary Atal

Dulloo today held a
detailed meeting of the
concerned to take the
assessment of the pre-
paredness of the adminis-
tration for implementa-
tion of the centrally spon-
sored Vibrant Villages
Programme Phase-II here
in the identified border
villages of the UT.

The meeting besides
Secretary, PD&MD was
attended by the con-
cerned Deputy
Commissioners and other
concerned officers of the
Department. The pro-
gramme, spearheaded by
the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of
India, aims to bring sus-
tainable  development,
security integration, and
socio-economic vibrancy
to strategically significant
border villages across
India, including 124 vil-
lages in J&K.In his
remarks  the  Chief
Secretary impressed upon
the Planning Department
to leverage this pro-
gramme for transforming
the lives and livelihoods
of these border inhabi-
tants in line with the
vision of the Prime
Minister of the country.

Dulloo also called for
laying focus on the imple-
mentation of the pro-

gramme by designating
the Village wise nodal
officers especially the
SDMs of these areas for
their smooth and effective
implementation on
ground. He called on
them to assess the capaci-
ty of each village and uti-
lize the schemes like
HADP, Mission YUVA,
Daksh Kisan, JKRLM etc
to make these villages a
model in agriculture, hor-
ticulture, skilling, tourism
as per their innate
strengths.

The Chief Secretary also
directed the concerned
Deputy Commissioners to
take immediate actions to
complete service and
infrastructure gap analy-
ses in close coordination
with BGFs. He also
emphasised upon expe-
diting  formation  of
District and UT-level
committees for submit-
ting the first batch of
Village Action Plans to
MHA within stipulated
timeframe.He further
stressed the importance of
community engagement,
inter-agency convergence,
and the role of youth and
local institutions in mak-
ing this programme a suc-
cess.

The Secretary, PD&MD,
Talat Parvez Rohella
while throwing light on
different aspects of this

programme gave out that
a total of 124 border vil-
lages across 43 border
blocks in eight districts of
J&K including Jammu,
Samba, Kathua, Rajouri,
Poonch, Bandipora,
Baramulla, and Kupwara
have been selected for
development.
Additionally, four more
vulnerable villages in
Poonch district have been
recommended for inclu-
sion due to displacements
from cross-border
shelling.

He further elaborated
that the key objectives
and outcomes of this pro-
gramme  encompasses
bringing the cultural
vibrancy in these villages
along with supporting the
inhabitants to better their
lives and livelihoods
through  infrastructure
upgradation and liveli-
hood generation across
these villages.

It was also made out
that VVP-II aims at pro-
moting cultural integra-
tion and foster a sense of
belonging through com-
munity-led development
and is 100% centrally
funded to be implement-
ed over the next five years
(2024-29) in convergence
mode.The Prime compo-
nents, as defined in the
meeting, constitutes infra-
structure development by
leveraging PMGSY-1V for
all-weather roads, Digital
Bharat Nidhi for telecom
expansion, RDSS for rural
electrification, and BIND
Scheme to ensure TV and
media accessWith respect
to livelihood and econom-
ic growthSHG-based
value chain development,
cooperatives, and rural
tourism is focussed upon.

the final stages of selection.

She highlighted the progress
made as well as pending chal-
lenges across departments.

It was informed that several
posts remain unadvertised
due to delay in submitting of
indent by departments and in
some cases requiring revision
of recruitment rules to reflect
current job requirements.

The Board has proposed that
all future recruitment exami-
nations shall be conducted
under CCTV surveillance to
ensure fairness and trans-

ctioning of the Board

the Board to expedite the
selection process and address
all procedural bottlenecks.

He also called for improving
the facilities in Service
Selection Board and strength-
ening the Board’s legal and
administrative frameworks.

Emphasizing the govern-
ment’s commitment to trans-
parent governance, the Chief
Minister said that Government
would do everything possible
to ensure fair and transparent
recruitment process and to
improve efficiency across all

prehensive report on recruit-

since 2019, including depart-

parency.
undertaken

ment, where

The meeting also reviewed
the status of Class IV recruit-
delays
flagged as a major concern.

The Chief Minister directed

departments to enhance public
trust, institutional efficiency
and to fill up vacant posts
which would also result in giv-
ing jobs to the qualified youth
of J&K.

were

Election Commission of India
introduces 18 New Initiatives for
Enhanced Electoral Process

TP NEWS:

The Election Commission of India (ECI)
today announced a comprehensive set of
18 new initiatives aimed at strengthening
the electoral process, improving voter
experience, and fostering greater trans-
parency and efficiency. These reforms
span across key areas including electors,
political parties, procedural reforms, legal
frameworks, and election staff develop-
ment.

A. Enhancing Electors' Experience:

Voter Limit per Polling Station: To
ensure a smoother voting experience and
manage crowds effectively, the maximum
number of voters at a polling station has
been restricted to 1200.

. Increased Polling Access:
Additional polling booths will be set up in
high-rises and large colonies to enhance
accessibility for voters.

: Streamlined Electoral Roll
Updation: For more accurate and timely
electoral roll updation, the ECI will now
directly obtain death registration data
from the RGI (Registrar General of India)
database, with updates following due ver-
ification.

Voter Information Slip Revamp:
Voter Information Slips will be made more
elector-friendly, with the serial number
and part number of the voter prominently
displayed for ease of identification.

B. Engaging with Political Parties:

Pan-India All-Party Meetings: The
ECI has successfully conducted 4,719 pan-
India all-party meetings at the CEO, DEO,
and ERO levels, with over 28,000 represen-
tatives of political parties participating,
fostering dialogue and collaboration.

High-Level Consultations: The
Election Commission held direct meetings
with the heads of prominent National and
State political parties, including AAP, BJP,
BSP, CPI(M), and NPP, to address key
electoral issues.

Capacity Building for Booth Level
Agents: Capacity building programs for
Booth Level Agents (BLAs) of political par-
ties have been initiated at the India
International Institute of Democracy and
Election Management (IIIDEM) in Bihar,
Tamil Nadu, and Puducherry.

C. Driving Procedural Reforms:

Integrated Dashboard - ECINET: A
significant step towards digitalization, the
ECI has introduced a new Integrated
Dashboard - ECINET. This aims to pro-
vide all services for all stakeholders at a
single point, effectively replacing over 40
separate applications and websites with a
single, comprehensive platform.

Unique EPIC Numbers: The long-
standing issue of duplicate EPIC (Elector
Photo Identity Card) numbers has been
resolved, with a new mechanism for
unique EPIC numbers now in place.

D. Strengthening Legal Frameworks:

Stakeholder-Centric Training: The
ECI has identified 28 key stakeholders in
the electoral process, including electors,
election officials, political parties, and can-
didates. Based on the Representation of the
People Act 1950, 1951, Registration of
Electors Rules 1960, Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961, and ECI instructions, training
presentations are being prepared for each
of these stakeholders to ensure compre-
hensive understanding of their roles and
responsibilities.

E. Empowering Election Staff:

Standard Photo ID for BLOs: Booth
Level Officers (BLOs) will now be provid-
ed with a standard photo ID card, enhanc-
ing their official recognition.

. Extensive Capacity Building at ITI-
DEM: IIDEM, New Delhi, is spearheading
extensive capacity building programs.
Over 3000 Booth Level Supervisors have
already been trained, with plans to train
over 1 lakh BLO Supervisors in the coming
years.

Orientation for SMNOs & MNOs:
Orientation ~ programs  for  Senior
Management Nodal Officers (SMNOs)
and Management Nodal Officers (MNOs)
from CEO offices of all 36 States/ UTs have
been conducted at IIDEM.

Police Training: Training has also
been conducted for Police Officers from
Bihar at IIIDEM, ensuring better coordina-
tion and understanding of election proto-
cols.

F. Enhancing ECI's Internal Operations:

Biometric Attendance: The ECI has
implemented biometric attendance for its
staff, promoting greater accountability and
efficiency.
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Sadhotra calls on CM, hails J&K Govt’s swift
response to s1tuat10n durlng Op Sindoor

TP NEWS:

National
Additional
Secretary and Former
Minister Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra today called on
Chief Minister ~ Omar
Abdullah in Srinagar and
hailed the response of the
Jammu and Kashmir
Government in handling
the situation during
Operation Sindoor in
terms of reaching out to
the people in general and
the border dwellers in
particular.

Sadhotra referred to
the recent shelling from
across the border and
grave losses suffered by
the people residing in
border  districts  like
Poonch, Rajouri, Jammu,
Samba, Kathua districts
besides Kupwara, Uri,
Tangdhar in the Valley,
leaving the life complete-
ly shattered.

He called for immedi-
ate completion of the sur-
vey and liberal compen-
sation packages for fami-
lies who have lost their

Conference
General

homes, livestock, and
sources of livelihood, and
urged the Chief Minister
to support the rebuilding
of damaged homes and
revival of local business-
es.

He said the personal
reach out of the Chief
Minister to affected fami-
lies have instilled a sense
of confidence among
them and rekindled hope
about their early rehabili-
tation.

Dismantle terror ecosystem,
make fool proof arrangements
for Amarnath Yatra: DGP
Prabhat tells officers

TP NEWS:
Director General of
Police  (DGP)  Nalin

Prabhat-IPS on Saturday
directed the officers to
intensify their efforts to
dismantle the terror
ecosystem and make fool-
proof security arrange-
ments for the upcoming
38-day Amarnath Yatra,
slated to commence on
July 3. According to the
details available with the
news agency DGP Prabhat
chaired a joint meeting
with officers from the
Police, CRPF, ITBP, Traffic
Police, Railways, and vari-
ous security and intelli-
gence agencies at Police
Control Room Kashmir to
review the overall security
arrangements for the
upcoming Amarnath
Yatra-2025.

The  meeting was
attended by Special DGP
Coordination J&K S.J.M.
Gillani-IPS, ADGP Hqrs
J&K MXK. Sinha-IPS,
ADGP CID J&K Nitish
Kumar-IPS, IGsP  of
Kashmir & Jammu Zones,
IG BSF Kashmir, IGP POS
J&K, IG CRPF KOS, IG
CRPF Srinagar, IGP Traffic
J&K, IGP Railways J&K,
IGP Security J&K, DIsG of
CKR, SKR, SSB Srinagar,

IRP Kashmir, Armed
Kashmir, Personnel HQ &
ITBP, SSsP of PCR
Kashmir, Anantnag,
Kulgam, Ganderbal &
APCR, and other senior
officers.

The DGP stressed on the
importance of proactive
measures in mitigating
risks and ensuring the
safety and security of the
Amarnath pilgrims, said
an official. He said the
DGP issued directions for
implementing the
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) and
also emphasized the
importance of proactive
measures in mitigating
risks and ensuring the
safety and security of the
yatris. He also directed the
field officers to intensify
their efforts to dismantle
the terror ecosystem.The
DGP instructed the offi-
cers to bolster security
measures and mitigate
potential risks by deploy-
ing anti-sabotage teams
along the yatra routes. He
also directed the officers to
enhance surveillance and
threat detection capabili-
ties by utilizing advanced
technologies and real-time
monitoring of both pil-
grimage routes.

Sadhotra also lauded
the bold and timely stand
of the Chief Minister on
the suspension of the
Indus  Water  Treaty
(IWT), expressing hope
that the move will bring
significant and lasting
benefits to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir.
Sadhotra hoped that the
suspension of the IWT
will open up new
avenues in Jammu and
Kashmir for harnessing

its rich water resources,
especially the Chenab
River.

He emphasized the
urgent need to utilize the
Chenab waters to aug-
ment drinking water sup-
ply schemes in Jammu,
where people have been
grappling with acute
water shortages due to
prolonged summer heat-
waves and inadequate
water resources.He also
underlined the strategic

importance of projects
like the Tulbul
Navigation Lock in
Sopore, which could be
pivotal in enhancing
waterway transport and
irrigation in the
region.Highlighting the
potential of Jammu and
Kashmir as a Hydel
Power hub, Mr. Sadhotra
pointed out that the run-
of-the-river waters can be
efficiently  channelled
through existing and
future hydropower proj-
ects, offering a major
boost to the power sector.

Sadhotra hoped the
administration under the
visionary Chief Minister
will expedite steps to uti-
lize the suspension of the
IWT to build long-term
infrastructure for water
security, energy genera-
tion, and regional devel-
opment.

The people are over-
whelmed  with  the
response of the Jammu
and Kashmir government
on this issue of immense
importance, he added.

Sadhotra urged the Chief
Minister for addressing
the burgeoning unem-
ployment, which has
accumulated during the
past ten years. He said the
instructions to recruit-
ment bodies for expedit-
ing the recruitment
process will go a long
way in mitigating the
concerns of the unem-
ployed youth.

He also sought 70 per
cent reservation for locals
in various projects and
industrial ~units with
thrust on crash training
for the skilled and
unskilled workforce
engaged there. The Chief
Minister reiterated the
government’s commit-
ment to harnessing
Jammu and Kashmir’s
huge resources for the
collective welfare of its
people. He assured that
both short-term relief and
long-term development
projects are being
planned with a focus on
sustainability and inclu-
sive growth.

India takes over Japan to become the
fourth-largest economy NITI Aayog CEO

Fﬁ;ﬁ PP AL IR

TP NEWS:

India has become the
fourth largest economy in
the world, overtaking
Japan, NITI Aayog CEO
BVR Subrahmanyam has
said.

Subrahmanyam  said
the overall geopolitical
and economic environ-
ment is favourable to
India. “We are the fourth
largest economy as I
speak. We are a USD 4
trillion economy as I

speak,” he said.Citing
IMF data,
Subrahmanyam said

India today is larger than
Japan. Till 2024, India was
the fifth-largest economy
in the world.

“Itis only the US, China
and Germany which are
larger than India, and if
we stick to what is being
planned and what is
being thought through, in
2.5-3 years, we will be the

third largest economy,”
Subrahmanyam said.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF), in
its  World Economic
Outlook (WEO) report
released in April had said
that India is expected to
be the fourth largest econ-
omy in the world with a
GDP of USD 4.19 trillion
in 2025, ahead of Japan.

India’s nominal GDP
for 2025 (FY26) is expect-
ed to be USD 4.187 billion
marginally more than the
likely GDP of Japan
which is estimated at
USD 4.187 billion, the
IMF had said.

According to IMF data,
India’s per capita income
has doubled from USD
1,438 in 2013-14 to USD
2,880 in 2025.

The IMF in its WEO
report also said the Indian
economy is projected to
grow at 6.2 per cent in

2025-26, slower than earli-
er estimated rate of 6.5
per cent, due to escalated
trade tensions and global
uncertainty.

“For India, the growth
outlook is relatively more
stable at 6.2 per cent in
2025, supported by pri-
vate consumption, partic-
ularly in rural areas,” the
IMF had said.

According to  the
report, the global growth
is projected at 2.8 per cent
in 2025, lower by 0.5 per-
centage points estimated
earlier. In 2026, the global
economy is estimated to
grow at 3 per cent.

NITI Aayog approach
paper titled “Viksit Rajya
For Viksit Bharat @ 2047'
said from being consid-
ered a part of the ‘fragile
five’ economies of the
world, India rose to
become the top five
economies of the world in

just a decade.

The World  Bank
defines high-income
countries as those whose
annual per capita income
is more than USD 14,005
(2024- 25). India has the
potential and aims to be a
high-income country by
2047. The approach paper
said a Viksit Bharat @
2047 will be a USD 30 tril-
lion economy.

“It will have all the
attributes of a developed
country with a per capita
income that is compara-
ble to the high-income
countries of the world
today,; the paper said.

According to the paper,
in order to achieve the
goal of a Viksit Bharat by
2047, an overall frame-
work for strategic inter-
ventions and reforms
based on six key building
blocks, with a total of 26
themes covered across all
the building blocks have
been identified.

The six key building

blocks  are: Macro-
Economic Goals and
Strategy;  Empowered

Citizens; A Thriving and
Sustainable  Economy;
Technology and
Innovation Leadership; A
Global Leader, Vishwa
Bandhu; Enabling factors
— Governance, Security
and Justice delivery.
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Operation Sindoor ignored, Pakistan not
blamed: Sunil Sharma targets NC resolutions

TP NEWS:

Sunil Sharma, Leader of
Opposition in the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly,
expressed his deep con-
cern over the recent reso-
lutions passed by the
National Conference
(NC) during its Executive
Meeting. Sharma criti-
cized the party for delib-
erately ignoring the mon-
umental  success  of
Operation Sindoor, a
landmark counter-terror-
ist military operation con-
ducted by the Indian
forces, which has received
global acclaim.

Sharma said Operation
Sindoor has not only
boosted India's counter-
terrorism credentials but
has also showcased the
unmatched professional-
ism, valour, and strategic
precision of the Indian
armed forces. "It is disap-
pointing that in all the
seven resolutions passed
by the National
Conference, there is not a
single word of recogni-

tion or appreciation for
the Indian forces who put
their lives at risk for the
unity and integrity of the
nation," he said.

The senior BJP leader

emphasized that
Operation Sindoor was a
well-coordinated ~ and
meticulously  executed
mission that inflicted
heavy damage on terror
camps across the border,
including inside Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied
Jammu &  Kashmir
(PoJK). “The bravery of
our forces is unmatched.
Their dedication to safe-
guarding the sovereignty
of India deserves nothing

but the highest honor and
recognition,” Sharma
stated.

He further slammed the
NC for including a resolu-
tion advocating Indo-Pak
talks, calling it "beyond
the scope" of a state party.
Sharma reminded the NC
leadership that matters
related to international
diplomacy fall strictly
within the ambit of the
Union Government and
the Ministry of External
Affairs. “By making such
suggestions, the National
Conference is overstep-
ping its constitutional
boundaries and confusing
the people with unrealis-
tic  expectations,” he
asserted.

Sharma also expressed
his strong disapproval of
the NC's continued insis-
tence on discussing the
special status of Jammu
and Kashmir, referring to
Articles 370 and 35A. He
pointed out that the
Supreme Court of India
has already delivered a

decisive judgment on the
issue, upholding the con-
stitutional validity of
their abrogation. “Talking
about Article 370 now is
nothing but a futile exer-
cise. It's part of history
and has no place in con-
temporary political dis-
course. The NC is only
trying to keep people in
the dark by repeatedly
raising this irrelevant
issue,” he said.

On the NC’s demand
for restoration of state-
hood, Sharma termed it
“untimely” and “politi-
cally motivated,” arguing
that the party should
focus instead on ground
realities. He mentioned
that the Prime Minister
and the Union Home
Minister have already
assured on the matter. He
urged NC leaders to visit
Pakistan-shelling affected
areas such as Arnia,
Hiranagar, Suchetgarh,
RS Pura, Chamb,
Akhnoor, Rajouri,

Poonch, Uri, and

Jitendra Singh praises PM Modi as first Cherry
Cargo Train set to roll from J&K to Mumbai

|
TP NEWS:
With the first cargo
train carrying 24 tons of
cherry ready to roll from
Jammu and Kashmir to
Mumbai next month,
Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Sunday appre-
ciated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for per-
sonally overseeing the
completion of the rail-
way track connecting
Kashmir with the rest of
the countryModi was
supposed to inaugurate
the direct train service
from Katra in Jammu to
Srinagar  early this
month, but the function
was put on hold due to
inclement weather.
However, the newly
created Jammu railway
division has got its first
VP indent, a request for
allocation of a full parcel
van for the shipment of
goods, registered from

Katra railway station to

Bandra
June 3.
Senior

(Mumbai) for

Divisional
Commercial Manager,
Northern Railway,
Jammu, Uchit Singhal,
had earlier said that the
effort undertaken after
extensive consultations
with the Jammu and
Kashmir Horticulture
Department and fruit
grower associations is a
welcome initiative if
goes off successfully as it
will offload the road
traffic burden and will
enable perishable goods
like cherries reach its
intended markets with
minimal damage or
deterioration in quality.

He said that 24 tons of
cargo will be moved in a
VP attached to a goods
train from Katra station
to Bandra station in
Mumbai. The cargo will

reach its destination in
30 hours.

“It will be a win-win
situation for both the
railways and fruit grow-
ers and in turn the econ-
omy of J-K region,”
added Singhal.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, the minister of
state in the PMO said the
work on Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail
Link (USBRL) project,
sanctioned in 1994-95,
was almost stopped
given the challenging
topography and the cost
escalation when Modi
took over as the prime
minister in 2014.

“The alignment was
reestablished and the
result is that a railway
track was successfully
laid to connect Kashmir
with the rest of the coun-
try today. It also saw the
construction  of  the
world’s highest railway
bridge (Chenab
bridge),” Singh told
reporters on the side-
lines of a function here.

He said before the
launch of the cargo train
to transport cherry from
Jammu and Kashmir to
Mumbai, a train carrying
soldiers from Delhi to
Kashmir was also run on
the track recently.The
Modi-led government

took several important
decisions to ensure that
the rail link to Kashmir
is completed.

First, a division has
been established in
Jammu, while work on
Udhampur and Jammu

railway  stations is
underway to develop
them as major stations
along with Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra sta-
tion.

Two Vande Bharat

trains will be launched
from Katra to Kashmir
before the service shifts
to Jammu once the sta-
tion is ready later this
year, he said.
Meanwhile, the minister
expressed hope about
revival of tourism,
which suffered a major
setback following the
brutal terrorist attack in
Pahalgam that left 26
persons, mostly tourists,
dead on April 22.

“After the Pahalgam
attack, the number of
devotees visiting Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine also
recorded a decline. But I
am happy to see the
number of people visit-
ing the shrine has
increased again. So grad-
ually, people will start
coming back once they
have faith in you,” he
said.

Tangdhar. “It's shameful
that the resolutions do not
even mention the hard-
ships of those living
under constant threat
from across the border.
Where is the demand for
compensation or relief for
these people?” he asked.

In conclusion, Sunil
Sharma condemned the
NC for not holding
Pakistan accountable in
its resolutions for the
recent killing of 26 inno-
cent tourists in Pahalgam.
“By ignoring Pakistan’s

role in terrorism, the NC
has shown where its pri-
orities lie. It is dishearten-
ing and irresponsible for
any political party to
overlook such grave mat-
ters,” he said.

Sunil Sharma called on
the NC to act responsibly
and work towards nation-
al unity, security, and the
welfare of the people,
especially those directly
affected by cross-border
hostilities instead of crav-
ing for their protocols by
demanding statehood.

[
TP NEWS:
J&K BJP President Sat
Sharma chaired an
important organization-
al meeting at the BJP
office in Srinagar. He
was accompanied by BJP
National Secretary and
MLA Dr. Narinder
Singh, as well as J&K
BJP General Secretary

and MLA Dr. DX
Manyal.
District President

Sheikh Salman, DDC Er.
Aizaz, and other senior
leaders from Srinagar
Constituency were pres-
ent in the meeting. The
primary agenda of the
meeting was to mobilize
the party cadre to help
the Pakistan shelling
affected people and also
to assess the current
organizational structure,
review on-ground activ-
ities, and formulate a
strategic roadmap to
enhance party outreach
and public engagement
in the region.

While addressing the
meeting, Sat Sharma
motivated the party
leaders to reach out con-
sistently to the shelling
affected families and
stand with them in their
adverse time. He also
emphasized the impor-
tance of grassroots-level
connectivity and urged
party workers to engage

Sat Sharma asks party
cadre in Kashmir to

connect with masses along
with welfare measures for

closely with the people.
He highlighted the BJP’s|
commitment to inclusive|

development,  peace,
and progress in the
region along with the|
welfare measures and
stressed the need for
sustained efforts in
spreading the party’s|
message of good gover-|
nance and national inte-
gration.

Dr. Narinder Singh, in|
his remarks, commend-
ed the dedication of BJP

workers in Kashmir|
despite various chal
lenges. He  shared

insights from the central|
leadership and encour-|
aged party cadres to|
remain focused on pub-
lic service, especially in|
the areas of education,
youth empowerment,
along  with much
needed welfare activi-
ties at this time.

Dr. D.K. Manyal also
addressed the meeting
and laid emphasis on|
strengthening the booth-|
level organization. He
pointed out that the suc-|
cess of any politicall
party lies in the strength,
of its base and called
upon party leaders to|
hold public outreach
programmes along with|
the regular meetings, to|
ensure party connectivi-
ty and responsiveness.
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BSF foiled infiltration bid of nearly 50 terrorists
in Samba during ‘Operation Sindoor’: DIG Mand

TP NEWS:

The Border Security
Force (BSF) foiled an infil-
tration bid of nearly 50
terrorists during
“Operation Sindoor” on
May 8, a top official of the
paramilitary force said on
Wednesday.

Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of the BSF,
SS Mand, according to the
news agency said, “On
May 8 a major infiltration
attempt involving 45-50
heavily armed terrorists
was thwarted by the alert
BSF personnel in Samba
district.”

He said, “The group,
attempting to sneak into
Indian territory under the
cover of ceasefire viola-
tions, was met with a
fierce counter-offensive.

BSF retaliated with heavy
mortar fire, neutralizing
enemy positions and forc-
ing the infiltrators to
retreat.”“We had prior
intelligence that a large
group was attempting
infiltration. Our alert
troops identified them
early, and within 1.5
hours of engagement, the
group was repelled with
heavy losses. Our forces
responded with precision
and intensity, degrading
their bunkers and sup-
pressing their firepower,”
DIG Mand said.

He said that in a deci-
sive and calibrated mili-
tary operation, the BSF
destroyed multiple ter-
rorist hideouts in
Pakistan’s Sialkot sector
along the India-Pakistan

International Border dur-
ing Operation Sindoor,
launched in response to
the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack, which left 26
civilians, mostly tourists
dead. “Even two weeks
after  the  operation,
Pakistani Rangers have
reportedly  abandoned
their posts along the
international border, sig-
naling the extent of dam-
age and demoralization
inflicted by  Indian
forces,” he added.

DIG Mand praised the
high morale and pre-
paredness of BSF troops,
emphasizing the leader-
ship of officers on the
frontline. He also high-
lighted the commendable
performance of women
soldiers, who operated

shoulder to shoulder with
their male counterparts
during the high-stakes
confrontation. “We are
truly proud of our women
troops,” he said.

Following the setbacks
during “Operation
Sindoor,” Pakistan resort-
ed to drone warfare,
attempting to target civil-
ian and military installa-
tions in Jammu.

However, India’s air
defense systems and BSF's
anti-drone units success-
fully intercepted these
drone incursions. On May
9, Pakistan initiated
unprovoked firing along
the IB and launched
drones aimed at BSF
camps and border villages,
but all such attempts were
neutralized.

Div Com Jammu reviews arrangements

TP NEWS:

for Mela Kheer Bhawanl 2025
W

Divisional Commissioner Jammu
Ramesh Kumar, today chaired a
meeting to review the arrange-
ments for smooth conduct of annu-
al Mela Kheer Bhawani Mela
flagged off from Jammu.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioners of Jammu,
Ramban, Udhampur,
Commissioner JMC, Relief and
Rehab Commissioner(M) J&K, SSP
Jammu, SSP Security, SSP Traffic,
HODs and senior officials of
JKSRTC, Tourism, Health, NHAI ,
Joint Director Information, commu-
nity leaders and other concerned.

During the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner held
threadbare discussion on different
arrangements to be ensured by con-
cerned departments. The JKRTC
was directed for arranging buses
and coordinating the Journey.

The Deputy Commissioner

Jammu was directed to deploy a
Magistrate to oversee the arrange-
ments here, while Tourism depart-
ment was asked to install tents for

the  devotees.The  Divisional
Commissioner further directed for
deploying Fire tender at the Venue
and Ambulance and health staff for
the journey. Jammu Municipal
Corporation was asked to provide
water tankers and Mobile toilets,

while ensuring sanitation at the
venue.Deputy Commissioner
Ramban was asked to make proper
arrangements at Chanderkote,
where the convoy of pilgrims will
halt.The Divisional Commissioner
impressed on community leaders
and directed the officers deployed
for the flagging off of Annual Meal
Kheer Bhawani for timely com-
mencing of the Annual pilgrimage.

Kavinder leads ”Tiranga Rally” in Trikuta Nagar
to honour security forces valour in OP Sindoor

TP NEWS:

Senior BJP leader and
former Deputy Chief
Minister Mr. Kavinder
Gupta today led a spirit-
ed "Tiranga Rally" in the
Trikuta Nagar area to pay
tribute to the indomitable
courage and commitment
of India’s security forces
for the successful execu-
tion of Operation Sindoor
deep inside Pakistan.

Speaking at the event,
Kavinder Gupta said,
“Our brave soldiers have
once again proven that
the sovereignty and secu-
rity of our nation remain
non-negotiable.

Operation Sindoor has

not only showcased the
operational excellence of
our forces but also sent a
strong message that India
will act decisively when
provoked.

This rally is our way of
saluting their unparal-
leled courage and selfless
service.”

He further stated that
the entire country stands
united with its armed
forces, and the patriotic
fervour witnessed today
at the rally reflects the
people's deep-rooted love
and respect for national
security and unity.

Among those who par-
ticipated in the Tiranga

Rally included Surinder
Mohan, Ajay Gupta,
Rekha Mahajan, Lucky
Puri, Rohit Mahajan,
Nayan Gupta, Prerna
Nanda, Indu Puri,
Monika Khosha, Neena
Gupta, Divya Jain, Kapil
Khurana, Bharat Sharma,
Vishal Mahajan, and BD
Gupta.

Later, Kavinder Gupta,
along with party workers
and prominent citizens
from the Gandhi Nagar
constituency, gathered to
listen to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Mann
Ki Baat broadcast.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, he emphasized the

significance of PM Modi’s
clarion call for
“Vocal for Local” and pro-
moting Made in India
products. He urged peo-
ple to take inspiration
from the Prime Minister’s
words and actively con-
tribute to nation-building
through economic self-
reliance.

“The road to a stronger
India begins with
empowering our local
artisans, entrepreneurs,
and manufacturers.
When we choose Indian-
made  products, we
strengthen our economy,
create jobs, and boost
national pride,” he said.

Two held with 1.2 kg
charas in Jammu

TP NEWS:

Two alleged drug peddlers, including a resident of
Punjab, were arrested along with 1.2 kg charas here, an
official of Anti-Narcotics Task Force (ANTF) said on
Sunday.

Akshay Dogra of Jammu’s Bohri area and Arun
Manhas of Punjab’s Pathankot were moving in a pri-
vate vehicle when they were intercepted by a team of
ANTF, Jammu and Kashmir Police, near Parmandal
Morh late Saturday, leading to the recovery of the nar-
cotic substance, he said.The official said that both the
accused were arrested and booked under various sec-
tions of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act for further investigation to
expose their backward and forward links.

The ANTF appealed to the general public to come
forward regarding any information related to drugs so
that this menace could be uprooted completely from
the society and the young generation could be saved
from it, he added.

J&K ACB files
disproportionate assets
case against public

servant in Srinagar

TP NEWS:

Jammu and Kashmir Anti Corruption Bureau regis-
tered a case against an official posted in Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar’s office for possession of assets
disproportionate to his known sources of income.

According to a statement, issued to news agency a
discreet verification conducted by the Bureau into the
financial transactions and asset holdings revealed that
public servant Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat has accumulated
assets grossly disproportionate to his known and legit-
imate sources of income.

“The assets identified during the verification include
a residential house at Firdousabad, Batamaloo, con-
structed on land measuring 11 marlas, an additional
structure with appurtenant land measuring 6.5 marlas,
land measuring 10 marlas and 13 marlas at Mouza
Nowgam, and movable assets including luxury vehi-
cles, including a Toyota Fortuner, Maruti Wagon-R,
and Renault Duster,” reads the statement.

It reads that the verification also brought to light
substantial expenditures incurred on the higher educa-
tion of his children.

OVERNNENT g,
CQRRUPTION B EA gl

“Scrutiny of various bank accounts revealed multi-
ple suspicious transactions and unexplained cash
deposits. Imtiyqz and his family members were found
operating several bank lockers in J&K Bank, and were
in possession of multiple immovable properties of con-
siderable value. The public servant was also found to
be maintaining a lifestyle that is inconsistent with his
declared income,” it added.

It reads that a formal case bearing FIR No. 09/2025
has been registered against Imtiyaz Ahmad Bhat at
Police Station Anti-Corruption Bureau, Srinagar,
under Section 13(1)(b) read with Section 13(2) for crim-
inal misconduct.

“Following the registration of the FIR, search war-
rants were obtained from the competent Court and
simultaneous search operations were carried out at the
residential and other premises of the accused. The
searches were conducted by ACB teams in the pres-
ence of Executive Magistrates and were facilitated by
the local police and other agencies”, it reads.

It further reads that during the course of these
searches, incriminating documents and evidence per-
taining to both movable and immovable assets were
recovered, while further investigation is underway
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Heat crisis deepens as
summer peaks early

HE unprecedented heat has gripped the
I capital and the worst part — the monsoon

is still weeks away

Delhi is in a heat emergency. The threat is not
just what the thermometer shows — it’s in the
air we breathe, the infrastructure we rely on,
and the fragile lives caught in between. Delhi
finds itself teetering on the edge of a climate
emergency. With daytime temperatures already
breaching unbearable levels and heat indices —
the “feels like” temperature — soaring towards
a blistering 50°C, the capital is caught in an esca-
lating crisis. A new report by the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW)), titled
“How Extreme Heat is Impacting India,” paints
a stark picture of what’s driving this relentless
heat. Delhi now ranks among the top 10 most
heat-vulnerable regions in the country. The
report highlights a dramatic increase in very
warm nights — indicating that nights are no
longer bringing respite from daytime heat. This
disturbing trend, combined with the city’s dense
infrastructure, is fueling what’s known as the
urban heat island effect, where tightly packed
buildings and roads absorb and trap heat, push-
ing local temperatures higher than in surround-
ing rural areas.

To make matters worse, relative humidity in
Delhi has climbed nearly 9 per cent in the past
ten years. When humidity rises, the body’s nat-
ural cooling mechanism — sweat evaporation
— slows down, making it harder to cope and
significantly increasing the “feels like” tempera-
ture. Compounding the crisis is the shrinking
diurnal temperature range: the difference
between day and night temperatures is narrow-
ing, which means the city simply doesn’t cool
down enough after sunset.

More buildings, more energy use, more vehi-
cles — all these lead to the heat load. While no
one is entirely safe, the burden falls heaviest on
the most vulnerable. Children, the elderly, and
those who work outdoors — are at serious risk.
Residents of informal settlements, where homes
lack insulation, proper ventilation, or consistent
electricity, are also disproportionately affected.
Low-income families struggle to afford cooling
appliances, while people with heart or respirato-
ry issues face compounding health risks.
Despite relatively good access to healthcare and
electricity in Delhi, the scale of exposure and
intensity of the hazard overwhelms these
buffers, especially during prolonged heat-
waves.In these conditions, adaptation is the key
for survival. People are urged to stay indoors
during peak heat hours. Hydration is crucial —
water intake should be frequent, even without
thirst, while alcohol, caffeine, and sugary drinks
should be avoided. Wearing loose, light-colored
cotton clothing helps, as does using fans, wet
towels, or mist sprays to cool down. And at the
first sign of heat-related illness dizziness, exces-
sive sweating, confusion, or nausea — immedi-
ate medical attention can save lives.
Meteorologists indicate that some relief may
arrive with the pre-monsoon showers expected
in late June. The Delhi Government’'s newly
launched Heat Action Plan is a timely and vital
step, aiming to reduce both short-term harm
and long-term risk. However, implementation
and execution are vital. What's clear is that this
extreme weather is the new normal, and it
demands urgent, systemic change.

Be part of the plan: India’s
bold vision for

biodiversity conservation

=

S we approach the International Day for
ABiological Diversity on May 22, the 2025 theme,
“Be Part of the Plan,” resonates deeply with

India’s ongoing efforts to safeguard its extraordinary
natural heritage. As one of the world’s 17 mega-diverse
countries, India is home to over 45,000 plant species
and 91,000 animal species, many of which are endem-
ic. This rich biodiversity underpins our ecological sta-
bility, cultural identity, and economic prosperity.
Drawing from my experience as PCCF & Chief Wildlife
Warden of Haryana and former IUCN Country
Representative, I am proud to share how India aligns
with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF) to lead global conservation efforts.

Adopted at COP15 under the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD), the GBF sets four global
goals and 23 targets to be met by 2030. India played a
pivotal role in shaping this framework and is now inte-
grating it into our National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan (NBSAP). Our priorities — sustainable
agriculture, water security, climate resilience, and dis-
aster risk reduction — are seamlessly woven into this
plan, with a strong focus on the 30x30 target (protect-
ing 30% of terrestrial and marine areas), equitable
genetic resource access, and enhanced biodiversity
financing.

A Unified Conservation Strategy

India’s strength lies in its “whole-of-Government
and whole-of-society” approach. We are converging
sectoral schemes like MGNREGA, the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, Jal Shakti Abhiyan, the
National Bamboo Mission, and PM Kusum with biodi-
versity goals. In Haryana, the Aravalli Green Wall
Project is a testament to this synergy. By uniting the
Forest Department, Rural Development, Panchayati
Raj Institutions, and corporate social responsibility
(CSR) support, we are restoring degraded Aravalli
landscapes with native flora, enhancing water
recharge, and boosting carbon sequestration.

Preserving Agro-Biodiversity and Empowering
Communities

Our agricultural legacy, with over 160 cultivated
species and thousands of climate-resilient landraces, is
a treasure we are determined to protect. Through the
National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture,
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana, and Plant Genetic
Resources Conservation, we are safeguarding indige-
nous varieties and traditional farming systems. State
Biodiversity Boards and over 2.7 lakh Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) at the Panchayat
level are documenting this knowledge in People’s
Biodiversity Registers (PBRs). With over 2.9 lakh PBRs,
India leads the world in community-based biodiversi-
ty documentation.

In states like Maharashtra, Kerala, and Odisha,
BMCs are driving conservation reserves, sacred grove
restoration, and marine biodiversity monitoring by
local fisherfolk and coastal communities.

This grassroots momentum embodies the spirit of
“Be Part of the Plan.”

Restoring Ecosystems for a Sustainable Future

To meet the GBF’s Target 2-restoring 30% of degrad-
ed ecosystems by 2030 — India is scaling up forest
landscape restoration, wetland rejuvenation, and coral
reef revival. The Namami Gange Programme is a glob-
al benchmark, integrating fish diversity monitoring,
turtle nesting conservation, and riverine ecosystem
restoration. The National Wetland Mission and
MISHTI scheme for mangrove plantations further pro-
tect ecologically sensitive habitats, ensuring communi-
ty participation and climate resilience.

Reviving Wildlife and Engaging Youth

Our flagship species recovery programs — Project
Tiger, cheetah reintroduction in Kuno National Park,
vulture conservation in Pinjore (Haryana), and black-
buck protection in Gujarat and Haryana — demon-
strate targeted action. The expansion of Protected
Areas, Eco-Sensitive Zones, and Conservation
Reserves balances conservation with community liveli-
hoods. The youth are our future stewards, and the
National Green Corps (NGC) Eco-Clubs, active in over
1 lakh schools, are proof of this. These clubs lead plan-
tation drives, cleanliness campaigns, and biodiversity
documentation. Digital platforms like iNaturalist India
and the India Biodiversity Portal empower citizens to
contribute to science and climate action.

Innovative Financing and Global Leadership

India is pioneering biodiversity financing with
Green Bonds, Payment for Ecosystem Services, and
CSR partnerships. The National CAMPA Authority
directs funds toward restoring degraded ecosystems,
while the Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) mechanism
ensures communities benefit from biological resource
use. Globally, India leads the Global Biodiversity
Framework Fund and shares expertise in community
forestry, medicinal plant conservation, and biodiversi-
ty law with Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

Call to Collective Action

“Be Part of the Plan” is more than a slogan — itisa
responsibility. Whether you are a policymaker crafting
biodiversity-friendly laws, a student planting trees, a
farmer cultivating indigenous seeds, or a forest officer
patrolling a sanctuary, every action counts. As India
links biodiversity conservation with climate action,
health, and sustainable development, we set a global
example. This International Day for Biological
Diversity is a moment to commit — a collective pledge
to protect our planet’s living legacy. Will you join us?
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LG Sinha announcas Gmn llllls for NOKs of Pak shelling victims

TP NEWS:
Asserting that India
wants its people to live in

peace, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
on Wednesday

announced that the gov-
ernment job will be pro-
vided to closest kin of
victims, who lost their
lives in Pakistan shelling
earlier this month.

LG Sinha while
addressing the grieving
family members, who
lost their loved ones due
to unprovoked shelling
by Pakistan, according to
the news agency said,
“India is not in favour of
war, but when innocent
people were killed, the
government decided that
a decisive action will be
taken against the terror-
ists and the ones who
nurture them in their
backyards.”

He said, “By destroy-
ing nine terrorist camps
inside Pakistan, our
armed forces completed
their mission. Pakistan
was informed in clear
terms that neither mili-
tary infrastructure, nor
civilians are our targets,
but they took the attack
on terror camps as attack
on Pakistan.”

LG Sinha said,
“Poonch bore the maxi-
mum brunt of Pakistan
shelling and innocent
lives were lost. Our

v
\ b
%

armed forces gave them a
befitting reply and with-
in 3-days enemy was on
its knees begging the
world to save it.”

He said that adminis-
tration and every citizen
of the country under-
stands the pain of
Pakistan shelling victims
and “no amount of
money is enough” to
compensate the loss of
precious lives.

“Entire nation is
proud of Poonch people
who despite all odds
stood with soldiers,” he
added.

ANNOUNCES GOVT
JOB FOR NOKS OF PAK

SHELLING VICTIMS
The Lieutenant
Governor announced

Government job to the
closest kin of Pakistan
shelling victims. He said,
ex-gratia and  other
reliefs have been provid-
ed and Government of
India is committed for

further necessary assis-
tance.

“The proper rehabilita-
tion of affected families is
my top priority. The J&K
administration, under
the leadership of PM
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, is
committed to ensuring
proper  rehabilitation,
enhanced border infra-
structure, and security
for the residents of bor-
der areas.

We are significantly
expanding our efforts to
construct individual and
community bunkers
across Jammu Kashmir,
under the  Security
Related Expenditure
(SRE),” the Lieutenant
Governor said.

PAYS OBEISANCE AT
GURUDWARA NAN-
GALI SAHIB

During his visit, the
Lieutenant Governor
paid obeisance at
Gurudwara Dera

Santpura Nangali Sahib
and interacted with the
citizens.

He lauded the resi-
dents of Poonch, civil
society members and all
the communities for their
display of courage and
social harmony.
“Pakistan had shown its
cowardice by targeting
sacred Gurudwara Dera
Santpura Nangali Sahib.
In its despicable act, the
terrorist country Pakistan
had also targeted temple
and mosque. By firing
and heavy shelling on
our sacred sites, terror
state Pakistan had tried
to damage our social fab-
ric.

The Lieutenant
Governor also reiterated
the resolve of
Government of India,
J&K Administration and
Armed Forces for exem-
plary action against ter-
rorism and those trying
to divide the people on
religious and sectarian
lines.

Later, the Lieutenant
Governor visited the
Dungus area affected due
to shelling, and also took
stock of the situation
during a meeting with
senior  administrative
and district officials at
Poonch.

The Lieutenant
Governor directed for
necessary measures to

ensure restoration of all
essential services and
supplies and submit an
Action Taken Report
(ATR) to the Divisional
Commissioner’s  Office
and the Chief Secretary’s
Office.

He further instructed
for taking comprehensive
assessment for require-
ments and construction
of bunkers, upgradation
of medical services at
District hospital and
strengthening Civil
Defence system.

The Lieutenant
Governor also appreciat-
ed the local administra-
tion and security forces
for their prompt and
responsive measures for
the safety and rehabilita-
tion of affected families.

VISITS RAJOURI,
NOWHSERA

The Lieutenant
Governor also visited
Rajouri and met the fam-
ilies affected due to
unprovoked heavy firing
by Pakistan.

The Lieutenant
Governor paid a visit to
the Government Medical
College Rajouri and
enquired about the well-
being of those injured in
Pakistan's shelling.

Reviewing the relief
and rehabilitation meas-
ures, the Lieutenant
Governor was briefed by
Abhishek Sharma,

Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, on the present
situation in the district,
and other important mat-
ters pertaining to dis-
bursement of relief,
availability of essential
commodities, medical &
emergency services,
damage to property and
livestock, and require-
ment of new bunkers in
the district.

The meeting also paid
homage to Additional
District ~ Development
Commissioner, Rajouri,
Dr. Raj Kumar Thapa,
who lost his life due to
shelling by the enemy in
the civilian area.

Later, the Lieutenant
Governor visited
Nowshera and took
assessment of residential
houses damaged by
Pakistan’s shelling.

He interacted with the
local residents and took
stock of their issues and
grievances. He reaf-
firmed that the
Government of India is
committed to people’s
safety and rehabilitation.
The Lieutenant Governor
was accompanied by
Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo; IG Jammu, Bhim
Sen Tuti; Divisional
Commissioner, Ramesh
Kumar; Deputy
Commissioner Poonch,
Vikas Kundal and other
senior officials.
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